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CHAP. XXV. 

1 HE lateft accounts that Brinboc had 
receiw-l from his After were rather of a 
favourable nature. She had written to 
him that the fury of perfecution Wjts 
fomewhat abated, and fhe .readily in. 
dulged in the hope that it would foon 
ceafe altogether. Eugenie had alfo 
touched upon her acquaintance with M.- 
VOL. u. B de 
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■de Chevreville, and of the civil afl: that 
had firft given rife to that acquaintance. 
Brinboc endeavoured in vain’to recoi¬ 
led his nat^lpiong thofe of his fa¬ 
ther’s friends^DUt as he could not bring 
it to his memory, he made no doubt 
that Chevrevihv\had enjoyed his father’s 
intimacy, either while he was at college, 
or during the time that he was in garri- 
fon at Verdun; and, in conformity to 
this belief, had defired Eugenie to thank 
that gentleman in his name for the po¬ 
lite attention he had fhewn her. Feel¬ 


ing a degree of fecurity with regard to 
bis filler, Brinboc’s refledions began to 
turn once more upon his own irriraiion, 
and he often experienced a fort of re- 
morfe for the inadive manner in which 
he was whiling away the days of vigo¬ 
rous manhood. Brinboc was ufually 
calm and unruffled under the common 


oeourrences of life, becaufe he conceived 

that 
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that there was litt(e tii it to excite great 
joy, snd, ftill lefs to provoke violent 
grief. But this ftate of mental reft or 
quiefcence was more the refult of 
thought and meditation than the effed 
of natural difpofition, foji, he had a foul 
of the warmeft temper, whofe emotions 
it had been long his moft earned bufi- 
nefs to marlhal and bring to obedience, 
upon the conviction drawn from obfer- 
vation, that they who fritter away their 
hopes and cares upon the trifles of the 
moment, and who fuffer themfelves to 
be elated or dejefted by every contin¬ 
gent rjrcuinftance, have nothing left for 
the hour of trial and exertion, which is 
fare to overtake them enfeebled and 
unprovided. This kind of reafoning 
enabled Bt inboc to live in indolence and 
obfeurity without querulous murmurs, 
or filent fullennefs, but it did not ftifle 
in him the confcloufnefs of being fitted to 
B 2 better 
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better purpofes, and it was to Madame 
de Rofenfelt alone that he commynicated 
his renewed defires of entering upon 
fome mode of life more confonant to 
his way of thinking, and more appro¬ 
priate to his age and difpofition. This 
lady had too much good fenfe not to 
admit of the jyltnefs of his conclufions, 
but flie conftantly advifed her friend not 
to be too precipitate in his detennina- 
tioiis, and rather to wait for fome fa¬ 
vourable opportunity wiiich /hould prove 
propitious to his wilhes. 

Such was the (late and appearance of 
things when Brinboc found one even¬ 
ing, on returning home, a letter, with 
the fcal of office, and containing, to his 
utter aftonllhment, an order from the 
government to quit Beilin in eight-and- 
forty hours, and the Prullian territory 
within the fpace of eight days. Liberal 
as this allowance of time was, confider- 

ing 
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ing the extent of the country, it did not 
prevent ‘Brinboc from fecretly accufing 
(he government of injuflice towards 
him, as he could not, lor his life and 
foul, guefs at the motive which could 
have brought down upon him fuch an 
unexpeifled and peremptory decree. It 
was to no purpofe that he racked his 
brain in order to difeover, if polTitlp, 
what impropriety of fpeech or condu<^ 
on his part had incenfed a regular go¬ 
vernment to proceed fo violently again d 
a regular and inoffenfive individual. 
He fcanned, with the greateft exacli- 
tude,. his pad words and adions; be 
bethought himfelf of the perfons with 
whom he bad lately been in company, 
and of the places he had recently fre¬ 
quented ; but not finding in this general 
examination any thing that reproached 
his ronfeienre, he bpgan to think of 
giving up the ufilefs enquiry, when the 
0 image 
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image of M. Bernard i fuddenly prei'ent- 

ed itfelf to his mind, and he n® longer 
doubted concerning the caule of liis 
ludden expulfion. This he now en¬ 
tirely attributed to Bernardi’s indigna¬ 
tion at the cold» return he had made to 
the offer of being initiated into the myf- 
teries of Illuminifm ; for it is fometimes 
as dangerous to flight the favours of a 
philofopher, as to negleft the advances of 
a forward fair one. 

This point fettled to his fatisfa^fion, 
Brinboc found half his anxiety re¬ 
moved, and he defired Fulgence to 
pack up, and get every thing ready for 
their departure, after which he went to 
bed, and flept as foundly as if he had 
been appointed to a military govern¬ 
ment, or honoured with the order of 
the Black Eagle *. Next morning. 


• The principal order ef knitjlitliood in i nilfia. 

however. 
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however, the firft thought that ftruck 
him was Madame de Rofenfelt, and the 
neceflity of leaving her ; and the fe¬ 
cund, the fear of going dill farther front 
his beloved Kiigenie. Some months 
before this order would have been re- 
verfed ; but we cannot always deter* 
mine the fuccetli'on of our ideas, efpe- 
cially of thofe that rufh in pell mell of 
a morning, before we have time to take 
off our night-caps. 

As every moment was now become 
more precious to Brinboc than any he 
had been yet acquainted with, he hur¬ 
ried out to Madame de Rofenfelt, and 
informed her of the uncourteous injunc¬ 
tion that had been notified to him the 
preceding evening. His fair friend 
laughed at the ftory, and afked him 
how he could take a pleafure in alarm¬ 
ing her ? but when he (hewed her the 
order, accompanied with all the marks 
B 4 and 
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and infignla of official communication, 
incredulity was no longer available; her 
confidence vaniffied, her countenance 
changed, and flie burfl: into a flood of 
tears. It was then that Brinboc fully 
perceived how dear he was to the molt 
amiable of women, and, for a fliort mo¬ 
ment, his mind remained fufpended be¬ 
tween the pleafure of this difeovery, and 
the pain of an approaching reparation. 
But as his heart was incapable of har- 
bouiing an idea purely felfiflt, though it 
might be furprifed by fuch a one, more 
noble fentiments foon refumed their 
proper ftation, and be only thought of 
foothing that afflidlion of which be was 
the involuntary, though advantaged, 
caufe. He alfo gave way to thofe emo¬ 
tions of tendernefs which generous men 
neither feign or diflfemble, and, after 
mutual avowals of efteem and afFedfion, 
which, though long entertained, and 

well 
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well underftood, jiad never before beea 
explicitly declared, they both felt and 
agreed that they could not be happy 
until united by the moft holy and indif- 
lolublc bonds. In a word, there was 
more bufiners difpatched between them 
in this half hour than in the whole 
coiirfc of their previous acquaintance. 
So much for the empire of ciicuin* 
ilanccs, and the utility of arbitrary or¬ 
ders of Lanifliment, for bringing love 
aflairs to a fpeedy ternunation. The 
next confideration regarded Eugenie, 
and it was refolved that flie flrould be 


immediately written to, and that every 
pollible means Ihould be employed in 
order ^ enable her to get away from 
that fpecies of captivity under which (he 


laboured, fo little did they imagine that 
her fetters were now more clofely ri- 


vetted than ever. 


Then the queftion was difeuCTed to 
what part of the world Brinboc fhould 
B 5 direft 
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direft his fteps ? which point being tho* 
roughly canvafled, it was refolved in coun¬ 
cil, that Alexander-Maximilian Charles 
de Brinboc, knight of the order of St. 
John of Jerufalem, having been driven 
from his own country for the crime of 
fuccouring the diftrefled, and being ex¬ 
pelled another country, where he had 
fought an afylum againfl: oppreffion, in 
virtue, no doubt, of the new philan¬ 
thropic code of laws, art. Hofpitality, he 
the faid Alexander-Maximilian Charles 
de Brinboc, knight, &c. fliould, for the 
fake of change, and to indulge his tafte 
for variety, remove to the country 
where fuch adventures were leaft likely 
to overtake him again j and, is; confe- 
quence of this decifion, he the aforefaid 
Alexander-Maximilian Charles d§ Brin¬ 
boc determined to go to England via 
Hamburgh. 

Madame de Rofenfelt might have 
been tempted, perhaps, to accompany 

her 
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her future fpoufe" in this journey, had 
fhe not. been retained by fome pruden¬ 
tial confiderations. Among others, fhe 
could not take her fon from the military 
academy without marring all his pro- 
fpefls in his native country, and re¬ 
nouncing entirely thofe claims which 
were founded on the fervices of his fa¬ 
ther. It was neceflary, therefore, that 
fhe (hould remain behind, for the pur- 
pofe of making fuch arrangements as 
would enfure him care and protection 
during her abfence. Befides, it became 
indifpenfible that fome one fhould be on 
the fpot to correfpond with Eugenie, 
and to concert with her the meafures 
mod proper to be taken to facilitate her 
departure from France; a project that 
feemed now the more feafible, on ac¬ 
count of the peace concluded between 
the Pruflian and French governments. 
As the wings of time had not been idle 
B 6 during 
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during this long confaltation, Brinboc 
remarked to Madame de Rofenfelt that 
the day was far advanced, and that he 
muft leave her in order to make the 
preparations for his journey, which had 
not yet been attended to. Madame de 
Rofenfelt replied that the peremptory 
nature of the order which he had re¬ 
ceived did not leave much hope of 
its being recalled, but as even permif- 
fion, to prolong his ftay for a few days 
^vould be of fome fervice to him, Ihe 
would endeavour by all the interefl; in 
her power to obtain that prolongation ; 
without preventing him, however, from 
putting himfelf in a complete ftate of 
readinefs in cafe her application ihould 
fail of fuccefs. Upon this they fepa- 
rated, Brinboc taking the road to his 
lodgings, and Madame de Rofenfelt 
fstting out in queft of the Count Von 
1.—a nobleman, who, though neither 

a philo- 
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a phllofopher or an illumine, was 
highly refpe£led at court for his in¬ 
tegrity and talents, and was particularly 
efteemed by one of the king’s uncles, 
whom he had ably feconded with his 
counfels.and valour during that prince’s 
moft arduous campaigns. 

When Brinboc got home he found 
that Fulgence had not only made every ' 
difpofition in his power for their depar¬ 
ture, but that his faithful attendant be¬ 
trayed more than ufual fymptoms of 
hilarity in his words, looks, and even 
attire: his hair was dreffed with parti¬ 
cular elegance, and he had on a coat 
and waidcoat that feemed quite new. 
Brinboc alked his valet if he meant to 
travel in that gay array ? “ O no. Sir,” 
anfwered Fulgence, “ but having fome 
take-leave vifits to pay, I thought it 
proper to put on my beft clothes, 
which, by thefe means, will alfobe aired 

previous 
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previous to their being packed up: I 
have, befides, made a finall purchafe, 
which being meant for a prefent, will, I 
hope, meet with your approbationfo 
faying, he immediately produced a fmall 
coffee-pot, and two cups and faucers, of 
the fineft Berlin porcelaine, which he 
prefented for his mafter’s infpeftion. 
“ They are very pretty,” returned Brin- 
boc, “ but if it be no fecret, pray tell 
me for whom is this prefent intended ?” 
“ For Mademoifelle Pauline,” replied 
Fulgence. “ who was your fifter’s wait¬ 
ing woman, and whom I hope to marry 
as foon as we get back to Paris/’ 

Many men would have ended this 
dialogue with a laugh, and by telling 
Fulgence of the miftake he lay under, 
calling him, at the fame time, a fool for 
laying out his money upon articles that 
were to be had as good and as cheap at 
home: but Brinboc really efteemed a 

domeftic 
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domeftic who had proved himfelf worthy 
of his afFeftion, and he took the trouble 
of undeceiving him in as gentle a man¬ 
ner as poflible; for Fulgence had never 
doubted a fmgle inllant, that he and his 
mafter were on the point of taking the 
mod: direft road to Fontenaye aux 
Rofes. 

The barometer of Fulgence’s counte¬ 
nance fell twenty degrees at leaft upon 
the receipt of this unpleafant piece of 
intellgence; and as his education had 
been rather neglefted in regard lo geo¬ 
graphy, he humbly folicited his mailer 
to inform him if by going to England 
they fhould make any advances towards 
their former home, or if they were only 
turning their backs on Mademoifelle 
Pauline, and all the other good things 
he fo much wilhed to revifit ? To 
fatisfy this innocent curioHty Brinboc 
had recourfe to fenfible objefts j and 

taking 
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taking the different pieces of Fulgence’s 
china, he difpofed of them in fuch a way 
on the fable as to defcribe a fig’ure ap¬ 
proaching to an ellipfis, by carrying a 
line through the intermediate fpaces; 
“ There,” faid he, “ you are to fuppol'c 
the firft cup to be Paris, and the firft 
faucer to be Frankfort.”—(Here Brin- 
boc paufed for about half a minute, and 
Fulgence began to harbour a fufpicion 
that his mafter had involved himfelf in 
a very intricate piece of bufinefs; but 
the fad was, that, paffing by Fulda in 
this imaginary tour, he fuddenly recol- 
leded the extraordinary dream he had 
had at that place, and it arrefled his at¬ 
tention for the time we mentioned.) 
“ Now,” continued our ledurer, “ this 
fecond cup is Berlin, and this fecond 
faucer Hamburgh, and fo far we have 
been travelling from home; after which 
we (hall fall down again towards the 

fouth 
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fouth until we afrive at the coffee-pot, 
which fignifies England,” (a tea pot 
would have been more germaine to the 
matter, but either there was none in the 
room, or it was overlooked in the heat 
of demonftration,) “ and when we get 
there, by the bleffmg of God, we fhall 
be nearer to Paris than we are at pre- 
^^ent.” Why not crofs over ftraight 
r,>en,” faid Fulgence. 

As the folution to this fecond diffi¬ 
culty did not depend upon any thing fo 
plain and intelligible as the fciences of 
geometry and geography, Brinboc de¬ 
clined any further explanation, and Ful¬ 
gence, after making a bow of gratitude 
for the favour received, proceeded to 
pack up his crockery anew, not, however, 
w'ithout venting fome revilings at the 
country where they were manufactured, 
for fending him to a greater diftance 
from the fair objeCt of his affeClions. 

Brinboc 
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Brmboc returned to Madame de Ro- 
fenfek as fotm as he thought nhat flie 
might have obtained the objtifl of lur 
petition ; but not being very /anguine in 
his expertations he was but little fur- 
prifed to find that her endeavours had 
not been crowned W'ith fuccefs. She 
told him that the Count Von L— had 
received her with his ufual attention a«i 
politenefs ; but that when £he related to 
him the purport of her vifit, he Ihook 
his head, and anfwered that he feared 
that all application in favour of M. de 
Brinboc. Ti’horri he both knew and ef- 
teemed, would prove fruitlefs; for that 
he l ad good reafon to believe that his 
order of expulfion from the country 
had been ifiued at the exprefs demand 
of the French government. He added 
that nothing could give him greater 
pleafure than being of any fervice to 
Madame de Rofenfelt or her friend, and 

that 
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that he would Immediately difpatch a 
confidential perfon to the minifter for 
foreign afl’airs, to know if a hope might 
ftill be entertained of procuring a coun¬ 
ter-order, or at leaft the permiflion of 
prolonging M. de Brinboc’s' flay at 
Berlin. 

The meflfenger was not long in exe¬ 
cuting his commiffion, and brought back 
for anfwer, “ that his Excellency was 
extremely mortified at not having it in 
his power to comply with the Count’s 
requeft, inafmuch as M. de Brinboc was 
a penott ticuiAi 1^ .0 

French government, at whofe defire he 
had been ordered to quit the dominions 
of Prufila; but that the Count’s long 
acquaintance with public bufinefs, and 
the manner in which it was carried on, 
would entirely exculpate his Excellency 
the Minifter, from the imputation of 
harbouring any perfonal ill-will to M. 

de 
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de Brinboc, as the Count mud well 
know, that no governn'cnt, •whether 
regular or irregular, coul«i ever think 
of difdbliging another, for the fake of 
attending to the welfare or convenience 
of any individual whatever.” To a re¬ 
ply fo jufl and equitable, it would have 
been impolTible to make any rejoinder; 
and Brinboc only obferved to Madame de 
, Rofenfelt, that as one fovereign power 
did not think it beneath its dignity to 
a£f as a police officer to another, it 
could be no difgrace to Him to fubmit to 
its high beheds, He aUb confefled that 
he was now more bewildered than ever 
as to the real caufe of this fecond bani/li- 
ment,, for M. Bernardi’s charader be¬ 
came as pure as fnow in confequence of 
the minifterial communication, and he 
was utterly at a lofs to explain the pe¬ 
culiar rancour entertained againft him 
by the rulers of France, confidering that 

he 
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he had never oppofed them in open 
arms, and ftill lefs by abufe and fcurrility, 
which he had uniformly condemned as 
an unbecoming and unmanly fpecies of 
warfare. But as the difcovery of the 
caufe of his misfortunes would not tend 
in the leaft to alleviate them, he forbore 
torturing his brain any longer on the 
fubjeft ; and Madame de Rofenfelt in¬ 
formed Brinboc, that if Ihe had been un- 
fuccefsful in the primary obje£t of her 
miflion to the Count Von L. her vifit 
had not been altogether unproduftive of 
good, for that as (he was leaving his 
houfe, (he met with Mr. O’Rourke, a 
gentleman who was about to leave Ber¬ 
lin, and who a(ked her if (he had any 
commands for England ? 

“ Mr. O’Rourke,” continued Ma¬ 
dame de Rofenfelt, “ is a pleafant, well 
informed man, who has been over half 
the world, and I thought I could not do 

better 
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better than endeavour* to engage him for 
your travelling companion j he' will di¬ 
vert your attention from the barren 
fands of Lower Saxony by an account 
of his adventures, and he is, befides, 
mafter of a carriage, that will convey 
you more commodioufly than the com¬ 
mon vehicles of this country, which, 
for eafe and elegance can only be com¬ 
pared to fand-carts.” Brinboc was in 
the a£t of thanking Madame de Rofen- 
felt, for fuch a defirable acquifuion, 
when Fulgence came in and delivered 
him a letter which had been left at his 
lodgings, and which contained the lol- 
lowing words: “ The reigning Prince 
of Underflein-Sigmaringen prefents his 
compliments to M. de Brinboc, apd 
hearing that he is about to depart for 
England, requefts that he will take 
charge of fome parcels containing articles 
of value, to be delivered to his Serene 

Highnefs’s 
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Highnefs’s coufm. the Duke of Doe- 
drumdorfF, in London. His Serene 
Highnefs’ defires M. de Brinboc to ac¬ 
cept his affurances of inoft perfe£l: con- 
fideration.” 

“ Pray who is this mighty poten¬ 
tate,” exclaimed Brinboc, “ who thus 
honours me with his gracious confider- 
ation, on condition that I will take 
charge of his parcels, for I declare that 
I do not recoiled ever having heard his 
name mentioned before ?” “ Nay, nay,” 
returned Madame de Rofenfelt, “ do 
not affed ignorance of your old acquaint¬ 
ance, for I am fure that you have feen 
him fere now, and that in my houfe, 
although I cannot aver that you ever 
fpoke to him.” She then defcribed a 
tall, ftiff, grenadier-like German noble¬ 
man, who formerly attended her parties, 
and who ufed to contradid flatly, every 
thing that came from any perfon whom 

he 
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he did not confider as equal in rank to 
hitnfelf, and who foon deferred her 
houfe, becaufe he difcovered* that the 
majority of thofe who frequented it, 
could not prove their nobility for four 
generations. “ O I remember him per- 
fe<flly,” rcfumed Brinboc, “ he is, if I 
miftake not, as remarkable for his po¬ 
verty, as for his pride, and in fpite of 
the title of reigning Prince, would be 
fometimes in want of a dinner, were it 
not for a penfion allowed to him by a 
more opulent fovereign. A wortliy of 
this clafs ought not to be treated in a 
common way, and 1 will endeavour to 
accommodate the dyle of my anfwcr to 
the greatnefs of my correfpondent.” 

Brinboc then wrote the following 
note: 

. “ M. de Brinboc not having the hap- 
pinefs of being in the leafl acquainted 
with the reigning Prince of Under If ein- 
9 Sigma- 
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SIgmaringen, cannot poffibly take charge 
of his parcels ; but to teftify bow grate¬ 
ful he is for the intended honour, M. de 
Brinboc means to pray incefl'antly that 
His Serene Highnefs may be blelTed wiiij 
a long and profperous reign, for his own 
lake, and that of his fubjefta.” 

This ferene epiftle, properly figned 
and fcaled, had fcarcely been difpatched 
to his highnefs, when Wr. O’f^urke’s 
name was announced, and the two future 
fellow-travellers were introduced to each 
other. Ttiev both teemed to be much 
pleafed with the chance that had thrown 
them together, and willing to profit by 
it to the utnmll extent, by catting olf all 
uanecefary referve. The route and or¬ 
der of the journey were determined on, 
and they agreed to depart as foon as the 
gates of the city were opened the next 
day, after which the party converfed 
voi.. n. c upon 
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\ipon indifferent fubjefls, until Mr. 
O’Rourke took his leave at “an early 
hour. Then Brinboc experienced, for 
a fecond time in his life, the anguifh in- 
feparable from quitting that which is 
nioft dear to us. He reminded Madame 
de Rofenfelt of her promife to follow 
him as foon as circumflanccs would al¬ 
low it, although her allliclion clearly 
evinced that (he did not fland in need of 
any fuch admonition. The only cir- 
cumftance that could retard this much 
defired union, was the neceflity of wait¬ 
ing until Eugenie fhould be able to join 
Madame de Rofenfelt, and they were 
both too felicitous for the happinefs of 
feeing her once more in a place of 
fafety, to repine, at any facrifice that 
might be requifite for enfuring the 
fecurity of that amiable girl. They then 
parted with as much tranquillity as ten- 

dernefs 
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dernefs could fpare to reafon, and Brin- 
boc’s fieelings forcibly recalled to his 
memory what he fuffered when he 
was obliged to abandon Fontenaye aux 
Roles. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Ou R hero and his new acquaintance had 
not proceeded many hundred yards from 
ihe gatesof Berlin before they entered into 
a lively converfation j and, giving way 
to the kind of inclination which they had 
felt for each other at firft fight, were foon 
as much at eafe as if they had been inti¬ 
mate together for half a century. 

Indeed the blind goddefs, who often 
feems to take a delight in bringing into 
contaft beings of the moft hetero¬ 
geneous natures, had, for once, thrown 
together two men whofe difpofitions 
were well adapted to each other. Brin- 
boc, as we have had occafion to remark 
before, was rather of a ferious turn of 
mind, but there was nothing forbidding 

or 
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or repulfive in his gravity, except when 
he was ^ffailed and put out of humour 
by the teazing impertinence of folly, or 
the unblulhing pretenfions of prcfump- 
tuous ignorance; and as thefe trials of 
temper are rarely to be met with, in an 
enlightened and philofophical age like 
the prefent, he was commonly placid 
and ferene, and fometimes extremely 
gay, when the corufcations of wit or 
genius in others Idndled fimilar flights 
of fancy in himfelf, he would then give 
a full fcope to the effufions of a moll 
playful imagination, in conformity to 
the adage of ‘ defipere in loco.' , 

O’Rourke was a Hibernian of a frank 
and open difpofition, conftitutionally 
merry, fomewbat inclined to fatire, and 
poffefled of very engaging manners. 
He was well read in Itooks, and ft ill 
more fo in the volume of human na¬ 
ture. He had met with many dinicn!* 
C3 lifa^ 
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iks and mtfliaps in life, but he had been 
(kilful or fortunate enough tci extract 
the jewel from the reptile’s head, 
wirhout allowing its poifon to four his 
temper, at the fame time that there was 
nothing boifterous, wearifome, or ofFen- 
five iu his cheerfulnefs. He fpoke fe- 
veral languages ; and, to fuin up his ac- 
compHfhments as a travelling compa¬ 
nion, he never objcQed to the office of 
paymafter on the road, in the exercife 
of which be made the innkeepers, poftil- 
lions, &c. the conftant objefts of his 
jokes and merriment. 

Brinboc was fo pleafed with what had 
fallen to his lot in this forced peregrins, 
tion, that he began, infenfibly, to dwell 
lefs frequently on the difagreeable oc¬ 
currences that had twice driven him 
from the company of thofe who enjoyed 
the larged portion of his.affeflion. He 

• Shakrfpear. 
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alfo conrforted hmifelf with the hope, 
that perhaps, in England, he,might fin 4 
an employment either ip the army, of 
in fome other way that might at once 
fill up his hours, and help tp replcnifli 
his purfe. In fpite, however, of. thefe 
confoling reflexions, an involuntary figh 
would fometimes efcape hiip, op.which 
uccafions O’Rourke woqid.h^t his ey^ 
upon him for a moment,, and then re¬ 
fume the copverfatiop as if nothing had 
happened to interrupt it. At laft Brin- 
hoc took the former by the hapd, and 
exprefled himfelf in the foUowiiig words: 
“ I am fenflble, my dear Sir, that I have 
no great right to obtrude my painful 
recolleXions on any one, but I am alfo 
aware, that, in our prefent fituation, to 
brood over them in filence may be ftill 
more irkfome to one whom it is my 
vi'ifh as well as my intereft not to difguft 
or difoblige during the time that we 
c 4 may 
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may chance to remain together. You 
have perceived, I believe, that my mind 
is not quite at eafe; and while that cpn- 
tinues to be the cafe, it will fcarcely be 
poffible for roe to mafter my feelings fo 
eSedually as not to become, at times, a 
very unentertaining companion. But as 
I abhor any thing bearing the appear¬ 
ance of affectation, and as 1 fet a due 
value on your good opinion, in order 
completely to avoid the former, and to 
lay in fome clairns towards the latter, I 
am wilting to Ihew that my ills are not 
merely the children of fancy, and that 
if I have experienced the frowns of for¬ 
tune, they were not provoked by any 
folly OT mifconduCt of my own. It is 
for you to decide whether I (hall be my 
own chronicler, or whether I am to 
leave, in oblivion, what would certainly 
be little deferving of any other fate, 
were it not for the motives already 

alluded 
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alluded to,’* Here Brinboc left off 
fpeaking, and O’Rourke affured him that 
nothing could give him greater pleafure 
than to hear an account of his life; 
that it was a mark of confidence which 
flattered him extremely, and which he 
fliould never forget; and that hb was 
ready to make a return in kind when¬ 
ever Brinboc fhould be unprovided with 
better amufement. The latter replied 
that he would not fail to requeft the 
performance of this promife at an early 
period, and immediately entered into a 
brief narrative of what the reader is al¬ 
ready acquainted with, the conclufion of 
which brought them to the place where 
they were to take up their night’s lodg¬ 
ing. In this place the travellers were 
regaled with a fupper, eonfifting of Ibup, 
raw ham, and fcbwartz-brodt a bread 
made chiefly of ryCj very black and 
heavy, but not the lefs acceptable to the 
c 5 inhabi- 
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inhabitants of the country, whofe palates 
have not been vitiated by indulging in 
the luxury of wheaten loaves. 

Hie next morning, while Brinbbc and 
O’Rourke were drinking a beverage, 
honoured by the innkeeper with the 
appellation of coffee, though its compo¬ 
nent parts were nothing eHe than barley 
and dried celery, properly toafted and 
ground, Fulgence came in and afked 
his mafter if it was not the cuftom of 
die country to make a prefent to fome 
part of the family where they had fo- 
joumed the night ? Brinboc anfwered 
that he never heard off any prefents ex¬ 
cept thofe bellowed upon the chamber¬ 
maid, for waiter there was none. Ful¬ 
gence did not feem fatisfied with this 
reply, and faid that he was fare that 
fomethlng more was expeded ; for that 
fi corporal antf two foldiers had Hopped 
in the boufe the preceding night, and, 

when 
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wh^n about to depart, the former ha4 
tied about half a yard of dirty black 
ribbon .round the neck of the hoft’s 
eldeft boy, who was hill in the cradle^ 
with which little token its parent* 
feemed to be much pleafed, though, 
for his own part, he thought it but 
a paltry donation. Here Fulgence 
was interrupted by O’Rourke, who 
obferved that he could not do Ipfsi 
than imitate the generous example of 
the corporal, by alfo making a prefenc 
to one of the children, in teftiraony of 
his good-will towards the whole family. 
This piece of advice threw the faithful 
valet into a quandary} he iirft rum* 
maged his coatrpockets, and then thofe 
of his walftcoat, but they coruairied no 
one article of which he was not ia 
want himfelf, and ail his foperfluities 
were locked up In his mailer’s trunk. 
O’Rourke, perceiving his diftrjefi, re- 
c 6 com- 
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commended to him to take off* the rib* 
bon which adorned his queue, and to 
tranfpiant it to the neck of one of the 
children. Fulgence followed his coun- 
fel without any hefitation, and the con- 
lequence was, that in lefs than half 
a minute the whole houfe was in an 
uproar: the innkeeper roared out Der 
Taifel md Sacrament; his wife feream- 
ed, and the maids ejaculated. The 
caufe of all this riot was that theft: good 
Germans took for an infult what Ful¬ 
gence, in the limplicky of his heart, had 
meant as an aft of civili-iy, and he 
flood petrified with afioni/hnienr, until 
O'Rourke, being fufiiciently amufed 
with the mifehief he had occafioned, 
brought abou^ a general pacification, 
by explaining to the mafier of the houfe. 
the roifiake into which Fulgence had 
unwarily fallen; and to the latter, that 
the ceremony of putting a black ribbon 
9 round 
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round the neck of a male child irar 
ported, that from that moment he was 
to be*confidered as forming part of the 
army of his majefty the EleSor of 
Brandenburg, and confequently in the 
way to become a hero. Fulgence (book 
his head as if he did not like this early 
mode of recruiting; but that was be- 
caufe his mind was not imprelTed with a 
proper veneration for the memory pf the 
philofophical king, who had fet on foot 
fo laudable and falutary an inflltution. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

After Brinboc and O’Rourke had 
fatisfied every charge, not omitting that 
of • Sc/mcirgclf, and alfo thrown in 
fome additional groots as a peace-of¬ 
fering for the black ribbon offence, they 
pot into the carriage, and Fulgence re¬ 
fumed his more exalted ftation on the 
coach-bok. 


• Schmeirgek is a tax levied at every poft-Iioiife 
in Germany, by a diity fellow, for the trouble’ of 
preafing the wheels, whether they want it or not. 
Some authors, with Profeffor Schmiiherlingius, of 
Wittenberg, confider this cuftom as a remnant of 
the feudal fyftcm. But more profound inveftiga- 
tors, fuch as Dr. Vanderbofch, of Leyden, think 
that they can difcover the origin of it in Tacitus 
“ De Moribus Oennanorum.” 


The 
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The firft object that claimed their at¬ 
tention was a field near the road, which 
the polHlion aflfured them produced bet¬ 
ter hemp and rye than any other in 
the neighbourfiood, a privilege that he 
entirely attributed to the carcafles of 
fome tboufands of Swedes which had 
rotted there fmce a great battle fought 
on the fpot in the feventeenth century. 
Mr. O'Rourke remarked, that it was 
very kind of thofe northern warriors- to 
leave their native fnows in order to 
fatten the fands of Brandenburg, and 
that upon his return to England, he 
would confult the Agricultural Society 
upon the expediency of frecjuently em¬ 
ploying this kind of manure, i?fpecially 
as a modern writer has proved very 
clearly, that an extenfive population is 
the greatell curfe that pan befal a 
country, and the primary c?ufe of every 
polEble evil, 


Here 
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Here O’Rourke was put ip mind of 
his promife by Brinboc, atid he began 
his hiftory in the following word%: 

I was born in an ifland not quite a 
thoufand miles diftant from that of 
Great Britain, which is faid to be the 
true fortunate iile; an ifland not fo ex> 
tenfive as Borneo or New Holland, yet 
fully large enough, and fruitful enough 
for the happinefs of its inhabitants, not> 
withftanding which favourable circum- 
ftances, it has been a prey for centuries 
back, to a feries of misfortunes, civil, 
political, and religious. 

“ It is true that my dear countrymen 
have not been without faults, but alas 1 
who is without them? and who have 
expiated thdrs fo rigorouily ? 

“ About the age of eighteen I was 
feized with a paffion for military glory, 
and I quitted my father's little farm to 
enlifl in a marching regiment. As this 

happened 
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happened at the commencement of the 
American war, my corps was fent abroad, 
and 1 foon faw fervice. I was prefent 
at three battles, two fieges, and nine¬ 
teen rencountres, and was feveral times 
wounded, though never dangeroufly. 
In the lafl adion of any confequence I 
bad the good fortune to fave the life 
of my colonel, who was a man of 
high birth and great interefl;, and 
this grateful officer prefented me with 
a cornetcy of dragoons as a mark of 
his edeem and attachment, but 1 faw 
^lim turn pale with grief and difap- 
pointment when I informed him that 
his kindnefs was of no avail to me, as I 
had been brought up in a religion which 
was profcribed by the laws of the coun¬ 
try, in whofe caufe I had fo willingly 
filed my blood.” “ Good heavens !** 
exclaimed my patron, “ furely you 
would not be the worfe foldicr for fol¬ 
lowing 
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lowing the religion of your forefathers.’* 
“ No, fir,” I replied, “ but I Ihould be 
a fcoundrerif any profpetl: of advance¬ 
ment could induce me to profefs out¬ 
wardly that which I did not believe in 
my heart. 

The only fervice that the Colonel’s 
friendfhip could render me was to pro¬ 
cure my difcharge at the expiration of 
the war} and foon after my return to 
England, I became clerk to a ware- 
houfeman at Brillol, whofe wife being 
a methodift, got her hufband to turn me 
away, becaufe I was a follower of thi 
Scarlet W — who had committed &c. 

“ I fliould now have been in a dif- 
agreeable fituation if my good ftars had 
not thrown in my way the captain of a 
Spanilh (hip, who offered to take me to 
South America; and 1 had not been 
long on my fecpnd vifit to the New 
World, before I was introduced to a ge¬ 
net al 
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neral officer as a young man who had 
I'ome experience in military matters, and 
who might be very ufeful in the army 
of bis Catholic Majefty. Fortune feemed 
at lad to be refolved to beftow fome 
of her fmiles on me, and I do not know 
■to what height of profperity I might 
have attained, had it not been for the 
following unlucky incident: An Auto 
de fe was celebrated at Lima, and 
though the burning part of the cere, 
mony had been omitted for feveral years, 
I could not help expreffing ray diflike to 
what dill remained of this augud fo 
lemnity, and the more fo as I had bee^ 
the vidim of oppreffion and fanaticifm 
in my own country. The governor 
Don Gonzalo de Tarrega Tojo Borja e 
Quinones, who had long borne me a 
grudge on account of my decided pre¬ 
dilection towards the Pruffian difcipline, 
in preference to Audrian taCtics, which 

were 
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were his favourite fyftem, took this op¬ 
portunity to hint that I was a man of 
no principle, and he made my exift- 
ence fo difagreeable, that I was fain to 
folicit my, difmiffal, and I obtained it 
without difficulty, as there is a kind of 
gravitation in the moral as well as the 
phyfical world, which always makes 
it, ealier to defcend than to rife in 
life. 

“ The fruits of my oeconomy during 
my refidence in the royal city of Linra 
though not great, enabled me to go to 
Porto Bello, and thence to Jamaica, and 
I carried with me a letter of introduflion 
to Mr. Whitehat, one of the principal 
planters in the ifland. I cqntrived to 
infinuate myfelf into his good graces, 
and was about to be entruded with a 
ihare of his bulineis, when unfortunately 
chancing to dine with hirn on Good 
Friday, he alked me why I did not eat 

meat ? 
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meat ? and upon my making known to 
him the caufe of ray abftinence, he took 
'me afide after dinner and faid that he 
Ihould be wanting to the common prin¬ 
ciples of felf prefervation if he continued 
to place any confidence in a man, who 
might have the Pope’s licence in his 
pocket for the plunder and extermina¬ 
tion of all proteftants, upon the prin¬ 
ciple that no faith was to be kept with 
heretics. It was in vain that I pro- 
tefted againft the exiftence of any fuch 
licence, and that I argued againft the 
poffibility of fociety holding together 
for a twelvemonth, had fuch doflrines 
ever been a^led upon. Mr. Whitehat 
ant'wered, that he was a charitable man, 
and would not for the world be guilty 
of a ralh judgment, but that he had 
advanced nothing more than what was to 
be found in the inoft celebrated EngliQi 
divines, phiiofophers, hiftorians, critics, 

dramatifts. 
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dramatirts, and writers on cookery, and 
that fuch a mafs of authority muft 
weigh down before it all that could be 
alleged by any individual, however wor¬ 
thy of credit he might be in other 
refpefts. Abfurdity, when carried to its 
utmoft pitch, effedually puts an end to 
argument, and inftead of attempting (o 
convince my incredulous, or rather too 
credulous accufer, I walkeu.1 down to the 
quay and bargained for my paffage to 
Salem, with the mafter of a veflel who 
was of the fociety of friends called 
fakers. During the voyage, which 
was a tedious one, becaufe the pruuent 
captain generally lay to in the night, 
though the weather was by no means 
lempeduous, I had time enough to 
refleft on the ftrange fatality that feemed 
to perfecute me, and I firmly refolved 
to refped the opinions of others, Kfaouid 
it ever be my lot to fill a dlflingui/hed 

place 
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place in fociety. Upon our arrival at 
Salem, we,found that the captain’s bro¬ 
ther Mr. 2^bedee Straighthair, wanted 
a pcrfon to write French and Spanifh 
letters of bufinefs, and I was confe- 
quently infhalled in that office. It now 
feemed as if I had got into the very 
fanduary of regularity; the whole fa¬ 
mily was up by feven o’clock in the 
morning, and faff afleep again before 
nine in the evening. My employet 
never fwore, feldom got drunk, and paid 
my falary at the mathematical moment 
it became due. But I foon perceived 
that this punduality comprifed the whole 
of the advantages which I ftould reap 
from my prefent fituation, and that 1 
might be worn to the ftump in friend 
Straighthair’s fervice, without ever en¬ 
joying in a larger portion of his con¬ 
fidence or emoluments, unlefs I chofe 
to wear oddly fafhloned cloaths, and 

would 
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would make it a point of honour to 
fpeak to God Almighty whh my hat 
on. I was beginning to be tired with 
this monotonous difplay of negative vir¬ 
tues, when fomething very pofitive de¬ 
termined me to migrate once more: 
Mifs Charity Straighthair, the eldeft 
daughter of Zebedee, thought proper 
to commune with me much oftener than 
was neceffary, and to employ fuch 
ficant words and phrafes, as left no 
doubt that fee was warmed with fome¬ 
thing more than fifterly affeQion towards 
me, and as I was not inclined to profit 
by her weaknefs, I immediately took 
meafures for quitting the place, well 
knowing that not even a quaker girl’s 
iove is to be flighted with impunity. 
My next place of refidence was the 
capital of New England, where, after 
carrying on bufmefs. very fuccefsfully 
with a young Boftonian, whofe filler I 

had 
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had married, i was much farprifed one 
day at the propofal of fome of the prin¬ 
cipal inhabitants of the toum who of¬ 
fered to elefb me to an important oiSce 
in the ftate. I thanked them gratefblly 
for thehr hind intentions, but at the fame 
tfanc begged leave to decline the prof¬ 
fered dignity,, ktafmuch as I had no tafte 
for putdic affairs, and becaufe I was of 
a di&rent religion from that profeiTed 
by my conftituents ; a circumihmce 
which I thought it proper to acqntunt 
them wnhk Thefe good people replied 
that tny firfl reafon was fufBciendy 
ftrong, but as fat the fecond it was with 
them a matto* of no importance. Gra¬ 
cious Lord! I exclaimed, are you not 
dte people who fome years ago, hanged 
a cat for .killing a rat on a Sunday? 
Tes, amrwered the fpokvfman of the 
depuauondamd I alfo remember chat^ 
when aboy, I was foim% wi%>ed by 
VOS., ir. D mj 
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my father for having the deviPs books, 
I. e. a pack of cards in my pofleflion: 
but we are now grown wifer, and do 
not interfere with the amufements of 
cats and card-players, much lefs with 
the fpeculative opinions of our fellow 
citizens. This fenfible reply made no 
fmall imprefllon on me, and added 
greatly to the comfort of my life. 

But the fum of human happinefs, 
fays a Perfian fage, is to that of human 
mifery, as a molehill in the gardens of 
Ifpahan, to the towering heights of the 
immeafurable Caucafus; and I have, not 
found that any eScperience of mine could 
^ve the lie to this notable Oriental 
apophthegm: my wife died, and in her 
grave, for a time, I buried all my prof- 
pefts of felicity. 

« Were I lefs candid, I fliould pafs over 
in filence what next enfued, and forbear 
to Aiention that I conceived ,the extraor¬ 
dinary 



M. BE BRINBOC. 


SI 

dinary defign of going to live among 
the favages mod remote from any Euro¬ 
pean fettlement. Grief was, no doubt, 
the immediate caufe of this extravagant 
refolution; but my mind had lately be¬ 
come familiarifed with the idea, from 
reading the works of fome of the mo¬ 
dern philofophers, who highly extol 
what they term a date of nature; and 
to their fophidical declamations I had 
added, myfelf, the following argument; 
If that portion of my life mod marked 
with eafe and tranquillity be the one 
which I fpent among people who, 
though not favages, are dill placed at a 
great diftance from the dudied redne- 
ments of elegant fociety in the Old 
World; then I may fafely infer that a 
total feceffion from the corrupt manners! 
ofthofewho are called civilized beings 
mud infallibly conduce to my furth^ 
happinefs. The writers whole abfurd 
D 2 fydems 
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fyftems bad thus bewildered my imagt> 
nation would have been extrentely care* 
full not to reduce their theory to prac¬ 
tice « but I was more (iacere; and I 
became^ an inhabitant of the wilds of 
America. I (hall not trelpais on your 
patience by entering into the many dif- 
guAing details of my new ftate of life; 
liifice it to.fay» that when I had pro- 
Tided for my daily wants by hunting 
•ltd ftttungj tlm great bufmeCi of exift. 
cnee uas at an. end; that I was {inched 
by cold in wmser, and annoyed by in- 
feifts. ia fitniiner; that I could not Air 
from my own hut without being made 
Acfr by ^h of every kind } that lavages 
coaid difpute wkh as. much ceremony 
(bz at hamh^ or a ftrjng of beads as 
d>e moft greedy courtiers, for the place 
of pdrne minifter.; that though we were 
free, from the penfecution of lawyers, 
pbj^lctans, and tan-gatherers, we were 

liable 
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liable to be aflailed by ammaU not left 
lapadous, and hr Ids civil; tln^ all the 
paffions of the human heart rage apith 
as great vblenee in an Indian wigwam 
as in the moft polite caj^als of Europe* 
without any iaditbus pieaTures or a&> 
ctMnmodations to counterbalance them $ 
and* to conclude this unenticing* dmugh 
futhful* defcription, I retired to reft at 
night without a foothing thought to 
niher in the r^ft of ileep* and 1 role in 
the morning without a gleam of hope 
or expedatbn to make light the labours 
of the day. Tbefe refledions* and a 
thoufand more of the lame (lamp* had 
prefented themfelves to me before I had 
been a week among the pradioil phib« 
fophers j but vanity, the main«fpring of 
human adtons, would not allow me to 
make a fpeedy retreat; beGdes that, 1 
coniidered myfeif as a fophifticated 
bemg, who muft get rid of his vidous 
p 3 habits 
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habits before he could walk manfully in 
the paths of nature; and, after all, it 
was but right to give my prefent ftate a 
fair trial. Thus did I endeavour to 
drag on a miferable exiftence for the 
fpace of nearly eighteen months, until 
one day, being ftrucfc with the gradual 
enfeeblement of my mental faculties, 
which 1 could fenfibly perceive, and 
which mud be the inevitable confe* 
quence of dwelling among beings little 
fuperior to brutes, I made ufe of the 
remaining flock of reafon flill in my 
pofleilion, and bade an eternal adieu to 
the charms of a favage life. After en¬ 
countering manifold dangers and diiH- 
culties, I got to Quebec, where I found 
it neceflary to flop fome time in order 
to diveft myfelf of certain little habits 
incidental to a flate of nature, but not 
at all, fitting or admiflible in civilized 
fociety. During this delay, my bro- 

ther- 
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ther-in-law, at my defire, remitted to 
me bills jof exchange to the amount of 
my (hare of the property in his hands, 
aPd I took my paffage in an Engliflt 
veffel bound to Briftol, not without 
feeling a fecret fort of fatisfaftion at the 
thoughts of being able to furprife, with 
a difplay of my comparative opulence, 
the warehoufe-woman who had difcard- 
ed me on account of my attachment to 
the Beq/i. But I was yet doomed to 
meet with frefli difappointments j for we 
were flopped in the mouth of the chan¬ 
nel by a French privateer, which in¬ 
formed us of the commencement of 
hoftilities between England and France, 
and which carried us into Bourdeaux. 
An American paffport faved my perfon 
from iraprifonment, and the manner in 
which my property was conveyed pre¬ 
vented it from falling a prey to the 
captors. The appearance of every thing 
D 4 ' that 



5^ MIMOIRS Ot 

that I now faw filled me with aftonifh* 
ment. I had been taught to coi^^ider 
the French nation as a model of ele* 
gance and politenefs, they having an* 
nounced themfelves as fuch to the whole 
world for upwards of a century; but 
here I could perceive nothing but 
beaftly men, nauleous women, fero. 
cious looks, and marks of wretchednefs. 
It was natural for me to exprela the 
caufe of my furprife j and 1 was told 
that the abufes to which I alluded had 
indeed exified under the old form ai 
government, but that a regenerated 
people felt it beneath its majefty to ape 
the manners of tyrants and their fiitel* 
lites. My next queftion was relative to 
fome elderly men covered with rags, 
who were Handing on the t^uay, and 
whofe coumoiances befpoke misfortune 
and refignation’} and I was anfwered in 
a furly tone, that they were refraftory 

prieftt. 
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priefls. * Some new religious order 
perhaps,’ faid I, * or clergymen deftined 
for foreign miffions.* * No,* bellowed out 
their condudlor, * thefe mifcreants refufe 
to take the oath which the conftitution 
left them at liberty to fubfcribe to or 
not j’ and without waiting for any reply, 
in the name of Liberty and Equality he 
puihed them into a boat in their way to 
Cayenne, Did I not fear to fpin out 
this narrative to an unreafonable length, 
I think I could entertain you by defcrib- 
ing the lingular fpeftacle which prefents 
itfelf to a ftranger in a capital where 
fociety Hands with its nether parts up- 
permoft. I had no occaiion for a barber 
or a waiherwoman, as fliaving and clean 
linen were then out of (zMoa : but my 
breakfaft was brought to me by Marcui 
Brutus, and my boots brulhed by Mib> 
tins Scaevola, while 'Valerius Pttblicola^ 
the old clothes-man, very kindly effiered 
»5 to 
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to take me to a celebrated and patriotic 
clubj of which he was prefident; and 
there is no faying how long I might 
have been' tempted to day among thofe 
virtuous citizens, had I not heard one 
morning that my next-door neighbour 
was put to death, as fufpeded of being 
fufpicious, upon which I determined to 
get out of the way of thofe inquifitive 
people, and I called on the American 
minifter for a palTport. He was not at 
home, but his porter told me that to 
find him I need only walk through the 
ftreets, and flop the fir ft carriage I met 
with, as there was no other then in 
Patis. ‘ O Gemini!’ I exclaimed, ‘ only 
one carriage in Paris, and that one be¬ 
longing to an American : furely if So¬ 
lomon lived in our times, he could not 
fay that there was nothing new under the 
fun.’ I firft meant to. have gone to Hol- 
landcbut finding that the, travelling-guil¬ 
lotine 
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lotine was making an excurfion that 
way, I altered my route, and went to 
Berne, where I was politely received by 
the Avoyer S—, to whofe fon I had 
fliewn fome civilities at Bofton. As 
prudence no longer obliged me to claim 
the protedion of a country to which in 
flrift truth I did not belong, I freely 
defcanted with my worthy holf on the 
peculiar difficulties under which my na¬ 
tive land had laboured for a length pf 
time, unexampled in the hiftory of Eu-- 
rope. In reply, he exprefled a wilh that' 
its date might receive that amelioration 
of which it flood fo much in need, and 
alfo.that my countrymen would ceafe to 
be fo bigotted to their religious opinions, 
as he had a decided averfion to bigotry 
of all kinds. It chanced to be on a Sa¬ 
turday evening that this converfation 
took place, and, previous to my depar¬ 
ture, I alked the Avoyer where I might 
D 6 bear 
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hoar nuTp on tha following morning ? 
He anfwered that his public fitoation 
did not allow him to know that any foch 
thing was praifUfed within the limits of 
his jurifdi^ion, the laws infliding the 
punifliment of tranfportation on the of¬ 
fending parties j but he obferved, at the 
fame time, that if I got up early, and rode 
hard, I might obtain what I wanted in 
the Canton of Fribourg. I told him 
thft I was now more convinced than 
ever that bigotry was a bad thing, and I 
wiihed M. 8— a very good night. 

“ In Ihort, Sir, throughout my pere¬ 
grinations in Europe and America, 1 have 
had the mortification to find that men’s 
words and a£Uons are almofi ever at va¬ 
riance; and that to fpeak of philan¬ 
thropy and toleration, and to pradife 
thofe virtotes, are things widely remote 
from each other. Thefe and fimilar re- 
flc^ons are to be met vrith in a hun¬ 
dred 
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dred common-place books; but I went 
out in hopes of finding it otherwife> and 
1 have * returned loaded with this dif« 
agreeable conviflion, which, befides. 
other inconveniences, has put me rather 
out of humour with the delightful fyf- 
tem of the perfeAibility of the human 
fpecies. 

“ I forgot to mention another conver- 
fation that I had with the good Avoyer, 
the principal heads of which I will en¬ 
deavour to recollect, in order to adduce 
a frelh, though perhaps an unneceifiiry, 
proof of the extraordinary manner in 
which the founded judgments feem to 
have been blinded with regard to the 
progrefs and probable confluences of 
the events growing out of the total fub- 
verfion of all the ancient inftitudons in 
France. I afked M. S— if he did not 
apprehend any danger from the revoln- 
tionary volcano which raged fo violently 
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in a neighbouring country ? He an- 
fwered no, and faid that the Swifs were 
a free people who could have nothing 
to fear from a nation that was itfelf 
fighting in the caufe of liberty, and 
w-hich had fet out by renouncing all 
pretenfions to conqueft. I replied that 
there was a fort of nolo epifcopari in this 
declaration, which, to my mind, boded 
no good; and I likewife inftanced to 
him fome places which had already fal¬ 
len under the domination of the new¬ 
born republic. He then faid that thofe 
places were either ufeful as military po- 
fitions, or the fpoils of ecclefiaftical 
princes whom found philofophy pointed 
out as unfit to hold temporal govern- 
mentSi I begged leave to obferve, that 
this fpecies of logic, if extended ever fo 
little, might, by the help of two or three 
fyllogifms more, annihilate every govern¬ 
ment in the world; and that I was by no 

means 
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means fanguine in my expeftations of 
the good which was to fpring out of the 
chaos of evil then exifting in France. I 
had feen, indeed, the words LiberiyxaA 
Equality written in capital letters over 
the doors, but this was to me a ftrong 
prefumption that their correfponding 
ideas had never pafled the threlhold. 
I had witnefled the fantaftic mummery 
of civic feafts and civic falls, but fuch 
exhibitions could only ferve to fill an 
honed man with indignation againd the 
wretches who profaned and polluted 
every thing in itfelf refpedtable, and to 
infpire pity for thofe perfons who were 
fenfible of the difgrace and degradation 
they were forced to undergo. I had 
heard a great talk, about Royalids and 
Republicans, about Jacobins and Mode¬ 
rates : but, during my day in the coun¬ 
try, I had never been able to difcover 
more than two parties, one of whom 

chofe 
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chofe to underftand by the terms Lh 
berty and Rrform every thing wild, d«- 
fh-udive, abfurd, and impradicable; 
while the other confidered thofe fame 
terms as words of reproach, the very 
utterance of which was the fignal of im> 
pending mifchief and misfortune. I 
then aOted the Avoyer what kind of 
good could rationally be expeded from 
fuch political elements as thefef He 
teemed confiderably agitated by the 
^eftion, and anfwered that my mode 
of reafoning was not without founds* 
tion, but what was Switzerland to do ! 
The combined powers aded upon fucfa 
fm'did, felfilh, interefted principles, that 
thdr fnendfhip was almoft as dangerous 
as the enmity of the revolutionifts 1 To 
this it was tn^lfible to make any reply. 
I fidt appalled at the gloomy cloud that 
fcemed to gather over the moil virtuous 
country in Europe $ and I quitted its 
7 venerable 
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venerable magiftrate with a heavy heart, 
as if prophetic of the cruel events that 
- were food to crufh him in their courfe. 
The recolle^on of this melancholy ca- 
taftrophe renders me unfit for noticing 
what I faw in Germany and Poland, and 
1 will conclud* by eflurinf you that I 
(hall always rejoice in having taken Ber¬ 
lin in my way, as it proettred me die 
pieafure of your acqualataoce.'* 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

About the middle of the third day nur 
travellers arrived at the ancient and 
Hanfeatic city of Hamburgh, famous 
for its portr its' commerce, and its 
fmoked beef. 

While they were driving through the 
ftreets, Brinboc defired O'Rourke to 
remark the crowds that were palling to 
and fro, and the eagernefs and folicitude 
which were painted on every counte¬ 
nance. “ Yes,” returned the latter, 
they are all bufy, and though they 
appear to be moving different ways, they 
are in fa£I tending to the fame point, 
and have but one objeft in view, that of 
acquiring wealth, from the purfy Bur- 

gomaRer, 
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gomafter who waddles on yonder, to 
the little Jew pedlar who creeps by the 
fide of the wall. In other countries he¬ 
reditary rank, the profeffion of arms, 
and the ambition of attaining literary 
eminence, diverfify the occupations of 
fuch as are unwilling or unable to re¬ 
main idle; but in a place where the ac¬ 
cumulation of riches is at once the bu- 
fmefs and pleafure of life, the human 
mind mud be contra£ied in its faculties, 
and human exidence can feldom admit 
of the charms of variety.” ■ 

The carriage dopt at one of the 
principal inns, the Koenig •van England^ 
and’the dranger^s were ufliered into 
their apartments on the fourth dory, 
the only ones vacant in the houfe, with 
windows overlooking a dinking canal, 
the putrid waters of which were dif- 
turbed from time to time by the oars of 
the deeply-laden barges that floated on its 

furface. 
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liirface. As foon as Fulgence had in* 
baled fome of the vapours of the ftag> 
luuit lake he put his fingers to his nofe 
and pretended to make wry faces; btu 
Biinboc defir^ him not to give himfeif 
iSstf for that the noftrils of a Parifiaa 
ought to be proof againft the attacks of 
the bmA mafavoury odours. 

O’Rourke then lallied out to leara 
when a packet would iet fail for Eng* 
land, and he was informed that one 
would depart from Crushaven in about 
three days time This delay aflbrded 
him and his companion an opportunity 
to fee the town and its environs. The 
next morning they happened to ftroU 
into a church, and while they were 
looking at the pi6;ure8 with which it 
was adorned O’Rourke chanced to 
make ufe of thefe words * Valgame 
Diet! at the found of which a little 
* God help me.—Spanifli. 

fwarthy 
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fwarthy man, who till then had been 
upon bis knees in devout fupplic^tion, 
fuddenly started up, and addrelling him 
in Spanifh, called him by the endearing 
name of countryman. O’Rourke en¬ 
deavoured in vain to convince the Spa¬ 
niard of his miflake. His aflurancet 
were conveyed in fuch good Caftilian 
that the latter was not to be argued out 
of bis error, which rather feemed to 
gather firength from the very means 
^ployed to eradicate it. He told 
O’Rourke that he had come from Ma- 
hga as fervant to a Swedifli captain of a 
fiiip, but that be was heartily tired of 
his bargain and wiflied bimfelf back in 
the kingdom of Grenada, having no 
great talie fot travelling. O'RoiirlEe 
then aiked him if he knew where be 
was ? “ In a church to be fore,** an- 
fwered the other. ** Yes,” refumed 
O’Rourke, ** and a Lntheran one too. 
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a circumftance you were perhaps not 
aware of. “ Demonio /” exclaimejJ the 
Grenadian, “ fo I have been faying my 
prayers all this time in a Lutheran 
church ; and thofe hags yonder,” faid 
he, pointing to.fome old women with 
flapped caps, “ they are Bruxas*, I 
fuppofe.” 

Brinboc and his friend went away 
laughing heartily at the fimplicity of 
this poor fellow; but they both agreed 
that fuch prejudices ceafed to be a mat¬ 
ter of laughter, when they were met 
with in perfons whofe education and 
habits ought to have implanted more 
liberal ideas in their minds; and that 
what was a pardonable weaknefs in an 
illiterate cabin-boy, would be a difgrace, 
iLnot a crime, in a Prime Minifter or a 
Lord Chancellor. 

• Witchice, forcerelTes. 

After 
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After dinner they inquired if there 
■were ^any^ public amufements, and re- 
‘ceived for anfwer, that as it was Sunday 
plays were not allowed to be afted, but 
that they might fee a pantomime, and 
walk in the gardens of the Vauxhall. 
This nice diftinftion between the licit 
and illicit recreations of the Sabbath 
gave O’Rourke and Brinboc a high 
opinion of the cafuiftical powers of the 
venerable fenate of Hamburgh, and the 
former declared that not even in Yani 
keyland hadiie ever met with any thing 
fo edifying. As foon as they were fuf*- 
ficiently tired with the abfurdity of the 
pantomimic exhibition they refolved to 
avail themfelves of the liberty afforded 
by the Theological fenatus canfultt^ 
efpecially as they were going to-a coua* 
try where their confciences would not 
have fo much fcope, and they proceeded 
to take a turn in the Vamhally whieb 

joined 
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joined the theatre. Here they did not 
tarry long, as the night was raw and 
biting, and they left it, expatiating at 
the fame time on the odd and unac¬ 
countable circumilancc of thefe nodor- 
nal walks having been firft thought of 
in a Northern clinsue, while the inha- 
baaats of the tropics were fond of con¬ 
fining thetnfidves in a hot ball-room. 
But this laft fpecies of amufement had 
aUb efeaped the fieaatorial prohibition; 
fioK at the end of the garden there was a 
fitft of giMgatCj or coffee>houfe, one 
afiartment of which was provided with 
an orchellra and allotted to tho& who 
cho& to dance. The company bore a 
acey* feunrj appearance, and our two 
pa^lTiaie thought it was time to depart 
whem they faw the ball opened by a 
diity ItUow in a groom’s coat uid a 
Ikde hump-backed Jewe&; nor dU 
titty; imagine that the afiembly was. at 

that 
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that moment honoured by the prefence 
of a neighbouring monarch travelling 
incog. 

The next morning was taken up in 
furveying Altona and its beautiful en¬ 
virons, which crown one of the Ihores of' 
the majeftic Elbe; and they dined at 
the houfe of a French ri/laurateur, or 
cook, with whom Brinljoc found a num¬ 
ber of his countrymen, laughing, fing- 
ing, and capering, under circumfiances 
that would have made half as many old 
Romans, or modern Englilhmen, hang 
or poifon themfelves. On the way back 
the travellers contrived to pay a vifit to 
the illuflrio.us father of German poetry, 
the immortal Klopftock; and they left 
the author of the Meffiah with emotions 
of furprife and admiration, ilmilar to 
thofe which a botanift might experience 
on finding a mofs-rofe growing among 
, fungufes upon a dunghill. As they 
VOL, II, B were 
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were entering one of the gates of Ham- 
turgh O’Rourke was ftruck.with the 
infcription “ Da nobis Domine paceni in 
Jiebus nojlris*' and he remarked that 
the remainder of the verfe need not 
have been omitted: “ ^ia non eji alius 
qui pugnet pro nobis, nift tu Deus nofterJ' 
Early ■ the ^pxt day they fettled with 
their hoft, aM, after paying an exorbi¬ 
tant number of marks, embarked on the 
river for Cruxhaven. As they defcend- 
cd the Elbe, O’Rourke obferved that 
the magnificent feene reminded him, 
though in miniature, of the Ohio and 
the Chefapeak ; and Fulgence began to 
think that the voyage from Paris to St. 
Cloud was not fuch a ftupendous enter- 
prife as he had been accuftomed to con- 
fider it heretofore. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

We mull now leave for a time the 
hero of thefe memoirs, his compa¬ 
nion, and his follower, in order to re¬ 
fume the melancholy tale of the ills 
that befel the gentle Eugenie, in confe- 
quence of the machinations of her re- 
lentlefs perfecutor. 

It is fcarcely neceflfary to inform the 
reader, that the whole hiftory of Chev- 
reville’s arreftation and imprifonment 
was a mere fable, invented by that vil¬ 
lain for the purpofe of drawing Eugenie 
from her retirement at Fontenaye, and 
thereby making her concur to her own 
deftruftion. He had imparted his 
fcheme to fome aflbciates, only inferior 
to himfelf in wickednefs, and thefe 
E a wretches 
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wretches declared that it met with their 
full approbation. Chevreville. always 
confidered the virtues of others as fo 
many pledges for the fuccefs of his own 
abominable defigns j and as he was well 
acquainted with the candour and fin- 
cerity of Eugenie’s heart, he made no 
doubt that (he would fall into the fnare 
he had laid for her, and upon the re¬ 
ceipt of his letter, come immediately to 
Paris. lie therefore inftruded the mef- 
fenger to have a carriage in readinefs, 
in which he Ihould condufl Eugenie to 
town, and leave her at a houfe of ill- 
fame in the Rue Montmartre, the mif- 
trefs of which was to alTume the name 
and appearance of Chevreville’s aunt, 
labouring under jhe greateft affliftion 
for her fuppofed nephew’s misfortune \ 
the latter was then to make a fudden 
appearance, as if unexpeftedly acquitted 
by the revolutionary tribunal, and, in a 

tranfport 
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tranfport of gratitude for the kind in- 
tereft Eugenie had fhewn for his fate, to 
make a declaration of the warmefl: paf- 
fion, and to prefs her to crown his hap- 
pinefs by marriage. Should Eugenie 
refufe to accede to tliis offer, fhew any 
fymptoms of difguH: at its propofal, or 
appear alarmed at the appearance of col- 
lufion or treachery that might difplay 
itfelf among the aO.ors ill this f:.rc£, 
then Chevreville was to throw off all re- 
ferve, and avail himfclf immediately of 
the power in his hands, without being at 
the trouble of going through any other 
formalities. 

Such was the infernal plot which 
Chevreville communicated to his wor¬ 
thy compeers, arid which extorted from 
them the higheft eulogiums on his wit, 
invention, and imaginations. 

He had invited them to a repafl: on 
the day that he promifed fiiould be the 
E 3 laft 
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laft of Eugenie’s infulting virtue ; and, 
during the debauch, nothing elfe was 
talked of but the infufferable impu¬ 
dence of a woman who afFe£ted to be 
more innocent than her neighbours, and 
the indifpenfable neceffity that exifted 
of putting an end to ufurped dillinftions 
of every kind, as well in manners as in 
rank, without which the work of rege- 
nferation would be left imperfeft. One 
of the company exprefled a hope that 
the young lady would not be fo arifto- 
cratic as to confine her fmiles to thofc 
only who could prove their nobility, for 
that he gloried in being the fon of a 
nightman; a fecond expatiated on the 
pleafure Monfieur le Chevalier would 
feel (meaning Brinboc) when he heard 
that his filler was walking the ftreets of 
Paris; and a third alked Chevreville if 
he really meant to monopolife this ex¬ 
traordinary beauty to hirafelf? To this 

interroga- 
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mterrogation the giver of the feaft an¬ 
swered, vdth an affumed air of folesn- 
nity, that he was from principle an 
enemy to monopolies and privileges of 
all kinds, and he pledged \i\%honour that, 
at a proper time, the female citizen 
fliould be at the entire difpofal of his 
friends. The reader is, no doubt, al¬ 
ready fufficiently difgufled with thefe 
details, to wilh for any further account 
of fuch orgies, which were at length in- 
terrupted by the arrival of the meffenger 
from Fontenaye. 

Chevreville took Madame, de Fla- 
▼igny’s letter, and having read it, threw 
it upon the table with an air of indif¬ 
ference,^ and defired his guefts to give 
their opinions as to the ftyle and con¬ 
tents of this extraordinary epiftle. 

No fooner was his injun£lion com¬ 
plied with, than the room refounded 
with the vociferations of 'thofe mit 
E 4 creants. 
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creants, who all, in one voice, oflercd 
their ferviccs to Chevreville to chahife 
the impertinent prefumption of two 
women who dared to beftow injurimis 
epithets upon fuch a refpedable member 
of fociety as M. de Chevreville. 

The ufual violence of their difpofi- 
tions was now fo much encreafed by the 
efleds of the wine, which they had fwal- 
lowed in large quantities, that fome of 
them were for proceeding as foon as it 
was dark to Fontenaye-aux-Rofes, and 
carrying off Eugenie in fpite of all re¬ 
finance ; but one of the party obje£led 
to this plan, as not without dangej to 
thofe who might be concerned in it, and 
advifed them to go a furer way to work. 
“ Gentlemen,” continued this villain, 
“ I have the honour to ferve the Re¬ 
public in quality of clerk to one of the 
committees which are entrufted with 
the executive power, and I fltould con- 

fider 
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fider myfejf as totally unworthy of the 
fituation I fill, if I did not join heart and 
hand in fo praifeworthy a defign as that 
of bringing to order two rebellious fe¬ 
males, notorioufly remarkable, as I am 
informed, for their difaffeflion to the 
prefent order of things, by which we all 
fubfift. I approve mightily of the zeal 
you manifeft for our friend Chevreville’& 
intereft in this affair; but ftill I think 
that we may purfue ti^eafares equally 
efficacious, and lefs produftive of trouble 
to ourfelves. If it be agreeable to our 
worthy entertainer, I promife to have 
this refraftory nymph, and her antiquat¬ 
ed companion, in fafe cuftody by nine 
o’clock to-morrow morning. After which 
fhe fhall either fubmit to the treatment 
and difcipline my friend has in ftore for 
her, or boiv to the Statue of Liberty % 

• A cant phrafe, meaning decapitation by the 
Guillotine. 

E 5 juft 
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juft as (he may think fit. Her corre- 
fpondence with M. le Chevalier^ and 
other emigrants, will, no doubt, afford 
more than fufHcient caufe for her arref- 
tation j and the only thing that grieves 
me is, that it cannot be done this even¬ 
ing, becaufe my principal, the fecretary 
of the committee, without whofe con¬ 
currence it is not fafe for me to aft, is 
dead drunk at this moment, according 
to his daily cuftom.” 

This harangue was received with loud 
applaufe by the whole band of ruffians; 
bur, before they feparated, Chevreville 
took the clerk afide, and thanking him 
for his friendly intentions, told him not 
to put his plan into immediate execu¬ 
tion, for that he had particular reafons 
to wifli it deferred for fome time longer. 
The truth was, that the idea of debauch¬ 
ing Eugenie’s perfon without polluting 
her nund, afforded him but a partial fa- 

tisfaftion ^ 
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tisfaftion ; and, as he fancied that he had 
made fome imprellion on her heart, he 
• determined to try another effort for at* 
chieving his double fcheme- of villainy^ 
ere he fhould have recourfe to the expe¬ 
dient of force,, which would only glut 
his vengeance, without fating his other 
malignant palBons. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

WHiLE Chevreville was revolving within 
himfelf the moft proper means for en- 
Turing Eugenie’s deftruSion, and un¬ 
bending from this more ferious purfuit 
of wickednefs, in the relaxation of ordi¬ 
nary and habitual profligacy, the def- 
tined viftim of his execrable defigns, 
and her virtuous friend, were living in a 
ftate of tormenting fufpence, under the 
unceafing apprehenfion of Ibme further 
moleftation from the man whom they 
•were now forced to confider as their 
moft implacable enemy. 

To a mind like that of Eugenie, un- 
ftained by any crime of its own, and 
untaught by bitter experience to fufpefl 
guilt in that of another, the ftruggle is 
6 violent 
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violent and cruel by which, for the firff 
time, it feels conftrained to fever itfelf 
from ah object which it had before 
viewed with a degree of complacency 
bordering upon affeftion. Reafon, and 
the confcious dignity of unaffedted vir¬ 
tue, enabled her to come out trium¬ 
phant from this trial; and Ihe would 
foraetimes throw her arms about Ma¬ 
dame de Flavigny’s neck, and, with un¬ 
feigned gratitude, praife her friend for 
that fuperior power of difcrimination, 
which had forefeen the danger where it 
had entirely efcaped her own* difcern- 
ment. ' The latter ufed to receive thefe 
demonftrations of kindnefs from the in¬ 
nocent girl in filent fendernefs, rather 
than wound her feelings Hill deeper by 
affuring her, as fhe might have donCj, 
that the advantage was folely to be 
attributed to her longer intercourfe 
with the world, with the iniquities of 

which 
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which Eugenie was yet fo flightly ac-^ 
quainted. 

Madame de Latouche, in the eflfer- 
vefcence of her zeal for Eugenie’s fafety,. 
or out of hatred to Chevreville, had 
performed a journey to Paris on purpofe 
to get to the bottom of the ftory of the 
latter’s imprifonment; and though flie 
did not learn the whole of what we have 
already informed the reader, ftill flie 
learned enough to convince her and 
her friends, that Chevteville’s impofture 
could only be the commencement of 
fome ofj hi§ accuftoraed works of dark- 
nefs. This refledion was a conftant 
iburce of chagrin and difquietude - to. 
Eugenie and Madame de Flavigny, and. 
from that time they never went to bed, 
without fearing that their reft might be 
interrupted by a domiciliary vifit, and 
every knock at the gate feemed to be the 
forerunner of fome new misfortune. 

TOr 
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To add to the gloominefs of their 
profpef^s, Madame de Latouche told 
them one day, that it was no longer 
compatible with her own fafety to vifit 
them any more ; for that, from the 
atrocioufnefs of Chevreville’s charafter, 
and from the means he poffefled of an¬ 
noying the objeds of his reftlefs malig¬ 
nity, they muft exped frefh perfecu- 
tions, and that it would be of no ufe to- 
them to involve herfelf in their ruin. 
The preftdente then defcanted with great 
eloquence upon the virtue of benevo¬ 
lence, and the charms of difmterefled 
ffiendfhip; and, after throwing out 
fome broad hints at the fervices fhe had 
already performed, and the dangers her 
generofity had prompted her to encoun¬ 
ter for their fakes, fte took her depar¬ 
ture in the pious hope of never hearing 
their names mentioned again, unlefs their 
fortunes fhould be materially improved. 

Of 
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Of all the changeable things in this 
fluduating world, that which is leaft to 
be depended upon, is the attachment of 
the felfifli and the narrow-minded. 

About this time, and on the fame 
day, Eugenie received two letters, 
though of different dates, one from 
Brinboc, and the other from Madame 
de Rofenfelt. The former was kind 
and affectionate as ufual, but did not 
contain any novelty whatever, though, 
from fome paffages in it, flie could infer 
that a preceding letter of her brother’s 
had never reached her. That of Ma¬ 
dame de Rofenfelt, however, filled Eu¬ 
genie with aftonifhment, for it informed 
her of Brinboc’s fudden and con- 
ftrained departure from Berlin; of the 
intended marriage already fpoken ofj 
and of the refolution to extricate Eu¬ 
genie from her prefent difagreeable 
fituation, with the meafures that it 

would 
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would be neceflary to adopt in order to 
effed hef efcape. 

On the firft perufal of Madame de 
Rofenfelt’s letter they were overpowered 
with joy at the profped of Eugenie’s 
efcape from her prefent dangers? like 
mariners who, having clung for a long 
time to the fragments of a wreck, per¬ 
ceive at laft a veffel coming from afar to 
their relief. But when they took the 
matter into ferious deliberation, and 
when they refleded on the perils that 
muft naturally environ them in fuch an 
attempt, thefe virtuous women, unaccuf- 
tomed to the more boifterous fcenes of 
life, could fcarcely mufter refolution 
enough fo confider Madame de Rofen- 
felt s plan as pradicable, fo much were 
they alrumed at the frightful profped 
that feemed to lie before them. 

“ Alas!” exclaimed Eugenie, “ how 
little is our real iituatiou known to ray 

brother* 
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brother, and to her whom I may now 
call my fifter. They vainly imagine 
that we have only to contend with or¬ 
dinary difficulties, and to provide againft 
ordinary dangers, to extricate oarfelves 
from which it will be barely neceffary 
to have recourfe to common exertions. 
They are far from conceiving that, be- 
fides the ffiare of misfortune which has 
fallen to out lot, as well as to- that of 
the country in general, we are become 
the fpecial objefts of the perfecution of 
a man who will leave no means unem¬ 
ployed to bring ruin upon our heads. 
In the wildeft wanderings of fancy they 
could never fuppofe for a moment that 
I could have been fo imprudent as to 
have been, in part, the caufe of this dif- 
trefs, by lending an ear to- the infidious 
declarations of one who too eafily im- 
pofed upon my credulity. Oh, my 
deareft Flavigny, were I doomed to bear 

this. 
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this load alone, I fhould endeavour to 
. expiate ray fault without repining at the 
fufferings which it fo juftly entailed; 
but when I refleft that I have alfo in¬ 
volved you in unmerited calamity, I feel 
the fting of felf-reproach adding a cruel 
poignancy to all my forrows.” 

Here the amiable girl burft into a 
flood of tears, and her friend, who truly 
deferved that moil precious and vene¬ 
rable of appellations, unlike the felfiih 
frejidenie, only redoubled her efforts to 
affuage the wounded feelings of the 
tender Eugenie } and, upon the return of 
calna, fuggefted to her the neceflity of 
anfwering Madame de Rofenfelt’s letter 
without lofs of time; that by a mcM’®' 
complete expofition of their real ftate, 
that lady might fall upon fome prompt 
and efficacious expedient to fnatch them 
from the evils which feemed to await 
them on every fide. This advice of 

Madame, 
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Madame de Flavigny was immediately 
attended to by Eugenie, and that with¬ 
out any difficulty, as the common intet- 
courfe, by poft, was now open betweca 
France and Pruffia. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Lewis XI. of France, who firft eda- 
bliflied regular ports in his dominions 
for the conveyance of letters, was an 
execrable tyrant, though his invention 
was a good one. It is probable that 
Madame, de Rofenfelt and Eugenie 
never thought of this point of hirtory 
when they were correfponding with 
each other, becaufe it is the common 
difpofition ^f our natures to profit by 
every thing that fuits our convenience, 
without being at the trouble of en¬ 
quiring who provided it for us} though, 
when we are put out of our way by any 
unexpefted obftacle or crofs incident, 
we are apt to be very clattiorous, and 
to inveftigate, with great afBduity, the 

caufes 
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caufes of thofe unforefeen difappoint* 
ments. 

Thefe reflexions are not immediately 
conneXed with the fubjcX of our hif- 
tory, but it would have been unpar¬ 
donable in compilers of Modern Me¬ 
moirs not to have followed the illuftrious 
examples which are daily prefcnted to 
them in the art of digrelFing j and having 
thus paid a reverential mark of homage 
to the tafte and fafhion of the limes, we 
refume with frdh ardour, and foine 
more confident hopes of approbation, 
the main thread of our nairative. 

Brinboc and his friend had managed 
matters fo nicely, that they arrived at 
Cruxhaven at the very moment the 
packet-boat was weighing anchor to get 
under way, fo . that they did not go 
afliore, but ftepped out of the barge into 
the veflel, whither they were followed 
by Fulgence with their baggage. 

Whem 
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When our travellers got on board, 
the quarter-deck was pretty well crowd¬ 
ed with paffengers, although fome few 
had been already obliged to go down, 
and feek relief in their beds, from the 
naufeating efl'cds of the fliip’s motion, 
and the offenfive fmell of the bilge- 
water. 

Brinboc and his valet, who were now, 
for the full time, rocked on the lap of 
Thetis, foon betrayed fymptoms of how 
little this kind of exercile agreed with 
their ftomachs, and were conveyed in 
the arms of the Tailors to their refpeclive 
births: but O’Rourke, who was a fea- 
foned feaman, did not give in fo eahiy, 
and only quitted the deck when he was 
forced fo to do by the coldnefs of the 
night. Having defeended into the ca¬ 
bin, he fought for his friend, whom he 
found in all the pangs and tribulation of 
fesfc-ficknefs, a malady which, as it is 

never 



MEMOIRS OF 


96 

never fuppofed to end fatally, feldoin 
creates much fympathy or compaflion in 
thofe who are not affetled by it therii- 
felves. 

This was precifely the cafe in the pre- 
fent inftance, for O'Rourke began to 
make merry at Brinboc’s expence, and 
jokingly afked him if he did not think 
himftlf in fome danger, now that there 
were but a few planks between hinr and 
eternity ? The latter anfwercd, with an 
ancient philofpher, that he confidcred all 
the roads leading from this world to the 
next as equally Ihort, and that, conl'c- 
quently, he was not under the finiillell 
uneafincfs of the fort which O’Rourke 
alluded to, but that he ardently wiOied 
he could have provided himfelf with a 
triple coat of armour round the abdo¬ 
minal regions, to protect them againfl 
the rude alfaults they wete forced to 
undergo, ihftead bf the ” tripkx rs 

area 
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circa peSlus** of the Roman lyrick, and 

of which he declared he did not ftand in 

* 

need. 

Whether it was that nature began to 
operate in Brinboc's favour, or that the 
charms of converfation made him forget 
his fufferings, he felt fo much relieved 
that he ventured to take a furvey of 
what was to be feen around him by the 
glimmering light of a lantern fufpended 
from the cieling of the cabin. His at¬ 
tention, however, was foon principally 
direfled to the birth exadlly facing his 
own, from whence there iflued frequent 
moans and groans, enlivened every now 
and then by volleys of imprecations, 
fomctimes in the French and fometimes 
in the German language. Brinboc lif- 
tened awhile, and then told CyRo\;H:l^, 
that, if his ear did not deceive 
mightily, the founds they^ had been 
^hearkening to could idue from no oqe 

VOL. II. F but 
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but the renowned philofophcr Hal- 
fatz, of whom he had fpoken before. 
O’Rourke was delighted with the idea 
of becoming acquainted with fo extra¬ 
ordinary a perfonage, and requefted his 
friend to fall upon fome device by which 
they might afcertain whether the learned 
Alfacian was really one of their fhip- 
mates. Brinboc readily aflented to this 
defire, and called out, in a feigned and 
hollow voice, “ Citizen Halfatz! Citizen 
Halfatz i Citizen Halfatz !” The citi¬ 
zen, not iefs ailoniihed and little lefs 
alarmed than if he had heard himfelf 
fummoned by the public accufer of 
the revolutionary tribunal, roared out 
“ Who, in the Devil’s name, is he who 
calls me ?” “ Friend,” returned Brin¬ 
boc, “ I perceive that you are in pain, 
and feeling a difagreeable fenfation on 
that account, which I wifh to get rid of, 
I beg leave to offer you fome relief in 

this 
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this your lamentable fituatlon.” Pro*, 
ceed then quickly,” replied Halfatz, 
“ for I am fuffering the tortures of the 
d—d, and if fome one does not come 
to my fuccour I believe that I (half 
heave up my heart and foul before 
another hour is over.” “ In the firfl: 
place,” refumed Brinboc, “ keep your 
mind in a perfed (late of fufpence, and 
by no means let it ofcillate to and fro 
between the notions of pain and the 
defire of being relieved. This point 
gained, avail yourfelf of the earlieft op¬ 
portunity of making an ad of velleity 
that you will not be (Ick : then proceed 
from the general principle to the par¬ 
ticular application, and make a fecond 
ad of velleity, both prompt and vigo¬ 
rous, that you will not allow the eco¬ 
nomy of your intelUnes to be difcom- 
pofed in fb outrageous a manner j and 
if this la(t ad be performed in a manner 
r 2 adequate 
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adequate to the end which it is meant to 
produce, your only care will be to draw 
down yodr nightcap and to go to fleep : 
pray is not ^this mdthod very fimple ?” 
The philofopher, inftead of making any 
anfwer to Brinboc's concluding intcrro- 
gadoD, endeavoured to raife hinlfelf up 
in the bed, and firetching out his neck, 
exhibited a figure worthy of the pencil 
of a Hogarth. His complexion, gene¬ 
rally of a fiery red, was now, from the 
efieds of ficknefs, changed into muddy 
purple, as if-his face had been immerfed 
in a tub of madder; bis beard had not 
been fhaved for three days; his eyes 
glared with a mixture of furprife and 
anger i his mouth was diflended to an 
almofl incredible fize; and a large 
greafy woollen cap, that enveloped his 
head, gave him an appearance at the 
fame lime fo grotefque and fo hirfute 
that O’Rourke, who bad been highly 

amufed 
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amufed by the foregoing dialogue, could 
no longer contain his countenance, but 
burft into an immoderate fit of laughter. 
This explofion operated as a fignal for 
Halfalz to retreat; he flunk down into 
bed again j and, inftead of attempting a 
rejoinder of any fort, he contented him- 
felf by bellowing two or three hearty 
curfes in German upon thofe who not 
only made him a fubjeft of derifion, but 
who alfo turned into ridicule the molt 
fublime doftrines of modem philofophy. 

The next morning, by the advice of 
O’Rourke, Brinboc ventured to go upon 
deck, again, from which effort he re¬ 
ceived much benefit, and hia example 
w'as followed by the reft of the paffen- 
gers, not omitting Monfieur Halfatz. 
When the latter had afcended to tl^e 
top of the companion-ftairs, the firft ob- 
jeft that prefented itfelf to his fight was 
our hero, neither whofe fitce or voice 
F 3 he 
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he had been able to recognife the pre¬ 
ceding night. He feemed in 'doubt at 
firft what part he fliould zQ. j but pro¬ 
bably reflefting on the inequality of the 
conteft, in point of numbers at leaf!, he 
fued for peace in the following words: 
“ M. de Brinboc, you have had your 
jeft, and I have been deadly fick with¬ 
out jell: are you fatisfied with what is 
pad ? if you are> all 1 have to entreat is, 
that you will not pufli this matter any 
farther.” “ Agreed to,” anfwered 
Brinboc, “ provided that you promife 
never to fpeak in my prefence of the 
all-powerful effefls of a£ls of velleity, or 
of the perfectibility of the human fpe- 
cies.” “ Durus ejl hie fermoy' replied 
the fage, but I will compromife the 
bufmefs if you pleafe, by accepting the 
condition you enjoin for the time that 
we may happen to remain together in 
this fhip.” Brinboc, not chufing to ap- 

pear 
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pear unfraiStable in the moment of vic- 
.tory, acceded to the other’s propofal, 
and included in the truce his ally 
O’Rourke, whofe loud marks of mer¬ 
riment the evening before, had given 
much oli'ence to the metaphyfician. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

'Tni^Jiaius quo ante helium being thus 
happily fettled, the contrading powers 
were beginning to think of employing 
their forces in fome other way, when an 
Englifli gentleman of good appearance, 
who had been taken up in converfation 
with the captain of the packet, fuddenly 
meeting O’Rourke face to face, they 
fhook each other by the hand like old 
acquaintances. After fome previous 
difcourfe, the latter introduced Sir 
James M'Corcodale (for fuch was the 
gentleman’s name) to his friend Brin- 
boc, as a perfon whom he bad known 
at Vienna, Carlfbad, Drefden, and other 
places. 


They 
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They firft talked over their voyages 
and travels, and then Brinboc let Sir 
•James M'Corcodale into the fecret of 
Halfatz’s charadler, whofe appearance 
had excited his curiofity. 

Dinner being now ferved up on deck 
for thofe who did not venture to de- 
fcend into the gloomy dungeon of the 
cabin, the philofpher fell to work with 
his ufual voracioufnefs, and only defift- 
ed when there was nothing more to 
devour. Then he direfted his attacks 
to another quarter, and fwallowed fuch 
copious draughts from a brandy-bottle 
that he emptied it in a ttice. Having 
coinpileteiy gorged himfelf, he became 
extremely communicative, and informed 
the company that he had a plan in his 
head, which he meant (hould be carried 
into execution upon his arrival in Eng¬ 
land, and which would be produviive of 
great utility to that country, and of 
F 5 equal 
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equal honour to himfelf. This plan 
was, that London fhould be parcelled 
out into four great wards or divifions, 
known by the names of Europe, Afia, 
Africa, and America; the principal 
ftreets and fquares o/ each divifion to 
be named after the different independent 
ftafes of the correfponding quarter of 
the world ; and the lanes, courts, and 
allevs to receive the denominations of 
the cities, towns, and rivers moft worthy 
of note in that fame quarter. Analo¬ 
gous to this general plam, he meant to 
propofe another improvement, which 
was, that no Ihopkecpcr or tradefman 
ihould be allowed to hang out any fign 
but what bore a proper reference to the 
part of the town he inhabited: thus, in 
the divifion of Afia, a butcher Ihould 
be obliged to fell meat at the fign of 
Confucius; in that of Europe, a haber- 
dafher Ihould exhibit Galileo’s head; 
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in Egypt-ftreet, a lottery-office keeper 
diftribute his tickets under the fign of 
the Sphynx; while, in Delaware-Iane, 
an old woman might accommodate her 
cuftomcrs with gin, provided a portrait 
of Dr. Franklin hung over the door- 
M. Halfarz continued to obferve, that 
the advantages arifing from this fcheme 
were fuch as mull llrike every one. la 
the firft place, the general ftock of 
knowlege, as well hiftorical as chronolo¬ 
gical and geographical, would be greatly 
encrcafed ; and, fecondly, the greater 
diffufion of ufeful fcience would be 
principally felt by that clafs of people 
who 'hood mod in need of it j as, for 
example, a hackney-coachman would 
not drive his fare from Rome-fquare to 
Carthage-place without meditating on. 
the deeds of valour and afts of pa- 
tiiotifm that had imniortalifed thofe an¬ 
cient republics; and a drayman might 
F 6 be 
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•be impreffed with the moft falutary hor¬ 
ror againft prieftcraft and fuperftition, 
by the mere accident of unloading his 
fmall beer at the Mufti alehoufe on 
Conftantinople-hill. He added that it 
would be wafte of time to dwell any 
longer on the obvious benefits refulting 
from fo excellent a plan, and he con- 
eluded by offering to wager ail he was 
poffeOed of, that if his projeft fhouid be 
untverfaliy adopted, not a vicious or ty¬ 
rannical government in the world would 
be able to maintain its ground for twenty 
years. One of the paffengers, a Ger¬ 
man profeffor of botany from Gotha, 
complimented our phildfopher on bis 
oilightened and philanthropic views, 
which he affured him were worthy of a 
Solon or Lycurgus: but Sir James 
M'Corcodale wbifpered in Brinboc’s 
ear that he began to think the man was 
ftark flaring mad. This difference of 

opinion, 
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opinion, however, was foon loft in the 
general alarm occafioned by the failor 
at the maft-head crying out that he 
perceived in chafe of the packet, a veflel 
that had much the appearance of a thief, 
/. e. a privateer. As foon as night came 
on the captain altered his courfe, and or¬ 
dered all the lights tobe extingoilhed; bat 
thefe precautions did not avail him, for 
at break of day he found that the enemy 
had alfo tacked, and had gained upon him 
fo much during the chafe, that he had no 
more time than what was abfolutely nc- 
ceffary to prepare for an engagement. 
After the previous arrangements had 
been made, he addreffed his crew and 
paffengers in one of thofe Ihort but pithy 
fpeeches ufed by the brave fons of Nep¬ 
tune on fimilar occalions, and which 
was fo well received by the hardy race, 
to whom it was principally direfted, that 
they gave their commander three cheers 

as 
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as a proof of how fcnfible they were to 
the charms of his eloquence. Brinboc, 
O’Rourke, and Sir James M‘Corcodale 
had equipped themfelves with (words 
and piftols, and formed a fmali but 
trufty band near the cnplain’s perfon, 
when Brinboc, taking O’Rourke afide, 
fpoke to him in the following words: 
“ My dear friend, you know that the 
fate of war is uncertain, and that there 
are perfons for whofe welfare I am 
anxious even beyond the period of my 
own exigence; (hould it be my lot to 
fall in this engagement, and your’s to 
furvive it, do not forget Eugenie and 
Madame de Rofenleit. Our acquaint¬ 
ance is of no long (landing, but I have 
the fulled reliance on your friendfhip. 
Forgive me if I appear too importunate, 
and remember that there is no one elfe 
prefent of whom I could a(k fo much.” 
O’Rourke had only time to prefs bis 

friend’s 
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friend’s hand with all the ardour of fin- 
cere affeflion, when the enemy poured a 
broadfiJe into the veflel, a falute which 
was returned with an equal degree of 
vigour on their part. The battle, 
though !)of, was not long; for as the 
enemy’s objeCl was plunder, and not 
glory, after two or three iaeffeftual at¬ 
tempts to board, in the repelling of 
which Brinboc eminently diftinguilhed 
himfelf, they thought proper to Iheer 
off, notwithflanding the fuperiority of 
their force. 

The firft care after the combat ceafed 
w'as to enquire about the killed and 
wounded; but of the former their ap. 
peared fortunately to be none, and of 
the latter only four, and thefe not dan- 
geroufly, excepting one poor fellow, 
whofe right leg had been fo much fhat- 
tered that the fargeon deemed it necef- 
fary to amputate it above the knee. 

While 



113 MEMOIRS OF 

While he was preparing his inilruments 
for this painful operation, he told the 
wounded man that he was forry for his 
accident: “ Never mind that,” anfwered 
the brave tar, “ I have done my duty, 
now do your’s: all 1 hope is, that if I 
die of this job my wife and children 
may not be neglefted.” A fubfcription 
was immediately opened among the paf- 
feogers for his relief, and Sir James 
M‘Corcodaie defired the captain to give 
him the name and place of ^bode on fliore 
of this gallant failor,that he might fettle 
an annuity of twenty pounds upon him 
and his wife for life; a trait of genetofity 
which gave Brinboc and O’Rourke a 
high opinion of the goodnefs of Sir James 
M‘Corcodale’8 heart, and the other paf- 
fengers a great refpefl for his fortune, 
which they had not fufpeded before, on 
account of the firaplicity of his drefs 
and maimers. « But where is M. Hal- 

fatz?” 
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fatz ?” exclaimed feme one. M. Hal- 
fatz was fought for above and below j 
M. lialfatz’s name was called again and 
again; but no M. Halfatz was to be 
found either dead or alive, and at laft it 
was concluded that the unfortunate phi* 
lofopher had fallen overboard during 
the night, and that the great benefits 
arifing from his new nomenclature for 
the fireets of London was now loll to 
the Englilh nation and to the world for 
ever. 

Thefe melancholy ideas, however, 
were foon difpelled by the report of one 
of the failors, who, with a broad grin, 
informed the captain that he had dif- 
covered the fage in the hold, fafely 
lodged between two mattreffes, which 
he had fancied might ferve as anti-con- 
duftors had the enemy’s balls been tra¬ 
velling that way. From this lurking- 
place was the metaphyfical poltroon 

dragged 
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dragged out amidft the gibes and far* 
cafms of the feamen, and fo much was 
he abafhed, that he hardly ventured to 
fhew his face during the reft of the voy¬ 
age. The profefl'or of botany a!fo had 
taken no ftiarc in the aftion, but as he 
was an old man, and about to publdh a 
Flora Cot/xnJIsy his neutrality was not 
cenfured, both on account of his years, 
and for fear of offending the adtuircri of 
the fexual fyftem. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

As foon as the paflengers landed at 
Yarmouth they were conducted to the 
cuftom-houfe, where their clothes were 
tofled and tumbled about, at the trifling 
expence of half a crown for each trunk 
or portmanteau. 

lehoYiow confidered hlmfelf 
free from the promife which he had made 
to Brinboc on board the packet, began 
to grumble at this inconvenience ariCng 
from the nature of civilized fociety ; but 
O’Rourke foon ftopped his mouth by 
telling him, that if favages did notexaft 
tolls and duties on their frontiers, they 
did worfe, for they feized every thing 
that chanced to plcafe them, and left the 
traveller naked. This was the laft con¬ 
ference 
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fercncc that they had with the philo- 
fopher, a circumftance which did not 
afflidl them greatly; for if they had 
been a good deal amufed at firfl by his 
paradoxes, his abfurdity and prefuinp- 
tion had finally rendered him a com¬ 
plete nuifance to the whole company, 
excepting the German profeffor, who 
confidered ILlfatz aa a prodigy of wif- 
dom and genius, and who thought that 
he could not do better than dedicate his 
Flora to fo great a man. 

Brinboc, O’Rourke, and the Baronet 
adjourned to the principal inn, and, 
while the fupper was getting ready, the 
latter propofed that they fliould proceed 
together to town in his coach which 
was waiting for him, and that Fulgence 
and his own valet fliould follow them in 
a hired chaife. The two friends bowed 
in (dent acquiefcencc to this ofl'er; but 
Sir James happening to leave the room 

foon 
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foon after, Brinboc whifpered to 
O’Rourke .that he feared he had been 
guilty of an aft of imprudence in agree¬ 
ing to the Baronet’s propofal, as the ex- 
pences attending fuch a mode of travel¬ 
ling might not agree with the delicate 
conftitufion of his purfe. “ Be not 
under any apprehenfion on that fcore,” 
returned O’Rourke, “ for I know that 
he travels with his own horfes : bcfides, 
our being with him would not necef- 
farily occafion any greater expence even 
if fuch were not the cafe ; for in this 
country, where the words Liberty and 
Equality are not written over the doors, 
a man may travel fad or flow, as he 
likes bed, and is not forced to pay for a 
horfe that is quietly eating its oats in the 
ftable.” 

As Brinboc was endowed with that 
true fpecies of magnanimity which 
enables a man to accommodate himfelf 

without 
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'without repugnance to every circum- 
ftance fliort of difbonour, h? cheerfully 
fubmitred to an arrangement which his 
mind whifpered to him that he would 
have been the fir ft to propofe, had for¬ 
tune been plcafed to reverfe the relative 
fituation of the parties. 

The next morning the triumvirate 
fet out for London in Sir James’s car- 
riage, and they had not proceeded many 
miles before Brinboc took notice of the 
appearance of eafe and comfort gene¬ 
rally dift’ufed throughout the country, 
and he concluded his remarks by faying, 
that he began to attach a certain degree 
of credit to fome of the wiiters ot his 
own nation, who had aflcrted that the 
Englifti were a people of philofophers. 
“ I beg leave,” anfwered Sir James, 
“ to enter my proteft againft the cha¬ 
racter beftowed upon us by the vifioiiary 
writers to whom you allude; and likc- 

wiie 
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wife to affure you, that if we were indeed 
a people of philofophers, in their accepta¬ 
tion of the phrafe, we fliould long fince 
have become an eafy prey to any of our 
neighbours who would have taken the 
trouble of conquering us. An Englifh- 
nian is attached to his native foil by the 
ftrongeft ties; ties that, I hope, will 
never be difl'olved, and certainly can 
never be replaced by the dark, doubt¬ 
ful, and in.'..unite principles (if the 
moll contraJu 'V poiitions deferve that 
name) oi mod ' ’ philofophy. Good 
fenfc and the lot .- of genuine freedom 
are the true caul'es of my country’s 
pr.ifj erlty ; the former produced, and 
the latter protefleci, the blefiings of 
indutlry ; and until the one is facrificed 
at the Ihrine of fome chimerical fyflem, 
and the other overwhelmed in the vor¬ 
tex of national corruption, we may bid 
defiance to our enemies, and fuccefsfully 
I refill 
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refift the encroachments of tyrants, 
whether foreign or domeftic. What 
fay you, Mr. O’Rourke ? do your ideas 
agree with mine on thefe fubjecls ?” 
“ Perfedly,” anfwered the Hibernian, 
“ I once endeavoured to be a pradical 
philofopher for the fpace of eighteen 
months, and fo much was I difgufted 
with this noviciate, that the very name 
of philofophy, though originally a re- 
fpedable one, now fills me with a fenfa- 
tion of horror which I cannot pollibly 
defcribc.” This reply of O’Rourke’s 
provoked M‘Corcodalc’s curiofity, to fa- 
tisfy which he was obliged to recount 
his adventures anew, to the no fmall 
entertainment of the Baronet, who af¬ 
terwards, occafionally, called him the 
reclaimed philofopher. 

If Brinboc was ftruck with the neat- 
nefs and convenience of the accommo¬ 
dations on the road, he was ftill more 

fo 
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fo with the comparatively fmall price at 
which he* enjoyed thefe comforts. He 
had been accuftomed to confider Eng¬ 
land as one of the dearefl. countries in 
Europe, and now he found that he was 
travelling at lefs expence than he could 
have done in France or Germany. To 
explain this myftery it will be neceffary 
to inform the reader, that Sir James 
having confidered that the finances of 
an emigrant were not likely to be in the 
mod flourilhing date, had fallen upon a 
dratagem to fpare Brinboc’s purfe with- 
out hurting his feelings. He indrufled 
his fervant to be careful always to bring 
in the bill himfclf, not as he received it 
from the innkeeper, but reduced to the 
half of its real amount, the deficiency, 
of courfe, to be made good out of his 
mader’s pocket: the fictitious fum total 
being then divided among three, made 
the proportion of expendkure fall very 
VOL. 11. e lightly 
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lightly upon each ; nmi fo Ikilfully was 
this benevolent deception carried on, 
that it remained a profound fecret to 
every one, except the principal and 
agent in the traniaclion. Indeed it was 
only by the dtniife of the latter perlbn 
that it ever came to light, and that in 
the following manner : When about to 
pay the laft and indifpcnfable debt, he 
fent for his two moft intimate friends, 
an excifeman and a fhoemaker, and de¬ 
livered to them fome papers fealed up, 
with direflions that they fliould not be 
opened until fifty years had elapfed from 
the time of his death. Fortunately for 
the prefent generation, the executors, 
both authors of celebrity, preferring the 
general good to the faflidious delicacy 
of an individual, broke open the parcel, 
in which the foregoing anecdote was 
found, together with a great deal of 
curious matter upon various fubjcfls, 

comprifing 
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compiifing travel?, poems, efTays, letters 
to and from feveral literary characters, 
kc. The whole is now in the hands of 
an eminent bookfelier of acknowledged 
taflc and ingenuity, and will fliortly be 
publiflicd, with notes, in two ample vo¬ 
lumes quarto. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

The travellers made their entry imo 
London at the Euftern extremity of the 
town, and, confequenily, travetfed al- 
moft the whole metropolis before they 
arrived at Sir Jnnes’s houfe in Grof- 
venor-fquare. 

Brinboc cxprelTed himfelf highly fa- 
tished with the regularity of the build¬ 
ings, the clcapiirtefs of the ft reels, and 
the attention which was paid to the con- 
venience and fafety of the foot-paflen- 
gers ; while the extreme populoufnefs of 
the place, the fpltndoar of the equi¬ 
pages, and the magnificence of the 
Ihops, excited his admiration. 

When he alighted, he thought that 
the external appearance of the houfe did 

not 
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not correfpond with the notions whid» 
he had formed of Sir James’s fortune $ 
but he was agreeably furprifed to find 
himfelf ufhered into a handfome marble 
hall, ornamented with ftatues andvafes; 
and, on afcending from thence to the 
drawing-rooms, to difcover how much 
they exceeded his expeftations both in 
point of fize, and elegance of furniture. 
He then whifpered O’Rourke, that he 
never thought of meeting with fuch fpa- 
cious and fumptuous apartments in a 
houfe of only three windows in front: 
to which remark his friend replied, that, 
in England, it was ibmetimes worth 
cue’s while, not to ftop at the outfide 
either of men or of things. 

Sir James now requefted his fellow* 
travellers to confider his houfe as their 
own, faying that he could not think of 
letting two perfons of his acquaintance 
go to an inn, one of whom was a^ entire 
c 3 ftranger 
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ftranger in London, and the other very 
nearly in the fame fituation, and that 
his quality of bachelor enabled him to 
affure them, that their acceptance of his 
offer would confer a great pleafure on. 
himfelf, without its being produftive of 
inconvenience or uneafinefs to any one 
elfe. O’Rourke thanked the Baronet 
for his polite invitation, of which he faid 
he would avail himfelf with the lefs dif¬ 
ficulty, as he did not intend to Aay above 
a week in London, previous to his de¬ 
parture for his native fhore. Brinboc 
alfo acquiefeed to this friendly propofal, 
but he only confented by his looks, for 
his heart was too full to allow him to 
utter any thing. He felt grateful for 
the kind attentions which he was then 
receiving, and he likewife felt what little 
profped there was of his ever having it 
in his power to make them a fuitable re¬ 
turn. .He could not help contrafting his 

former 
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former with his prefent fituation : he 
once coulii have given as well as taken,, 
but now he was doomed no longer to 
enjoy the pleafurable reciprocity of 
friendly ufiices. His i in agination be¬ 
came heated by the multitude of glow¬ 
ing images which rulhecTupon his mind, 
and he was for a moment tranfported 
fiom liis actual (late of exitlence co ‘he 
recolleclion ot happier days and better 
times. From thid'e vifions of compara¬ 
tive felicity he was dragged once more 
to the gloomy feenes from which he had 
efcaped himfelf, but which now ap¬ 
peared to him more terrific than ever, 
becaufe his beloved filler might flill be 
involved in them; or, if Ihe Ihould be 
equally fortunate in her attempt to fly 
from thofe feenes, it was only to add one 
more to the lift of exiles and wanderers, 
in company with the mod virtuous and 
amiable of women, who was about to 
G 4 facrifice 
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facrifice all the comforts attendant upon 
long habits, and to become the inhabi¬ 
tant of a foreign land, where (he was 
unknown, and where Ihe would be fe- 
parated from part of her children ; and 
for whom ? for himfelf, for Brinboc, for 
a man who had it not in his power to 
beftow the fmalleft particle of relief upon 
a fing’e human being ! 

Such were the reflexions which 
crowded upon him in much lefs time 
than is here taken to defcribe them, 
and with a violence that language 
cannot exprefs. His heart feemed 
to fwel! as if it was on the point of 
burning; the warm current of hi* 
bt -,od was converced into an icy liquor, 
that crept along his veins, and thrilled 
bis whole body ; his fight was dimmed, 
and his legs were bending under him, 
when he ftaggered to a chair, into which 
he threw himfelf, careiefs and almoft 


uncon- 
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unconfcious of life. Shame, however, 
foon roufed him from this ftate of tor¬ 
pid infenfibility ; he blufhed for the 
weaknefs into which he had been be¬ 
trayed by the acutenefs of his feelings, 
and fo much was he irHtated againft this 
a<fr of cowardice, as he termed it, in his 
own mind, that he almoft prayed for 
frelh and greater misfortunes, in order 
to expiate his want of fortitude under 
the prelTure of calamities that were, per¬ 
haps, mere trifles compared to thofe en¬ 
dured by others in fltuations fomevvhat 
fimilar to his own. 

Luckily for Brinboc, his violent emo- 
tions had not been noticed by Sir James 
or O’Rourke, as their attention had 
been directed towards the fquare, in 
confequence of a hackney-coach being 
overturned under the window at which 
they Hood. As foon as the former per¬ 
ceived that there were pafiengers in the 
G 5 coach, 
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coach, he ordered his fervants to run, 
and offer all the afli fiance in their power 
to the fufferers by this accident, and to 
invite them into the houfe until another 
coach was fent for. The perfons whom 
they eztric!kted fsom ■ their difagreeable 
fituation proved to be an elderly gentle¬ 
man, and a youth of about fifteen, both 
of w'hom bore the appearance of fo¬ 
reigners, and of military men. After 
Sir James had fatisfied himfelf that they 
had undergone no hurt, he requefled 
them to take fome refrefhment, an offer 
which they declined, and only begged 
that a perfon might be difpatched to 
procure another vehicle. 

Before this requeft could be complied 
with, Brinboc had collefled himfelf fuf- 
ficiently to come down to the dining¬ 
room, where the company had feated 
themfelves, but he was ftruck dumb 
with joy and furprife, when, in the el- 

defly 



M. DE BRINBOC. 


*31 

derly gentleman, he recognized the per- 
fon and features of his old friend Baron 
T—, whofe efcape from the maflacre of 
the Swifs guards at Paris we related in 
the early part of this hiftory. Our 
hero and the worthy Helvetian rallied 
into each other’s embraces, and re¬ 
mained for fome time in that pofture 
without being able to utter a fingle fyl- 
lable, fo much were they affedled by 
their uncxpefted meeting, till nature 
found a vent for her workings, and 
they mingled the tears of gratitude and 
friendlhip without controul or referve. 

After this feafonable relief, Brinboc 
introduced the Baron to Sir James and 
O’Rourke, and begged them to excufe 
the warmth of his emotions, as he had 
long feared that his friend was no more, 
not having heard from him fince the 
night on which he had left Fontenaye- 
aux-Rofes. He then afked him if his 
G 6 yxiung 
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young companion was not alfo his fon, 
for he thought that his countenance bore 
teftimony to fome affinity of this fort, 
though he did not recolleft ever having 
feen him before. “ Yes,” anfweredthe 
Baron, “ he is my fon, who has very 
lately arrived in this country from the 
mountains of Glarus. t am about to 
initiate him in the profeffion of arms, 
and if 1 cannot make a Hannibal of 
him in any other way, I lhall teach him, 
at lead, to fwear an everjafting hatred 
againd the oppreflbrs and devadators 
of his unfortunate country.” 

Sir James obferved that the plea- 
fare attending this unforefeen meeting 
would be greatly diminifhed if M. 
T— perfided in his defign of leaving 
them immediately, and that he would 
therefore, for M. de Brinboc’s fake, 
entreat him to fpend the reft of the 
evening in their company. 


The 
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The worthy Swifs replied that he 
would cheerfully give up his engage¬ 
ment in order to pafs a few hours with 
the man to whom he was indebted for 
his life j and he recounted to Sir James 
the hofpitable afylum which Brinboc 
had given him on the night of the 10th 
of Auguft 1792. 

They then fat down to fupper, and 
the Baron aiked Brinboc a thoufand 
queftions about himfelf and Eugenie; 
and particularly if he had n^t been the 
viftim of his humanity, as he had rea- 
fon to fear from the information which 
the mayor had communicated to them. 
Brinboc endeavoured to anfwer this laft 
interrogatory in a manner the leaft dif- 
treffing to his^riend’s feelings; but the 
latter clearly perceived that his fufpi- 
cions were but too well grounded, and 
he manifefted evident figns of regret 
and forrow for having been the caufe, 

however 
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however unwillingly, of Brinboc’s fub- 
fequent troubles. 

To divert his attention from this dif: 
agreeable idea, he requeued the i arcn 
to favour them with an account of what 
happened to him after hrs flight from 
Fontenaye j which he did in the fol- 
lowing words: 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

“It was about ten o’clock, if I recol- 
le£l rightly, when I left your houfe, and 
for fome time I wandered abr)ut, not 
knowing what path to choofe, as all 
feemed to be equally befet with danger. 
If I continued to ftroll through the 
country after the return of day, it was 
fcarcely poffible that I Ihould efcape the 
patroles, which were moving in every 
direftion, and which would infallibly put 
me to death on difeovering who I was, 
a fate I could not hope to avoid in con-> 
fequence of being unprovided with "a 
paffport, and alfo on account of my 
German accent. I therefore refolved to 
hazard the attempt of returning to 
Paris, under the perfuafion that if I 


once 
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once fucceeded in paffing the gates, I 
fhould find no difficulty in hiding myfelf 
in fome corner of that great city. 

‘‘ Conformably to this determination 
I took the road of Arceuil and Ivry, 
and, after croffing the water near Cha- 
renton, I entered the wood of Vincennes 
precifely as the clock ftruck three. As 
I was a good deal tired I fat down at the 
foot of a tree, and began to ruminate on 
the means that 1 fhould employ in order 
to elude the vigilance of the guards 
pofted at the Barriere du Throne^ 
through which I meant to pafs \ but I 
was torturing my mind to no purpofe, 
when fatigue overpowered the fenfe of 
danger, and I fell faft afleep. 

“ My repofe was of no long dura¬ 
tion however, for I was fuddenly awoke 
by the found of blows, which refounded 
throughout the wood, and, on (farting 
up, as it was now day, I perceived a 

man. 
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man, who had been leading two affes 
loaded with charcoal, one of which had 
funk under its burden, and the noife 
was occafioned by the violent ftrokes of 
a cudgel, in virtue of which he hoped to 
fet the animal on its legs again. I went 
up to the afs-driver, whofe villainous 
afpeft agreed perfeftly with the bar¬ 
barity of his conduft, and I alked if I 
could be of any fervice to him ? He 
faid that his facree bete had cheated him, 
for that he would not have given it any 
food that morning if he thought it 
would have died before the end of the 
journey. 1 almoll: envied the lot of the 
afs, in being at laft relieved from the 
cruelty of its mercilefs niafter) but as 
moralifing was of no ufe to me in the 
then pofture of my affairs, I told the 
coalman that I was going to Paris, and 
that if he was travelling the fame'road 
I wooid help to carry the panniers, 

which 
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which he had now no mode of conveying 
but upon his own flioulders, the fur- 
viving afs was but barely equal to the bur¬ 
den already on its back. Wc then agreed 
to take the load alternately ; and when it 
firfl came to my turn to bear it, the afs- 
driver gave me a draught of execrable 
brandy, which I fwallowed with great 
avidity, on account of the chilhiefs that 
I felt thtoughout my body from having 
flept expofed to the night air. As we 
approached the gates of Paris 1 felt a 
degree of an.\iety more opprtfilve than 
the burden on my'back, and this un- 
cafiuefs was not at all ditniniflied by my 
conduffor’s afleing me how I came by 
my Holland fhirt, which made its ap¬ 
pearance through the various rents and 
holes of the tattered clothes that I had 
refumed at Fontenaye, without parting 
with this article of my ufual drefs, 
which had thus very neatly 

me. 
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me. I told him that I had bought it for 
forty fols Qf a national guard, who had 
taken it from the body of an ariftocrat 
whom he had killed at the ftorming of 
the Thuilleries. He feemed to be fatif- 
fied with this anfwer, and, fortunately 
for me, when we were within twenty 
yards of the barricre, we W'ere over¬ 
taken by a troop of peafants, fome on 
foot, and others leading horfes and carts, 
loaded with poultry, fruit, and pro- 
vifions of every kind for the markets, 
and in this buftle our charcoal was 
flightly infpeflied by the fentinels, but 
my perfon was not taken the fniallefl: 
notice of, and confequently I was not 
alkcd a fingle queftion.. 

“ You may fuppofe that I had never 
made my entry into any town in fuch a 
plight before, but I can alTure you, that, 
at the moment I am fpeakiiig of, I ex¬ 
perienced a more lively fatisfa£lion than 

if 
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If I had entered Paris at the head of 
my regiment, for I concluded that the 
greateft part of the danger was over. 
Unwilling to omit any part of the cha- 
rader that I was afting, when I laid 
down my load in Rue 'St. Antcmey I 
demanded a recompenfe for the labour 
I had undergone ; but the afs-driver, 
looking me full in the face, replied, 
that, if he was not much miftaken, I 
was pretty well paid already. Whether 
this was a jeer, alluding to the beverage 
I had tailed in the wood, or whether the 
fcoundrel really fulpefted me of being 
a gentleman in dirguire, I car.ncst now 
fay, nor Uhl I tl’en deem it prudent 
to enquire; fo'that I marched off in 
filence, with no other reward for my 
pains than a confiderable quantity of 
coal-duft, with which I was fo com- 
pletely begrimed, that I did not appre¬ 
hend being recognifed by my moft inti¬ 
mate 
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mate acquaintance, fliould they chance 
to come ii\ my way. I was direfting 
my fteps by the Boulevard du TempUy 
towards the Rue St. Martin, where I 
meant to feek for refuge in the houfe of 
a Swifs, who had formerly been my own 
fervant, when my progrefs was impeded 
by an immenfe multitude returning from 
the Temple, where they had been on 
what they called a patriotic guard during 
the night, and bearing in front two 
bloody heads ftuck upon pikes, with the 
fight of which thefe mongers had been 
agonizing the feelings of the king and 
the other royal captives. I turned back 
with horror from this dreadful fpedacle, 
and bent my courfe another way, with¬ 
out reflefting whither I fliould go, until 
eroding the Pont Royal, I was flopped 
by a woman, who faid to me in a low 
voice, * Baron, what are you about ? if 
you go into the Fauxbourg St, Germain 

you 
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you are loft : return with me and I will 
fave you.’ 

“ I afFcifted at firft not to underftand 
what flie meant by thefe w’ords, and I 
told her that Ihe certainly miftook me for 
another pei fon : ‘ flie faid that fhe knew 
me well, notwithftanding my difguife, 
that (he had been my waflier-woman for 
many years, and that if I would truft to 
her honour, and follow her, (he w'ould 
conduct me to a place of fafety.’ I 
now faw that it was ufelefs to diflemble 
any longer, and that this poor woman 
could have no finifter purpofe in view, 
for if it had been her objed to betray 
me, (he needed only pronounce my 
name aloud, and I (hould have been ar- 
refted on the fpot, and inftantly dragged 
before the revolutionary tribunal. I 
therefore told her to proceed, and I fol¬ 
lowed her without hefitation, though 
not without feeling much difappoint- 

ment 
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ment at the infufficiency of my difguife, 
in fpite of .the coal-dufl:, that made me 
look like a chimney-fweeper. 

“ My condudtrefs led m.e through fe- 
veral obfcure ftreets and alley?, until we 
came to a miferable-looking houfe, the 
door of which (he did not open imme¬ 
diately, but waited for an opportunity, 
when no one was palling by, to let me 
in. I was fo much overpowered by fa¬ 
tigue, anxiety, and w'ant of food, as well 
as reft, that I begged the good woman to 
let me repofe my wearied limbs even on 
the brick floor : but to this Ihe would 
not agree; Ihe infifted on my rajf^ing 
fome nourilhment, after which Ihe 
Ihewed me up to a fort of garret, where 
I lay down upon a wretched truckle 
bed, with a fiiigle blanket for my cover¬ 
ing, and I flept without intermiffion till 
the next morning. Not with ftanding 
this falutary repofe, I felt very feverilk 


on 
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on waking, a circumftance that I attri* 
buted to cold caught in my flight from 
Fontenaye; for, if you recoiled, the 
night was damp ancf {howery, and 
1 found that 1 had got an ague, which 
was not likely to be removed by my pre- 
fent diet, confiding folely of horfe-beans 
boiled up with fome coarfe kind of vege¬ 
tables, and feafoned with rancid butter 
or hog’s-lard. Of fuch grofs food, 
however, 1 could not complain, fmce it 
was all that my benevolent hodefs could 
afford me, and to procure which die was 
obliged to/labour from morning until 
nig^^^he ufed ifb go out as foon as the 
fun rbfe, lockji^»the door, and taking 
the key in her pocket, to avoid fufpi- 
cion; (he then returned at mid-day with 
the dinner for me and herfelf, after 
which flje went back to the place where 
Ihe worked till the clofe of evening, 
^he then vidted me in my garret, and 

related 
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related to me what ihe had heard of the 
occurrences of the day, which in ge* 
neral was nothmg but a difinai narrative 
of fanguinary and atrocious deetk. 

** This woman bad known b^tee 
days: fhe had been waitiz^-woman to 
the old Duchefs of B<>-, bnt had left 
her place to marry a worthleft £^ow, 
who abandoned her in the courfe • 
few months. After Ibme friudeft ai« 
deavours to regsdn her f<nwier fioiatkm» 
file earned het Uvelihood by waihingt^ 
repairing the linen of finale i^lemen,' 
but the revolution dqnived her of her 
bell cuftomers, and a tediotnl^^ pf 
iicknefs confumed the little icings 
which her indufiry had enabled her ip 
lay by. She now drudged in a caipet* 
manufaftoxy at the rate of twenty fois ar- 
day, and upon this miferable pittaiuse 
file not only fupported berfeli^ hot alfii 
fed me; fpr you know$ M* cte ^hihpc, 

VOL. II. K that 
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that I was not then mafter of a fingle 
ftfihingk 1 aiked her how came to 
^ £6 perfedly acquainted with my per* 
fon, as 1 did not recoiled ever having 
fisen her face before the time £he ac* 
colled me on the Pont Royal. She an* 
fwered that ihe had often feen me when 
ihe went to my lodgings to deliver my 
linen> and that 1 bad once rendered her 
an important fervice, by fending her a 
fmall fum when 11^ was confined by 
fickn^Sy at the felicitation of my valet 
ie chauAre. It was with the greateft 
difficulty that I could recal the tranfac* 
tion to my mind ; and at the moment it 
took place I cortainly did not forefee 
that I was bellowing relief on one who 
would afterwards fave my life at the rilk 
of Her own. I fear, gentlemen, con¬ 
tinued the Baron, that 1 tire you with 
the repetition o£ thefe details; but 
after all the feenes of mifery and honor 

which 
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which I have been forced to witnefs, my 
mind reverts to deeds of benevolence 
whh pleafure, and dwells on them with 
complacency. 

** In this hntnbk manfion of vir¬ 
tuous poverty I lay concealed for feveral 
days,'when, growing impatient of fiich 
clofe confinement, and thinking that 
nothing but a removal could reftore me 
to my health, I propofed to the good 
Sufin tb let me depart fa the middle <6^ 
the next night, as 1 could no longer 
think of continuing a burden to her as 
well as to myfelf. The worthy creature, 
with tears nr her «yes,< befooght me aot 
to be guilty of fucli a raih aft, for that. 
(he beard that La chajfe aux R^f^gs * 
was as hot as ever ; and I promifed that 
I would defer kny intended flight amit^ 
{he fliDutd be fatisfied that it might be 
effefitdd with fomd greater appeatsmce df 


♦ The hunt after the Royallfts. 
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fuccefst That very evening flie came 
up to me with evident marks of terror 
in her looks, and told me of the dread¬ 
ful cruelties which had been perpetrated, 
alld were Aill going on, at the Abbayede 
St. Germain, the Carmes of the Rue de 
Vaugirard, &c. &c. fit was the 2 d of Sep¬ 
tember, and the mafiacres of that bloody 
day and the following ones are frelh in 
the recollcflion of eva:y perfon. 

** I defired Sufon to procure, if pof- 
fiblc, a lift of the fufferers j and when 
Ihe brought it to me the next day, I 
found upon it what my heart had au¬ 
gured but too well, that is to fay, the 
names of perfons eminently diftinguifli- 
ed for their virtues, talents, and pa- 
triottft&; of youi^ and beautiful wo¬ 
men; and of veneral^e old then. Some 
of my beft friends alfo;! I let the paper 
fall from my hands; I became almoft 
frantic with rage; one moment I curfed 
jny nature, and another, as if tofoften the 

poignancy 



M. DE BRINBOC. 


149 

poignancy of my feelings, I thanlceZl 
Heaven,that I was not a Frenchman. 
A little reflexion, however, foon con¬ 
vinced me, that there was hardly a 
people who had not difgraced thei^ 
felves, at fome period or other of their 
hiftory, with fcenes refembling thofe 
which I now lamented; that fimilar 
circumdances would produce ' hmilar 
confequences ; and that the juft execra- 
tion of unbiafied pofterity would light 
upon the guilty few who had driven a 
blind multitude to the commif&on of 
the moft horrible excefles. 

“ I funk on my pillow, but not to 
repofe; for I knew that the work of 
death was ftill going on, and I fancied 
that I heard the groans of expiring 
viaims, and that ftreams of blood flowed 
around me on every fide, r* My imagina¬ 
tion reprefented to me all thofe inends, 
whofe names were not infcribed on the 
K 3 fatal 
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'tatal lift which I had feen, as now 
dragged before the fanguinary,tribunal, 
and devoted to general deftrudion; and 
every time the clock of the Thuilleries 
-told the hour, it feemed to ftrike the 
knell 0/ that ill-fated and mifguided mo¬ 
narch, who might ftill have been on his 
throne had he known that, between the 
governor and the governed, too much 
lenity muft neceftarily end in excelKve fe- 
verity on one fide or on the other. From 
this gloomy reverie I was roufed by a 
tremendous knock at the fireet door, 
and as the houfe was no more rmark- 
able for folidity of conftruftion, than for 
elegance of ornament, 1 could diftindly 
hear the voice of a perfon peremptorily 
defiring admifiion in the name of the 
natbn. From the nature of the fum- 
mons i inftantly guef^ the reft, and 1 
fubmitted to tAy fate with the fame 
tran(|uillity, though not with the fame 

fatisfadion, 
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farlsfadion, as if I had been ordered hf 
niy commanding officer to encounter 
certain death on the field of battle. 
The door was opened, and feveral men 
entered the lower room where Sufoa 
flept, one of whom afked her if flie had 
not in her houfe an officer of the Swift 
guards, called Baron T—, who had con- 
fpired againft the fovereignty of the 
people on the loth of Auguft? But 
judge of my aftonilhment when I heard 
Sufon burft into a fit of laughter at the 
notion of a Baron’s lodging in fuch a 
hovel, and refolutely declaring that (he 
had no other inmate than a relation of 
her own, who had been confined to his 
bed with an ague for upwards of a 
month. ‘ I muft be convinced by the 
teftimony of my own eyes,* faid the 
commander of the detachment; ‘ I have 
feen the Baron a hundred times when 
on guard, and 1 know him well j if he 
H 4 be 
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be in the houfe he fliall not efcape 
me/ With thefe words he marched up 
flairs, defired me to rife in the bed, 
and, holding a lantern within a few 
inches of ray face, furveyed rae for near 
a minute. ‘ No,* faid the myrmidon of 
revolutionary juftice, turning round to 
his followers, ‘ this is not the pcrfon 
whom we are in fearch of} there is re- 
femblance enough to have created a mif- 
take: but the Baron is confiderably 
fatter, not fo tall, and at lead ten years 
younger.’ As foon as he pronounced 
this verdift the whole troop began to 
file off; and before he left the room he 
cad another glance at me, which, though 
very fignificant, had nothing ferocious 
in it. It is podible that my altered 
looks and haggard appearance might 
have deceived this man fo far as to pre> 
vent him from recollefling my features; 
but I cannot help thinking that he was 

one 
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•ne of the many hundreds, not to -kif. 
millions, in the courfe of the French 
revolutioh, who, becoming the infl;ru> 
nient» of tyranny and cruelty againft 
the didates of their own confciences, 
have fometiines ventured to depart from 
the inftrudions of theii fanguinary ru¬ 
lers, when they could do it with entire 
fafety to themfelves. Such was the idea 
which ilruck me at the moment; and 
as, comparatively fpeaking, it was a 
pleafurable one, I adopted it with eager- 
nefs and fatisfadion. 

** The fequei of my ftory is neither 
long or interefting, and 1 fliall therefore 
haften to a conclufion. I obtained, a 
paflport as a labouring man returning to 
Dijon for the vintage; and from thence 
I eroded over into S^vitzerland without 
much difficulty, where I was received at 
one rifen from the dead by my family, 
who, not having heard about me Ance 
H ^ the 
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jjie (naHacre of the Swifs guards, con¬ 
cluded that 1 had perifhed on the me¬ 
morable loth of Augufl;. 

I was concerned to find that my 
countrymen were not fufficieatly alarmed 
at the revolutionary progrefs of their 
neighbours; and that they fancied 
France was only engaged in a war of 
defence: as if hiftory afforded a fiogle 
inftance of a powerful nation Hopping 
fiioTt in the career of vi£lory, to lifien to 
the voice of juHice and moderation. 1 
had flattered myfelf with hopes thsu 
the mountains of Helvetia might have 
afforded a Thermopylae to modern Eu¬ 
rope i but want of union and confidence 
have deftroyed tbpfe hopes, and, after 
joining to the utmoft of my power in 
the laff ftruggle for the expiring liberty 
of my native land, I am conw to offer 
,my fword and fervices to the only coun¬ 
try which feenss deterged tp fuj^t 
1 its 
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its honour and independence. This aps^ 
plication has been attended with better 
fuccefs thkn I had perhaps any right to 
expeft, for I am appointed lieutenant- 
colonel of a Swifs regiment now form¬ 
ing in the Ifle of Wight, whither I sat 
going, together with my fon, who has 
alfo been prefented with a fubaltern’s 
commidion. You will not be forry to 
hear, continued M. T—, that, notwith^ 
handing my difficulties wd misfortunes,^ 
I have been able to afford the good Su- 
(bn fome affihance, as a fmall token q( 
my grateful affeftion towards that vir¬ 
tuous creature,”.—H^re the Baron go(| 
up to take his leajve, but he waa.nctt 
lowed to depart untUs he promired 3rihr 
boc and ,Sir James to dine with them the 
next day. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

When Brinboc retired to his bed- 
diamber he found Fulgence in waiting 
to aihit him in undreding; but he was 
about to difpenfe with his fervices when 
the latter, begging pardon for the li¬ 
berty he was going to take, afked hit 
mafter if that immenfe trad of ftreets 
and fquares which they had travelled 
over in order to arrive at Sir James’s 
houfe conftituted the place called Lon¬ 
don ? ** Yej,” replied Brinboc, ** and 
what then i** ** Et* notre Paris donct 

* It h not eafy to give a litml tranllation of 
tkit cxprcfiioB without weakening the idea which 
it wM meant to convey. It hai fomethiog of pity 
and forrow in it, like Handct’a ** Alaa, poor 
Tonckr* 
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Monjieur!** returned Fulgence with""* 
dejeded countenance. 

Brinboc hardly knew whether to 
laugh or fcoid at this ebullition of hit 
man’s patriotifm : however, he told-hini 
not to be uneafy at what he faw, for 
that if both places were not completely 
happy, it was not for want of extent or 
population. Fulgence Teemed fatisfied 
with this reply, and he went to bed, 
perhaps to be haunted by the image of 
the fair MademotfeUC Pauline, as his 
mailer was by thoTe of his '>£fter and 
Madame de Rofenfelt. 

Brinboc knew very well that it vms 
too Toon to exped letters from Berlin, 
as it had been agreed upon between him 
and his future bride that (he ihould 
«nly write after receiving Eugenie's 
anfwer to her propofal for the fatter to 
leave France; and yet, firange to fay, 
he felt a wilh that Madame de Rofenfelt 
8 had 
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bad not attended ftri^ly to this ar> 
rangement, but had furprifed him with 
a. letter awaiting his arrival in 'London. 
Thus it is that we contrive, ingenir 
ouflyj to torment ourfeives, even when 
it might be ^uppo^ed that fortune had 
been kind enough to fave us that 
trouble. Sleep, however, would not 
be defrauded of its due, and in fpke 
of all evils, real and imaginary, Mon- 
fieur de Brinboc funk into a profound 
Humber ,^ 11 ; as be was forming fome 

plans,hTue 

that might fpring from his union with 
the amiabk relkt of Colonel Von Ro- 
feafeir. 

The neat morning Sir James tokl hi# 
guefts that he would beg leave to offer 
them bis carriage, and a perfon to com 
duft them £0 the ptbacipal objects of cu» 
rjoCty in London, while he went to pay 
ibme friendly viHts to a few perfons, 

whom 
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whom he was defirous of feeing afec». 
an abfence of four months. 

Our hSro and O’Rourke fet out upon 
the ufual pilgrimage to the Abbey, 
Paul’s, the Tower, &c. and came hack 
much amufed and not a little &tigued 
by the variety of fine things with which 
they had feafted their eyes- during this 
peregrination. 

“ How comes it to pafs,” faid Brin- 
hoc to Sir James, “ that among the 
buildings which adorn the .metropolis, 
there is not one appropriated for the 
refidence of the Sovereign j for as to 
the hovel which I was told was the pa« 
lace of Saint James’s, I fhould mther 
have fuppofed' it ta be a barrack, then 
the habitation of the monarch o£ a 
and powerful nation.” The Baronet 
not prepared to anfwer rjiis queftloa, 
which had never occurred to his mind 
before, and as i&inboc perceived that 

he 
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•he hefitated a liitie, he relieved him 
from his difficulty by remarking that, 
{H'obably a Brittih king was ihdiil'erent 
dxrut any other place of abode, wiiile 
confeious of always dwelling in the hearts 
of hts fubjeds. 

Here they were interrupted by the 
porter, who prefented his maflet with a 
fcore or two of cards, which had been 
left at the door in confequence of Sir 
James’s return to England, and Brin- 
boc took occafion to compliment him 
on the great inteteft which his friends 
feemed to feel for his welfare ; but 
MK^orcodale affured him that there was 
not one of thofe gentlemen who would 
take the trouble of croffing the fquare to 
fne kim from ruin, except he found 
kii own account in it. One hah of 
them were profufe of their attennnas 
and ctvilitiei out of refpe£f for his par¬ 
liamentary intereft, and the other, be- 

cauie 
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caufe they looked upon him as a good 
match for, their daughters or fiftcrs. 

“ However,” continued the Baronet, 
“ we muft not pry too clofely into thefe 
matters; it is a folly for any one to 
fuppofe that he lhall be courted and 
fought after merely out of regard to his 
perfonal merits or qualifications; and 
the man who is filly enough to indulge 
in this fpecies of vanity will meet with 
the punifliment it deferves, by finding 
himfelf, as it were, in a defert, on the 
mod populous fpot in the world. 1 do 
not mean to fay that we are not to draw 
a line, and a very ftrong fhade of dif¬ 
ference, between thofe to whom we are 
attached by the ties of real and difin- 
terefted friendfliip, and thofe peffons 
with whom we are thrown together in 
the common intercourfe of life j thf 
diftance that feparates thefe two clafies 
from eadh other, in a hearty Mceptible 
TOD of 
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t 5 f true fympathy and affe£lion, is almofl 
immeafurable; and the power of dif- 
crimioating one from the other is, per* 
haps, the greatefl: advantage arifing from 
an acquaintance with adverfity.” 

You have then been acquainted 
with that ftern and ruthlefs deity,” faid 
Brinboc. ** My chagrins and miihaps,” 
replied Sir James, ** hardly deferve that 
name; but they were fufficient, both in 
qo^ty and duration, to furnifli me with 
the touchftone of which I have been 
fpeaking, and I fliall have no difficulty 
in recounting them to you at fomc 
other time.” 

Here the names of Baron T— and 
his fon were announced, as well as that 
of Mr. Belmont, a young gentleman 
whom Sir James prefented to the com¬ 
pany as a relation of hU own. 

Dinner was fooa after ferved up, and 
every thing tended fo maflu truly 

convivial 
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convivial feaft, in which the pleafures bf 
the table \yere enlivened and rehu'jd by 
the eiFufions of wit, good humour, and 
friendlhip. Baron T— was the firft 
who fpoke of departing, and he con< 
felTcd that it was very relu£Untly he 
was forced to tear himfelf from fuch 
agreeable fociety, but he had proiui£$d 
to meet his colonel that evening, and aa 
he was to fist out for the Ifle of Wight 
the next motmng, he could not depart 
from bU engagement. No oppoftoon 
could be made by any one to fo (bong a 
reafon for breaking up the party, and 
Brinboe followed the Baron out of the 
dining-room, and took that opportunity 
to alk him if k were not po0ible to 
cure for him n commilEon in his regL> 
ment, a piece of fgrvke which he would 
mod gratefully acknowledge. Tim far# 
mer declared that he was extremely 
mortified to be uodec th 4 i nec^ky'of 

refufing 
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refuHng the firft requeft ever made to 
him by th^ friend who ha4 faved hit 
life at the rifk of his own, but the con* 
ilitution of the regiment exprefsly re¬ 
quired that every officer in it ihould be 
a native of Switzerland. ** Befides," 
continued the Baron, ** if I did not 
mifunderftand you lad night, you told 
me that you were on the pomt of enter¬ 
ing the holy ftate of matrimony; and 
if that be the cafe, pray have you the 
lady’s permiffion to enlill under any 
banners ezceptmg thofe of Hymen!” 
“ True,” replied Brinboc, laughing, 
** I forgot that I am no longer my own 
mailer; and your quick recoile^on of 
the drcumftance convinces me that you 
BMtft be an ezKxilent hulband: never- 
thetefs 1 do not defpair yet of putting 
my military plan into execution, al¬ 
though 1 am diliq>pointed in the prefent 
inilance.** He diot affieflionately took 

leave 
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leave of M. T— and his fon, and re¬ 
turned to Sir James, who aiked him if 
he (hould like to fpend the remainder 
of the evening at his coufin Lady Bel¬ 
mont's, mother of the young gentle¬ 
man prefent ? Brinboc anfwered that he 
(hould be extremely happy to wait on 
her ladyihip; but O’Rourke excufed 
himfelf on account of a violent head* 
ache, which had feized him fince din¬ 
ner, and which rendered him unfit for 
company. Away they drove, and fuc- 
ceeded at lafi in getting up to the door, 
in fpite of a triple row of carriages, as 
rapid in their motions, and almoft as 
dangerous, as the 'war-chariots of the 
ancient Medes and Perfians. Sir James 
introduced our hero to his noble rela¬ 
tive, a fat lady of about five-and-forty, 
moderately well .bred, and vmy good 
humoured, andwhofe broad atxenc^j^ 
high cheekpbtmes, left no doubt la to 

the 
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the part of the iiland that bad the ho* 
nOur of giving her birth. 

She aflted the ftrangcr twenty qnet- 
trons m a kind of French, or rather 
Lmgva Francay hr lefs mtefligible to 
him than her own language, but fortu¬ 
nately (he did not wait for any anfwer, 
but Went on with the fame volubility : 
*• Brinboc, Brinboc—-why to be fure 
that is a French name, though I think 
we have fomething very like it in Ber- 
wkklhire; have we not Sir James?" He 
only replied with an inclination of the 
head, and Lady Belmont went to the 
other end of the room to fpeak to the 
Duke of M—, who was Juft arrived. 
The Baronet then prefented his fnend 
to Mils Celeftina Bdoiotit, her lady- 
(hip's only unmarried daughter, and 
leavisfg Wm in her agreeable company, • 
entered into converfmion with ferveral 
acquaintance, who crowded round him 

to 
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to congratulate him on his return ta 
England. ,The gentlemen all aiked him 
what news he brought from the Conti> 
nent; and the ladies begged leave to 
know whether he had been in town 
long enough to have feen the Fantodur, 
and if he did not find the room very 
warm ? He ftrove to fatisfy thefe impor¬ 
tant queftions as well as he could, and, 
being fomewhat fatigued by the exer¬ 
tion, he fat down upon a fopha, where 
he was foon joined by Brinboc, who had 
been fupplanted with the fair Celeflina 
by a young man, whofe fingular man¬ 
ners and appearance prompted him to 
defire Sir James to favour him with his 
chara^er. “ You alk too much,” re¬ 
plied the lattCT, “ I cannot give him a 
charafter, but 1 will endeavour to de- 
fcribe him to you. Mr. Whirligig i» 
heir to a large fortune, always drefiei in 
the height of the fafhion, and was bred^ 
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to the bar, a profeiiioa which he aban¬ 
doned a couple of year* ago, fortunately 
for himfelf and his clients. But Mr. 
Whirligig is a youth of a noble mind, 
and widies to be difUnguiihed in fome 
way or other: he once was in doubt 
whether he ihould go upon the Hage, 
keep running horfes, or take to drink¬ 
ing ; but fear of his father’s difpleafure 
kept him from the firll; of thefe ei^- 
dients^ dread of expence forbad the 
fecond, and his cOnftitution was unequal 
to the third: He therefore refolved to 
commence wit, as the cheapeft and mod 
convenient way of attaining celebrity. 
In confequence of this refoludon,, he 
makes puns and conundrums without 
end, and laughs immoderately at bis 
own jokes, which su-e not the worfe for 
having been in, print for the laddfty 
years: he talks fo loudly that the whole 
room refounds with his voice, and he 

gelUcuIatei 
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geflicuKites with fuch violence that it is 
fometimes dangerous to come within 
arms-length of him. Notwithftanding 
thcfe little iinperfcftions, his bon-mots 
are getting rapidly into circulation by 
means of one or two of the morn¬ 
ing papers, which are entirely in his 
intercft; though it is alfo faid that his 
fuccefs in the fafliionable world arifes 
from his repeated promifes of giving 
the molt fplendid galas imaginable as 
foon as he comes into the poffeffion 
of his father’s eftate, an event that he 
looks forw'ard to vii h great filial im¬ 
patience.” 

“ And pray,” faid Brinboc, “ who is 
that haniiiome young man, who, in fpite 
of his fupercilious look, feems to be 
eagerly bent on catching fome fparks of 
Mr. Whirligig’s wit ?” 

“ That young man,” returned Sir 
James, “ is the fon of a flave-driveii«tn 
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the Weft Indies, who, having amafled 
a large fortune in one of our fugar 
illands, came back to enjoy the fruits 
of his honeft induftry at Liverpool, 
where he died, while his fon was ftill 
at fchool. If you do not wiih to have 
your throat cut, never allude to any of 
thefe drcumflances in the prefence of 
this fame Mr. Rattoon ; for he now af- 
feds to defpife commerce, and every 
thing appertaining to it, and to appear 
in the charafler of an independent 
country gentleman, which he fancies 
he can do, by behaving infolently to 
all thofe whofe incomes are not equal 
to his own. That beautiful young crea¬ 
ture, whom you fee ftanding near the 
door, is his wife; tendernefs, delicacy, 
and fenfibility are legible in every fea¬ 
ture and every line of her countenance, 
and give life to thofe charms which 
would be nothing without them; fee 

how 
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how (he watches each look and each 
motion of her hufband ! They ought to 
be happy, and I wi(h them fo from the 
bottom of my heart, though folely for 
the lady’s fake, I confefs.” “ What 
can thofe two in the recefs of the win¬ 
dow be talking about,” exclaimed Brin- 
boe, “ there is an carneftnefs in their 
manner very different from what might 
be expefled in fuch an affembly as this 
is ?” “ I have not overheard a tittle of 

of their converfation,” anfwered the Ba¬ 
ronet, “ and yet I would venture to 
wager a thoufand to one, that I can 
guefs the fubjeft of their difcourfe. The 
gentleman is a general officer, who re¬ 
maining unemployed during the war, 
has turned atheiib merely out of oppo- 
fition to the ruling powers, who fay that 
we are engaged in a conteft for the re- 
efrablilbment of religion and focial 
order. He has jufl got metaphyilcs 
1 3 enough 
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enough to make himfelf ridiculous when¬ 
ever he attempts to fpeak on abflracl 
fubjefts, and as he obtrudes his non- 
fcnfical jargon without mercy, upon all 
who have the misfortune to come in 
his w’ay, his friends are at this moment 
exerting their whole interell with the 
government to get him named to a 
command, in order that they may be 
freed from his folly and impeitincnce. 
The lady, on the contrary, is a flrict 
religionift, and is, no doubt, endeavour¬ 
ing to convert this irreligious warrior 
from his prepofterous opinions. She is 
the only daughter of a man famous for 
profligacy and impiety, and llie con¬ 
trives to combine the mod enthufiaftic 
veneration for the memory of this wor¬ 
thy parent, with a fervid zeal for re¬ 
ligion and morality. I do not hear that 
her pradical benevolence keeps pace 
with her fpeculative devotion, but this 

perhaps 
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perhaps is out of refpeft to the doc¬ 
trine of .one of her father’s affociateS, 
who ufed to fay that he never beftowed 
charity lefl his left hand JJsould difcover 
vchat his right hand gave au'ay. What 
may be the refult of the conference be¬ 
tween thefe two originals is more than I 
can foretell, though, moft probably, their 
difpute will end as difputes generally do, 
that is to fay, by the parties returning to 
the point from whence they firft fet out. 
I do not often frequent affemblies of this 
kind,” continued Sir James, “ but as 
Lady Belmont is my near relation, I 
cannot avoid fometimes attending her 
routs.” 

“ Pray who is it.that takes my name 
in vain i” exclaimed her ladyfliip, as Ihe 
threw herfelf upon the fopha between 
Brinboc and M'Corcodale with fuch 
force as made the houfe fhake; ** to 
punifli you, you mu ft both dine with me 
I 3 to-mor- 



MEMOIRS Of 


*74 

lo-raorrow, to meet only Loul Noodle, 
Lady Betiy Doodle, and half a dozen 
more^ fo that yon fee I treat you with- 
out the fnialltft ceremony.Sir James 
thanked her for her invitation, but faid 
that he could not leave alone another 
gentleman, who was alfo his gueft at the 
time. “ O bring him by all means,*’ 
replied Lady Belmont, “ pray what is 
his name ?” “ O’Rourke,” faid Sir 
James. “ O’Rourke,” repeated Lady 
Belmont, “ a lineal defeendant of Brien 
Boroe’s no doubt: can we claim any re> 
lationlhip with him I fear not,” 

returned Sir James j “ but as your lady- 
(liip has difeovered that there are Briiu 

DOCS in Berwickfliir^^ ^rKan« maw 

alfo find out fome degree of confan. 
guinity between the O'Rourkes and the 
M'Corcodalcs.’* “ As fatirical as ever,” 
cried Lady Belmont; “however come 
to-morrow, and I’ll forgive yon.” Goed 
night. Adieu. BonSoir. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

It was determined the following day, 
that, as Sir James had fotne bufinefs to 
tranfail in the city, he would, at the 
fame time, lliew the Bank and the other 
wonders of the commercial part of the 
mctropolio to hio vitilors^ 

On the way he alked Brlnboc what 
he thought of Lady Belmont ? “ Xt is 
not a very eafy matter,” anfsrered the 
latter, to make a proper reply to your 
queftion ; but if you infift upon k 
1 will be candid, and acknowledge to 
yqu that I do not much admire her lady- 
Ihip’s manners.” “ You think them, 
foinevdiat tinged with coarfenefe aud 
vulgarity I fuppofe ?” faid Sir James. 
“ J do iudced,” replied Brinboc i “ and 
1 4 all 
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‘alFthat noife and racket is by no means 
confiftent wiih my ide::- of a woman of 
birth and faihion.” “ Nor w:i!i mine, 
I affure you,’’ continued the Baronet, 
“ and tliough Lady Ikimont is my 
kihfwoman, I am ready to allow that fhe 
often miftakes ailurance for eafe, and 
bcilferoua mirth for elegant gaiety : we 
mud, however, give her her due, in ad- 
iniiting that die is not a mifehievous 
woman, and that ftie ha? C'-nuived ta 
mairy her daughters very advantage- 
cufly, notwithllanding the fmallnefs of 
their portions, for my lord never gives 
himfelf the fmalleft trouble about thefe 
matters, feldom comes to town, and is 
almoft entirely engrolTed by the fports of 
the field, and the management of fiis 
efiafes. As for young Belmont, he is 
thought to drive four in hand, and to 
play a match of cricket, as well as any 
geutleinan in England j and, with thefe 

qualifica- 
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qualificaiions, it is very poflible that he 
may be appointed minifter-plenipoten- 
fiary to the next general congrefs for 
fettling the affairs of Europe; for, as 
the Romans fometimes took their gene¬ 
rals and dictators from the plough, fo 
do we not difdain to take, occalionally, 
our diplomatic charafters from the liable 
and the tennis-court, provided they have 
good inttreft and connexions, which, of 
courfe, fupply every deficiency, and ren¬ 
der them fully adequate to execute the 
important fundions committed to their 
care, of which truth we have daily and 
molt (triking proofs.” 

Erinboc and O’Rourke were greatly 
plcaffd with the Bank, and the order 
and regularity that fecnied to reign 
throughout that vail national eflablifii- 
ment; and fo much were they delighted 
with its magnificent appearance, that 
they Ihould have liked to have been 
I 5 veiled 
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▼efted each with a draft for a few thoa- 
fend pounds, nierely to learn from per- 
fonal experience the facility and promp¬ 
titude with which bufmefs it difpatched 
Sn that place. 

From the Bank they eroded over to 
the Royal Exchange; and if the former 
place Teemed to be the great depofitary 
of national wealth, tbit one might have 
been taken for the temple of commeroe, 
crowded with votaries fent from the four 
quarters of the globe, to propitiate that 
goddefs whofe worfbip is fo much the 
Lfhion in modem times. 

As they were prefling through the 
crowd, in order to retire, Brinboc fpied 
a face which appeared familiar to him j 
and, after having recourfe to memory, 
he difeovered that it was a gentleman of 
the name of Heartlefs, with whom he 
had been intimate at Paris four of fire 
years before. 

He 
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He immediately went up to him with 
his ufu^ franknefs and good humour^ 
and endeavoured to renew their acquaint* 
ance, but was much, though not agree* 
ably, furprifed to find that Mr. Heartlefs 
feemed to have loft all recolle£tion of 
him. “ What,” exclaimed our hero, 

“ have you forgotten your old friend ' 
Brinboc, who fpent fo many agreeable 
days with you in France ?” “ 1 —I—n 
have”—(ftammered out Mr. Heartlefs) 
“ fome—fome—diftant idea.” “ Nay, 
Sir,” returned Brinboc, with a look of 
fovertign contempt, “ do »ot difturb 
your diftant ideas; it would be.a pity to 
break in upon the repofe which 4 hey 
feem to have enjoyed for fo long a 
time-,” and, without condefcending to 
liften to the apology which the other 
appeared to be preparing, he joined Sir 
James and O’Rourke, who had wit- 
neffcd this extraordinary rencounter, and 
1 6 indeed 
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indeed it had not efcaped the notice and 
animadverfion of feveral other perfons, 
who, though ftrangers, feemed to be 
greatly Ihocked at the difgraceful apathy 
of the Lethean Mr. Heartlefs. 

“ Could you fuppofe,” faid Brinboc 
to his friends, “ that this forgetful gen¬ 
tleman was once upon the moft intimate 
terms with me, and that we never had a 
quarrel; that he dined with us at leafl; 
three times a week during his (lay at 
Paris, and that he fpent an entire fort¬ 
night at rny father’s country-houfe near 
Chateau Thierry?" 

“ Yes,” cried O’Rourke, “ I can 
fuppofe every thing that is infamous of 
him.” Sir James, who was too much 
engroflTed by his own indignation to 
notice the unintentional ambiguity of 
O'Rourke’s exclamation, laid hold of 
Brinboc’s arm, and hurried him away to 
the carriage which was wailing for them 

at 
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at the gate. “ This is not to be borne 
with,”*faid the Baronet; “I am both 
enraged and aflia^ed at what has hap¬ 
pened ; enraged that any man fliould 
behave fo ill, and afliamed that that man 
Ihould be my countryman. This is the 
phiiofophy of the times: to court a 
man’s friendlhip while he is favoured 
by fortune, and then to difclaim all 
knowledge of him if he chance to meet 
with adverfity. I do not mean to fay 
that inftances of felfifhnefs, infolence, 
and ingratitude were unknown to for- 
tner ages ; but furely it is not pre¬ 
fuming too much to fuppofe, that they 
w ill be more frequent in confequence of 
the kind labours of thofe writers who 
have been at infinite pains to convince 
us that we neither can or ought to 
have any principle of aflion except 
felf-intereft ; and that when we give 
a halfpenny to a blind beggar, it is 

to 
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to relieve our own and not his dlf- 
trelTes. 

** If thefe be the foie difcoverie* 
which modem metaphyficians can pre> 
fent us with, I think that it would be 
no great lofs to the world were they and 
their fyftetns at the bottom of the fea. 
Perhaps the coxcomb, whofe mean be¬ 
haviour difgufted us all, never read a 
book of the kind in his life •, but then 
be has aflbciated with perfons who make 
fuch execrable writers their chief ftudy; 
who laugh at every noble and exalted 
principle as mere chimeras of the imagi¬ 
nation; and who are not alhamed to 
avow that they are rafcals from con¬ 
viction, and fcoundrels in praClice as 
well as in theory. 

** It is to this terrible corruption of 
manners the more dreadful, becaufe it is 
the fruit of cool and premeditated fyf- 
icm, that we can trace up the origin of 

an 
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an infamous modern cnftom, generally 
known by the name of cutting; a cut 
tom which, at firft fight, would appdur 
rather a fubjeft for laughter than for 
ferions animadverfion ; but the exift- 
ence of which I moll heartily lament, 
fince I confider it as connefted with a 
depravity of moral condufl that muft 
make a thinking man ihudder. To ex¬ 
plain the nature of this cutting fyftem, 
as it is termed, would be needlefs ; Mr. 
Ileartlefs has faved me that trouble: 
but I think it but juft to obferve, that it 
is fo rarely to be met with among per- 
fons of high birth and real fofhion, that 
it may ferve to charafterife upftarts 
and adventurers, as naturaltfts clafs the 
different fpecies of animals by their 
teeth,'claw8, hoofs, &c. Upon mature 
confideration Mr. Heartlefs, and the 
beafts of his defcription, muft be of the 
afinine kind^ for they get through the 

world 
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world by carrying their heads very low, 
and by invariably kicking at all thofe be¬ 
hind them. I remember once to have 
been at a fplendid entertainment given by 
a lady, every fhilling of whofe fortune 
had been made in trade, as her hufband, 
fince dead, was a merchant, and the 
fon of a merchant. Some one afked 
this lady why her fifter-in-law (likewife 
the wife of a merchant) w'as not prc- 
fent ? “ O,” replied the forced fprig of 
falhion, with a ridiculous fimper, “ I 
make it a rale never to invite any body 
from the regions eaft of Temple Bar.” 
I could perceive a fmile of contempt 
fpread like wild-fire from face to face 
among the pcrfons who happened to be 
-within hearing; but not feeling any in¬ 
clination to laugh, 1 determined to ferve 
the lady in her own way, and therefore 
cut, that is to fay, I made it a rule never 
to fet foot in her houfe again. I fliould 

both 



M. DE ERINBOC. 


1S5 

both tire and difguft you were I to de¬ 
late even, a finall part of the mean, 
bafe, and dirty tricks which people of 
this deferiptiou have recourfe to in or¬ 
der to obtain what they call a rife in 
lociety, or, in other words, the privilege 
of being laughed at by thofe very per- 
fons, to acquire whofe acquaintance they 
neither fpare pains or expence, and in¬ 
deed, not uncommonly, entail ruin upon 
themfeives and their families •, after 
which, as you may fnppofe, they are cut 
in their turn. Whether, in this laft 
cafe, it be more honourable to be the 
cutter or the cuttest is what could only 
be determined in' a court of fafliion; 
though perhaps the polite canaille, which 
might compofe its members, would dif- 
burden their confciences, by declaring 
their incompetency to decide on a 
queftion of honour. Such a low and 
fordid vice can only be the oSpring of 

minda 
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minds of the moft vulgar and grovelling 
calf, and is, I believe, one of the evils 
produced by a great and rapid encreafe 
of wealth or honours in perfons who are. 
adonilhed at their fudden change of 
lituation, and who wiQi to forget what 
they once were, and every thing that 
can remind them of their former ftate 
of life. Jobbers, contrafiors, and new- 
made peers are very apt to be affcAed 
with this difeafe; and I have alfo known 
fame younger branches of noble £ami- 
liet to labour under its fymptoms: but 
the latter were generally young mem 
of weak underftandings, who meant 
BO barm in what they did, and who, 
being but fiemkrly provided in point 
of fortune, tbomght to fupport their 
rank by giving themfelves airs of im¬ 
portance. 

“ As the fair lex aeoer &iU to have at 
kaft aa e^aal propontion of the foliieo 
9 of 
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of the day, I have had many opportu¬ 
nities of being highly amufed with their 
Ikilful pradice of the weedingfyjlenit in 
order to get rid of an old but ufelefs ac¬ 
quaintance ; and then nothing could be 
more entertaining than to obferve the 
flight nod, the demi-curtfey, the look of 
dubious recolledion, or the broad ftare 
of total forgetfulnefs ; each manoeuvre 
employed with the jufteft difcrimination, 
according to the lefs or greater emer¬ 
gency of the cafe, the dear aeatures 
looking very pretty and very filly all the 
time. 

“ I am not fufSciently rerfed in the 
manners of low life to know whether 
this abfurdity has found its way into 
the inferior clafles of fociety j but as 
this is an age of improvement, I da 
not defpair of hearing, through the 
medium of my vaH de cbambre, that 
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Molly the fcullion no longer alTociates 
with Mrs. Suds the wafiierwoman, be- 
caufe the latter is not admitted to Mrs. 
Lettuce, the green-grocer’s parties of 
fwabbers,'* 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

When Brinboc and his friends re¬ 
turned home, they found a note from 
Lady Belmont, intimating that her lady- 
fhip had been feized with Inch a violent 
megrim during the night that Are found 
herfelf under the indil'penlable neceflity 
of podponing the plea'ure of their com¬ 
pany until fome other day. 

On receiving this melancholy piece of 
intelligence, the party deliberaied fome 
time as to the manner in which they 
lliould fpend the afternoon, when Sir 
James propofed that they (liould take an 
early dinner at one of the cofFee-houfes 
in Covent Garden, and then go to the 
new play, which had been received with 
fuch univerfal applaufe. 'I’his plan was 
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no fooner intimated than carried into 
execution ; and as it was the firft time 
that Brinboc had ever dined at a place of 
the fort in London, be was particularly 
attentive to the kind of entertainment 
he there experienced, and with which 
he declared himfelf very well fatisfied j 
but when he came to pay a fliare of the 
bill he difeovered that if the tavern- 
keeper knew how to regale the palates 
of his cufforaers, he was alfo an adept 
in the art of extorting a good price for 
the nice bits with which he treated them. 

A& Sir James had not taken the pre¬ 
caution of having places kept for his 
party at the playhoufe, they found fome 
difficulty in obtaining feats, fo great was 
the crowd to fee the new play, although 
this was the twenty-fifth night of its 
reprefentation. 

At length the curtain drew up, and 
the prologue was delivered, a circum- 

Aance 



M. DE BHIKBOC. 


I9I 

fiance which Brinboc was not aware of, 
as introduSlory difcourfes of this fort 
have been long fince out of falhion on 
the French ftage. 

When the firfl a£l was over. Sir 
James alked Brinboc if he perfeftly 
underftood the dialogue, and what he 
thought of the plot ? The latter an- 
fwered that he did not yet comprehend 
very well the chief bufinefs, of the 
piece, which, to be fure, was ft ill in 
its infancy, but that he could under- 
ftand the whole of the dialogue, ex¬ 
cepting one particular phrafe, which a 
principal aflor tacked to almoft every 
ientence that he uttered. The Baro¬ 
net fmiled, and told our hero not to 
be diflatisfied with his knowledge of 
the Englifii language on that account, 
for that he himfelf did not under (land 
the fame hackneyed phrafe, though 
its ft-equent repetition did not fail to 
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convulfe the houfo with laughter %nd 
delight. 

As the play went on, Brinboc was 
aftoniflied to find that the chief per- 
fonages in it were feleded from the 
loweft clafles of fociety, fuch as taylors, 
tinkers, journeymen hatters, and broken 
apothecaries, with a fuituble acc^ mpani- 
ment of bar maiJs and innkeepers’ 
daugliters, and that the language ap¬ 
peared to him to be fuch as might be 
expeded from perfons of that deferip- 
tion in real life. The author had, in¬ 
deed, made an attempt or two to de¬ 
lineate characlcrs of a higher order ; but 
it was evident, from the awkward man- 
ncr in whicli he acquitted himfelf, that 
he was by no means equal to the talk. 
What contributed greatly to encreafe 
Briaboc’s furprife, v'as, that the boxes 
were filled with well-drefled perfons of 
both fexes, and, at the end of the 

fourth 
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fourth aft, he v^tured to afk Sir JarAes 
if thofe perfons were really-what they 
appeared to be, or whether they were 
not domeftics and trades-people, accou¬ 
tered in their holiday finery, who came 
to enjoy at the theatre the reprefenta- 
tion of thofe fcenes in which they took 
a part every day in the ufual avocations 
of their refpeftive callings ? The Ba¬ 
ronet aflured him that he was under a 
great miftake, and that the audience 
was compofed, in a confiderable degree, 
of perfons of the firft fafhicn ; in proof 
of which aflertion he pointed out the 
Duchefs of A—, the Marchionefs of 
B—, Lady C—, befides knights of the 
garter, lords of the bedchamber, &c. &c. 

From this information Brinboc con¬ 
cluded that the play muft be in the ftyle 
of Gay’s Beggar’s Opera, and that the 
low life and vulgarity of the charac¬ 
ters were compenfated by brilliancy of 
vm.- K wit 
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and repartee, as otherwife it could 
^lot have met with fuch deckled appro¬ 
bation from the public, and be con- 
ftantly attended by people of refined 
tafte and elegant manners. Full of thefe 
ideas, he refolved to alk no more quef- 
tions, hut to apply his whole attention 
to the winding up of the plot, which he 
fancied would be fo novel and fo intc- 
refting, as to repay the fpeflators for 
the infipidity and barrennefs of incident 
that reigned throughout the reft of the 
piece. The event, however, did not 
anfwer his expedation; the ftory be¬ 
came confufed and complicated, with¬ 
out being dramatically intricate j the 
incidents, far from growing naturally 
out of each other, could never have ex- 
ifted but in the brain of the author; 
and in the laft fcene, when all the chief 
charafters in the play appeared on the 
ftage, it was evident that they only did 

Xo 



M. ©E BRINBOC. 


’95 

I’o out of compliance with cuftora, for, 
excepting two or three, the prefence of 
the reft might have been thoroughly' 
difpenfed with, as totally unneceffary for 
the unravelling of the plot. 

The reader will eafily guefs that fuch 
trifling defeds were only perceptible to 
the eye of rigid criticifm, and the 
comedy was announced for its twenty- 
fixth reprefentation amidft reiterated 
peals of thundering applaufe, which 
were interrupted at lad by the appear¬ 
ance of a favourite adrefs, who came 
forward to deliver the epilogue. This 
fhe did with fuch eafe, fuch grace, 
fuch propriety of geftute, and, above 
all, with fuch a bewitching fweetnefs 
of voice, as delighted the whole houfe, 
and made them forgive, in favour of 
this charming daughter of Thalia, the 
wretched fluff fhe was doomed to re¬ 
peat, w’hich, however, was faid to be 
K * the 
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the compofition of one of the moft erm- 
nent epilogue-mongers in town. 

“ You are in luck to night,” faid Sir 
5ames to Brinboc and O’Rourke j “ the 
inimitable aftrefs whom you have juft 
heard does not belong to this houfe; 
but as the goodnefs of her heart is at 
leaft equal to'the fplendour of her ta¬ 
lents, flie a£led here this evening to en- 
fure a good benefit for an indigent 
player, who is burdened with a large 
family. The vapid and unnatural part 
Ihe was obliged to perform in the play 
:gave but little fcope to her rare abilities; 
but were you to fee her adf in parts 
fuitable to her juftnefs of conception, 
and felicity of perfonification, your plea- 
fure and furprife would be greatly ia- 
creafed.” 

“ I can eafily imagine fo,” anfwered 
O’Rourke; “ but pray what is the rea- 
fon that the boxes are emptying fo faft i 

are 
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arc we not to have an after-piece this 
evening ?” 

“ Yes,” returned M‘Corcodale, “ we 
are to have an after-piece; and you will 
be aflonilhed when I tell you that that 
after-piece is Milton’s Comus.” “ What,” 
exclaimed Brinboc, “ is the audience 
running away from Milton’s Comus ?” 
“ Certainly,” continued the Baronet ; 
“ it does not require any great depth of 
penetration to conceive that they, who 
were fo highly entertained by the vul¬ 
garity, ftale jefts, trite language, and 
common place fentiment of the new 
comedy, can have no tafte for the claf- 
fieal diction, and the chafte, though 
beautiful, andYpleodid imagery of Mil- 
ton’s compsofi^ns. 

Had the roaft^ir-pieces of Euripides 
OT Sophocles been, reprefented in the de¬ 
generate times of Athens, they would 
liave uiet with the fame fate, and would 
K 3 have 
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have been abandoned for the tawdry 
puppet-flievvs of the playwrights of the 
day. But hark, the curt^^n is again 
drawn up, and we may enjoy in quiet the 
intelledtual' repaft which others have dif- 
dained to partake of.** Such was his 
intention, and that of his companions; 
hut it would feem that the aftors and 
the audience had entered into a con- 
fpiracy to difappoint their defigns, for 
the former performed their parts in fo 
negligent and inattentive a manner, and 
the latter made fuch a buftle with lifting 
up of benches, and clapping of^oors, 
that the party was forced to reliqj|ui(h 
its fruitlefs attempt before the conclu* 
fion of the firft acf, and tj ^ ; returned 
home not a little edified tafte of 

the prefent generatiotpin regard to the 
pleafures of the drama. 
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CHAP. XL. 


J.' UE convetfation at fupper turned, as 
might be expefted, on the nature of the 
evening’s entertainment; and Sir James 
afkcd Brinboc what he thought of the 
Cate of the Englifh ftage? The latter 
replied that it would perhaps feem pre- 
fumptuous in a ftranger to fpeak de¬ 
cidedly on the fubjetl; but that if he 
were to hazard an opinion, he muft 
con^s that the dramatic art appeared 
to him to be greatly fallen fince the days 
of Beaumont and Fletcher, Farquhar, 
Congreve, Stc., and that he had even 
met with writers of a much more recenttk 
date, the perufal of whofe works had 
given him infinite fatisfadion, becaufe 
their delineation of charader was drawn 
K 4 from 
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from nature, which is neatly the fame «i 
all climates and countries ; and ihcir wit 
of that fterling kind, which finds cur¬ 
rency in every nation capable of appre¬ 
ciating its value. “ What you fay is 
very true,” returned IVPCorcodale, “ but 
allow me to remark, that many of thofe 
witty writers, and maitcrly delineators 
of charader, were often in want of a 
dinner; whereas our prefent race of dia- 
matUls are abundantly paid for their la¬ 
bour, live comfortably, and enjoy ail the 
good things of this life. Infiead of pant¬ 
ing after immortality with an empty 
ftomaefa, or troubling their heads about 
the prdfpeft of pofihumous feme, they 
fit down quietly to their work, and 
write as feft, and perhaps as wel4 as 
they can, and never ck^eam of any re¬ 
ward for their labours, except the emo¬ 
lument which they receive from the 
managers. True genios is fometimes 
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faftidioufly nice refpefting to its own 
productions ; but the gentlemen of 
whom we are talking do not indulge in 
this kind of exceffive fenfibility: they 
perform their job, and are paid for it, 
which is all they aim at; if they can 
raife a laugh by a quaint faying often 
repeated, or make a fplendid difplay of 
wit, by ridiculing the cut of a coat, the 
fhape of a wig, or the peculiarities of a 
provincial accent, they remain perfectly 
fatisfied with themfelves and their inge¬ 
nious compofitions, for they are honed:', 
hard-working men, totally free from the 
foolilh palTion of ambition. 

“ ’Tis true their comedies never out¬ 
live two feafons: but what then ? the 
authors live plentifully, and at their eafe,- 
during thofe two feafons, at the end of 
which they produce one, two, three, or 
a dozen new plays, if fo many are re¬ 
quired, juft as regularly, aad I f«p|>of<t 
K 5 as 
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as. mechanically, as the gardeners from 
Chelfea and Fulham, who fnpply Co¬ 
vent Garden Market with pulfe, and 
vegetables. You may fmile if you 
pleafe. Gentlemen,” (continued Sir 
James) “ but I infift upon it that th's 
mode of proceeding is infinitely more 
prudent and rational than that adopt¬ 
ed by the wit& of former times, who, 
to be fure, left monuments of genius 
behind them, which will tranfmit 
their names to the lateft poftcrity, but 
who were often at a lofs how to com¬ 
mand a guinea for thek immediate wants 
and moft preffing necelEties.’*" 

The recoIle£fion of the melancholy 
end of the celebrated Otway obliges me 
to fay a few words concerning modern 
writers of tragedy; and, in this refpeifr, 
we are Hill better off than in the for¬ 
mer, for, to cut the matter fhort, this 
branch of trade was found to be fo dif. 

ficuk 
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ficult and fo unprodudive, that the fpe- ■ 
culators are nearly forced to give it up 
altogether ; and, thank Heaven, whole 
years now elapfe without our being 
plagued with a new tragedy. 

“ There is not a tragic, writer living 
at this moment, one only excepted *, 
who can boaft that his piece furvivcd a 
third reprefeniation ^ and to look for 
fuch produdbns in any kind of clofet 
but one, would be a .mod. fruitlefs la¬ 
bour indeed.. 

“ The author to whom I allude, as 
forming an exception to this general 
rule, is one of thofe rare inftances of a 
fuccefsful fuitor of the two filler mufes, 
though, perhaps, he has been oftener 
voured by Thalia* than by the more coy 
and didant Melpomene. He has likewife. 

* The Baronet fcems here to hive omitted, by 
an unaccountable lapfe of memoty, his- own coan- 
tnyman, the venerable author of Douglas* 

K enriched 
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enrkhed the literature of his country 
vfith elegant works on other fubje£ls ; 
and he is one of the laft remnants of a 
knot of geniufes who have adorned the 
prefent reign: but, unfortunately for 
himfelf, either modcfty, or the lilent 
dignity of confcious merit, does not al¬ 
low him to have recourfe to that mo/f 
ui^lj though not mofl honourable, of 
all arts, the art of puffing; and while 
the newfpapers, and other ephemeral 
and venal vehicles of fame, teem with 
the eulogies of Mr. Froth, Mr. Fuftian, 
Mr. Syllabub, and the reft of the fcrib- 
bfing race, this hoary veteran in the 
fieldrof genius is finking feft into the 
vale of years and obfcurity, under the 
accumulated preffure of age, infirmities, 
and negkfl'. I wife he had been a 
countryman of mine, and then bis name 
would have been trumpeted and re- 
choed, mth UJKcafing clangour, from 
IQ one 
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one end of the ifle to the other, until 
fomething was done for his eafe and 
Comfort; but as it is, I can only admire 
his talents, and blufh for the difgraceful 
indifference with which thofe talents are 
treated. When we add this living ex¬ 
ample to the many that hidory fumifhes 
us with, of how little fuperior literary 
abilities conduce to the individual happi- 
nefs of him who poflefles them, al¬ 
though they may flied a great luftre 
over the country or the age in which he 
flourifhes or ftarves j perhaps we (hall 
be lefs hafty in condemning thofe au¬ 
thors who write only to earn an hoaeft' 
livelihood, and who, very fagacioufly,. 
prefer the comforts of a good houfe in 
this life, Ihort as it is, to a niche in the. 
temple of Fame hereafter. 

“ I fhould not omit to mention alfo, 
that, in confequence of the dearth of 
home-wrought tragedies, the contractors 

for 
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fer 'ftage amufements have been induced 
to import large quantities of raw mate¬ 
rials from Germany, which have the pe¬ 
culiar and extraordinary quality of being- 
worked up at will, either into tragedy or 
comedy, jult as the fpur of the occaHoa 
may require. 

“ It would puzzle the whole race of 
critics, from Ariftotle to Mr. Puff, to 
determine to which of the branches of 
the drama thefe exotic prod unions be¬ 
long ; but as their only defers confift 
in turgid language,, ficklyfentiment, un¬ 
natural ideas, improbable incidents, and 
a fyftem of apology for every vice,, 
however difgufting or dangerous to fo- 
ciety, they generally meet with confider- 
able fuccefs, and amply repay the ma¬ 
nagers and tranflators for the pains they 
take to prefent their countrymen. with 
fuch precious commodities from foreign 
maikets.’* 


« Yon 
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“ You are fo rigid in your ftridlure' 
upon the dramatics of the day/’ (faid 
Mr. O’Rourke to Sir James M‘Corco- 
dale,) that I fear you will not fhew 
much mercy to the performers, though,, 
in my opinion, they acquit themfelves 
very well, at leaft thofe whom we. faw 
this night.” 

“ I do not think,”" replied the Baro-» 
net, “ that I am quite old enough to 
aflume either the language or the cha< 
racier of a laudator tempork aili; but 
ftill I muft confefs that I no longer ex» 
perience the pleafure which I was once 
wont to receive from theatrical enter* 
tainments. I will not even fpeak of 
Garrick, whom I law when I was a boy, 
becaufe k would be abfurd to expeft, 
twice in the fame age, a genius un¬ 
equalled in ancient or modern times. 
But.if this wonderful man left no heir- 
general to all his furprifing powers, 

be 
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lie was at lead fucceeded by perfons 
who difplayed great merit in the dif¬ 
ferent and particular walks of mimic 
Kfe, and whofe united endeavours af¬ 
forded fenfible fatisfaftion to a London 
audience, although deprived of him, 
who, in this fpecies of greatnefs, tower¬ 
ed above his brethren, as Ileftor did in 
another, among the fons of Priam. 1 
am ready to admit that I was often 
amufed by this evening’s performance, 
but I moft alfo be allowed to fay, that I 
was alfo very often difgufted by it. Let 

us prcfcind from Mrs.-, of whom 

we have already fpoken, and from the 
ailrefs who perfonified the unfortunate 
viftim of fedufiion with fo much pa¬ 
thos, modefty, and unaffected fenfibility, 
as prove her a valuable acquifnion to the 
ftage, provided fire does not allow her 
talents to be petverted by the contagion 
of bad example. We then come to the 

chief 
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chief aflors; one of whom {hakes Tiis 
head as jf he was troubled with the 
paify, and inilles no opportunity of lift¬ 
ing up the flaps of his coat, that the 
fpedtators may be favoured with a fight 
of his nether parts. Another fancies 
that to be a confummate comedian it is 
only nccefTary to make faces, and to 
twinkle his eyes in a fort of rotatory 
motion, unlike any thing that was ever 
feen in this world before : while a third 
knows no way of commanding fuccels, 
but by affefting to fpeak in a croaking 
tone of voice, which might induce the 
hearers to fuppofe that he was not quite 
recovered from a fevere cold and hoarfe- 
iicls, or that he had a piece of fat pork 
fiuck half way down his throat. 

“ All this may be excellent buf¬ 
foonery, and deferving of great applaufe 
at Bartholomew Fair; but it does not 
accord with my ideas of ftage reprefen- 

tation. 
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tation in the principal theatres of the ca-- 
pital of a poliihed people. 

“ I do not know whether the a£lors 
nulgarifs the authors, or the autl'.ors vuL- 
garife the adlors ; but the faft is, that if 
the former now draw all their characters 
from low. life, the latter are incapable of 
perfonifying any thing elfe; and that a. 
mo/l happy equality of genius reigns 
among thefe two defcriptions of men. 
I will not Iky any thing concerning the 
tragedians, becaufe 1 do not wilh to pre¬ 
judice or anticipate the notions which 
my friend Brinboc may form on that 
fubjed at fome future period* 

Nor can we wonder at this decay 
and degradation of our fcenic amufe* 
ments, when we confider that, without 
the exerdfe of Arid and impartial criti- 
cjfm, it is impoflible to prevent the de- 
bafement of national tafte; and that the 
generality of modem profelTed critics do 

not 
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not judge the author by his works, but 
the works by their author; that is to- 
fay, that a literary produAion of any 
kind is either enU’-ely cried down, or 
elfe extolled to the Ikies, not according 
to its intrinfic merits or defeds, but ac¬ 
cording to the fpeculative opinions 
which the writer of it is fuppofed to 
entertain. The newfpaper critics fel- 
dom extend their cenforial jurifdidion 
beyond a new comedy or a farce, and 
then they never fail to alTure their rea¬ 
ders, thati by means of a few judicious al~ 
ierations and correSlions, the new piece 
■will become a lajiing favourite with the 
public. With them every young ador 
or adrefs is a Garrick or a Cibber, sard 
they pretend to cover the awkwardnefs 
or ftupidity of the new performer, by 
talking of the bafhftdnefs and timidity 
infeparable from a firji appearancCy when, 
in reality, he was remarkable for 

nothing. 
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Hollirng fo much as to- his invincible im¬ 
pudence. Nor is this fyftem of fulfome 
adulation confined to the heroes and 
heroines of the dra . a ; it is laviflied 
indifcriminately upon all orders and 
ranks of fociety ; and ftatefmen, war¬ 
riors, duchefliis, quack dodtors, and 
maudlin poetefl'es, are alike overwhelmed 
is this inky flood of unintentional “y«- 
/ire in difguife *'* 

“ M. de Brinboc will better compre¬ 
hend my ideas by thefe lines of Mo- 
liere: 

“ Tout cll d’an grand merite egalcmcnt doud,. 
Ce n’ell plus un lionneurquc dc fc voir louc | 
D’cloges on regorge, a la tcteoii lesjette, 

£t mon valet de chambre ef^ mis dans la ga¬ 
zette." 

* Praife undeferaed Is fatirc In difguife. Pore. 
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CHAP. XLI. 

At the expiration of the time ivhich 
O’Rourke had propofed to fpend in 
I.ondon, he took leave of Sir James 
M‘Corcodale, to whom he returned 
many thanks for his hofpitable enter¬ 
tainment, and the latter, on his fide, 
exaifted a promife from the Hibernian 
that he would become his gueft once 
more, fliould he be inclined to vifit the 
capital again. 

Brinboc infifted upon aceprapanying 
ills friend during the firft ftage, when he 
obferved to him that be thought he bad 
perceived, for the laft few days, a con> 
fiderable change in his temper, and that 
his accuftomed gaiety of difpofition 

feemed 
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feemed to have undergone a fenfiblc 
■diminution, 

“ 1 was not confdous myfelf of this 
change,” (replied O’Rourke) “ though, 
lince you remarked it, I make no doubt 
that it was perceptible enough. I con- 
fefs that I am'not without anxiety as to 
the ftate in which I may find my family. 
It is now nearly twenty years fince I left 
my paternal* dwelling; and no man of 
common feeling can be abfent half fo 
long from the fpot which is naturally 
dearer and more interefting to him than 
any other, without undergoing fome 
very peculiar fenfations, coropofed of 
both pain and pleafure, when he is about 
to rcvifit the fcenes of hk youthful days. 
My mother paid the debt of nature many 
years ago, but my father is, I believe, 
flill living, though a very old man. I 
fay I believe, for I have not heard from 
my brothers vr fifters fince I took my 

departure 
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departure from America; and fliould 
my worthy parent be no more, I fliatl 
have to reproach myfelf for not haften- 
ing to receive his lafl breath imme¬ 
diately upon my efcape out of France, 
inflead of rambling about the continent 
of Europe. Retieftions fimilar to thefe 
would, I fuppofe, prefent themfelves to 
the mind of any pcrfon, of any nation, 
in fimilar circumftances. But there are 
others of a very different nature, arifing 
from the fingular fituation of my coun¬ 
try, which no one but an Irilhman can 
experience, and which add greatly to 
my prefent uneafinefs. jJThe fiend of 
difcord and diflenfion has fpread its 
baneful influence over that certainly not 
fortunate ifland, and who knows but 
that, in anfwer to my enquiries concern¬ 
ing the health of my brother Terence, 
or that of my coufin Phelim, both lads 
of weakly conilitutions, 1 may be in¬ 
formed 



2X6 MEMOiRS OF 

formed that the former was whipped to 
death by the Orange faftion, and the 
other burned alive by the Green Hand¬ 
kerchief party, by which means they 
efcaped paying their apothecaries’ bills. 
Such are the dreadful confequences of 
civil feuds and broils (ours have been 
roaftings literally) ; and I have no war¬ 
ranty that fome of my neareft conne.x- 
ions, or the companions of my child¬ 
hood, may not have fallen vifliins to the 
misfortunes attendant on thefe ever to 
be lamented events. L.ven fiiould this 
not be the cafe, and fliould my indi¬ 
vidual feelings be faved from fuch pain¬ 
ful trials, Hill is my country loaded with 
dilHculties of a general kind, and of 
which, as one of the great majority, I 
am doomed to bear a part. I know that 
a wife and benignant legiflature has fo 
far tuneliorated my (ituation that 1 may 
iook forward to the day when 1 ihali fee 

myfelf 
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myl'elf the father of a family, without 
(freading that I may be tempted here¬ 
after to curfe my exiftence, and that of 
my unnatural offspring, who, under the 
fanftion of a barbarous ftatute, fliould 
chufe to rife up with my property, and 
turn me out of doors, by his conforming 
to the church as by law ellablilhed, and 
from which I am a diffenter. I alfo 
know, that I may purchafe a horfe, value 
above five pounds, without its being at 
the option of my next neighbour, of the 
fame eftabliflied church, to take it from 
me or not, as he may think fit and con¬ 
venient. 

“ I know that thefe, and many other 
laws equally favage and difgraceful, have 
been abolilhed by the humanity of our 
governors during my abfence from 
home; but I likewife feel that much yet 
remains to be done, ere an Irifhman in 
my fituation, can bend his courfe to his 
voi.. II, 1. native 
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native fliore, with that high pulfe of 
ardpiu and fatisfat^ion, which ought to 
be the moft precious reward, as it is the 
i^difputable right of every man who is 
fincerely attached to his country, who 
has bled for that country, and who is 
ftill ready to facrihce his life for its 
hgppinefs and profperity. I have been 
often aiked by foreigners of various 
nations, how it came to pafs that our 
government fo wifely conilituted in itfelf, 
and (b well calculated to promote and 
protedl ,the welfare of its fubjefts, above 
al^ others, whether ancient or modern, 
ihould be fo fatally and fo unaccount¬ 
ably blind to its true interefls, with re¬ 
gal’d to tha| par| of the empire of which 
1 have been juft fpeal^ng ? 

“ As my anfwers on thofe occafions 
did not fatisfy myfelf, I fupppfe they did 
not afford them much fatisfadion | but I 
truft that tlK time is at no.great diftance 

when 
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^vhen we fliall notbeputto theblufh by fuch 
difagreeable quedions. Thus, you fee, 
my good friend,” continued O'Rourke, 
“ that there was fome caufe for the un- 
ufual weight which hung upon my 
fpirits, but which, I make no doubt, wifi 
be entirely removed, the moment I fet 
foot within the walls where I firft drew 
breath, efpecially if I fliould be fortunate 
enough to fee once more my aged and 
revered parent.” 

Brinboc wdihed O'Rourke every hap- 
plnefs that his heart could delire, and 
thefe fincere friends feparated, after 
exchanging promifes that they would 
foon cultivate by letters an intimacy 
which had originated ky chance, but 
which they hoped would only end with 
their lives. 

Brinboc returned to town in the fame 
chaile which had conveyed them to 
Hounflow, and as he did not propofe to 
L 2 return 
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return home immediately, he was in the 
aft of difcharging the pojiillion in Picca¬ 
dilly, when a perfon coming up addrefled 
firinboc in French, and with an officious 
fort of politenefs, offered his fervices to 
bis countryman, towards fettling any 
difputes he might have with the driver. 
Brinboc affured him that he had no dif¬ 
putes to fettle with any body then within 
bis reach, and he was about to proceed 
without taking any further notice of the 
intruder, when the latter, not at all dif- 
mayed by the cold return which he met 
with, furveyed our hero with redoubled 
attention, and then aiked him if his 
name was not Brinboc ? As foon as he 
was anfwercd in the affirmative, without 
further ceremony, he threw his arms 
about Brinboc’s neck, and kiffed him 
with great ardour on both cheeks, to 
the no fraall furprife and amazement of 
fome of the mobility who chanced to be 

paffmg 
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pnfiing by at the time. Brinboc was a 
good deal vexed at this tender falute, 
vhich, among men, he knew to be in'- 
confirtent with the manners of England, 
and he no fooner difengaged himfelf from 
the rude embrace of the ftranger, than 
he alked him, in an angry tone, what 
he meant by hugging a perfon with 
whom he had no acquaintance ? 

“ Cadedisy* exclaimed his country¬ 
man, “ no acquaintance with Alexander 
de Brinboc, my old fchool-fellow at 
La Fleche .—Surely you do not already 
forget Caefar de Plaftrognac, with 
whom you have had fo many hard fen¬ 
cing bouts at the military fchool ?’* 

This apoftrophy cleared up all Brin- 
boc’s doubts at once, and his only 
remaining furprife was, that the Caefar 
of Gafeony had not been guilty of fom« 
greater piece of extravagance.—“ Well, 
Plaftrognac,” faid he, ” I am gbd to fee 
L 3 you j 
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you ; but cxcufe me for notrecolle-f^in^ 
you before, for, to tell the truth, you are 
fomewhat altered fince I laft faw you.” 

“ Yes, yes,” replied the Gafcon, 
** time fpares no man, and love and war 
add greatly to his ravages: you perceive 
that I halt a little in roy gait ?”—=“! do/’ 
returned Brinboc, “ and pray, to which 
of thofe cau&s am I to attribute your 
lamenefe: to Mars or to Cupid ?*—“ To 
the god of mzT undoubtedly,” anfwercd 
Plaftrognac, ** the Cyprian deity can 
only wctmd me in the hrart, as 1 never 
my addreffes but to ladies of the fird 
r^sefi^ility. While we take a turn in 
the pafk, t will i^te to tou the manner 
in udiich I met With th^cddent. You 
muft know, my dear £^6w, (ceremony 
b^eoi us would be idle) that I was 
among the firft who emigrated in 1789, 
and after offering my fervicet to the 
Sleiftm: of Cologne, two or three 

other 
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Other German princes, which offer was 
not accepted—I cannot tell why, I was 
at length honoured with a commiffion 
in Mirabcau’s legion; and I had the 
fatisfadion of detnolilhing half a dozen 
of the Curmagnols to my own lhare.— 
An unlucky mulket ball, however, at 
the fiege of Thionville, wounded me in 
the knee; and as I was no longer able 
to walk with grace and dignity at thw 
head of my company, 1 determined to 
abandon my martial purfuits, and to 
give myfelf up entirely to the arts of 
peace. But 1 had not long quitted the 
army, before 1 difcovered, that without 
money or friends, the art of living is 
more difficult of attainment, than tb$ 
mod abffrufe fcience; and I was in dan* 
ger of ftarving in the ftreets of Amfter- 

dam, when the Duke de —. who 

had been formerly governor of our 
province, very kindly relieved my dif- 
L 4 trcffes, 
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trefles, and brought me to England, in 
a (hip which he had hired for himfelf 
and family.—Here, at leaft, I was fure 
of the means of fubfiftence j the Englilh 
nation provided for my moft preffing 
wants, as well as for thofe of my nume¬ 
rous fellow-fufferers ; but as this pro- 
vifion did not go to procure luxuries, I 
thought of a hundred expedients to 
encreafe my income, not one of which 
anfwered the defired purpofc, when one 
day I fortunately lit upon a man who 
had given me lefifons in dancing, at the 
Ecole Militaire, and who was now ballet- 
mailer to the opera-houfe. I deferibed 
my (ituation to him, and defired him to 
give me his advice. He behaved with 
the* refpeft and deference which is due 
to men of my rank in didrefs, and in the 
courfe of a few days he informed me, 
that if I knew how to paint my fortune 
was made, for that the principal feene- 

painter. 
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painter to the king*s theatre had died 
fuddenly the nighr before, and that he 
pledged himfelf to get me the vacant 
place. Luckily for me, I had formerly 
fpent moft of my leifure hours in taking 
views of the beautiful country on the 
banks of the Garonne, fo that I felt my- 
felf quite at home in this undertaking, 
and accepted of the offer without hefita* 
tion. To prove to you that I am not 
deftitute of that boldnefs of fancy which 
is the fureft mark of true genius, I in^ 
tend to introduce a fide profpeft of my 
father’s caftle into the fccnery of the 
next new ballet, though the ftory is 
taken from the heathen mythology. 
Thus far you fee things go on fwim. 
mingly; but the blind archer, that uni- 
verfal difturber of mankind; will not let 
me live in quiet; Yes, my dear Briiu 
boc, I am in love, and, what is more to 
the purpofe, I am beloved by the objed 
L s of 
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df my affefiions.” “ Lucky manl’*^ 
mrclaimed Brinboc, *<'what more can 
.you wiQi for ? you muft be completely 
happy/* “ Ala»!” returned Plaftrog- 
nac, in a plaintive tone of voice,- “ I am 
not fo happy as you imagine i my cruel 
fair one refofes to beftow her hand upon 
me yet, though (he acknowledges that F 
wou her heart long fince; but her de¬ 
licacy will not allow her to crown my 
vifiies until I have given further proo& 
of iny attachment and fidelity.” “ Mere 
girlifli whims,” faid Brinboc i “ and if 
thefe be the only obftacles to your 
union, I will venture to predid that you 
are at no great diftance from fo de- 
firable a confummation.”’ 

** Why fte is not exadly a girl,” re¬ 
plied the Crafcon, ^ nor is my intended- 
bride what you may call a beauty; but 
then her morals are unexcepticmable, 
ishteh >8 an efiimtial point in matrimony, 

and 
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and flie is befides midrefs of a fmaH 
fortune-, which, though with me but a 
fecondary confideration, is ftill a circum- 
ftance not to be overlooked in times 
like the prefent.'* Here he oifered to' 
introduce Brinboc that very evening tjO 
his future fpoufe; and on their way to 
her houfe he told him, that he firft be¬ 
came acquainted with Mrs. Grifkin du<£ 
ring her hu&and’s life-time, who kept 
a cook’s-ftiop in Wardour-ftreet j but 
that, fince her widowhood, (he had 
given up all bufinefs, excepting that of 
letting lodgings, and that he had been 
her inmate for upwards of a twelve- 
month. They had now got to Mrs. 
Grilkin’s dwelling, which was htuaied 
in a dirty ftreet leading out of the Hay- 
market, when the ilkiftrious fcene-paitw 
ter foddenly turned round, and, 
great earaeftnefs in h» maamer, bo- 
feeched Brinboc not to add;re& him acy 
j. 6 longer 
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longer by his real name of Plaflrognac^ 
but by that of St. Didicr, the appella* 
tion which he had chofen to aflTumo 
during the temporary eclipfe that he was. 
obliged to undergo. The door was 
opened by a fat, red-faced, vulgar •look¬ 
ing woman of about fifty years of age, 
whom Brinboc was going to pafs by 
without more ado, when he was flopped 
in the paflage by St. Didier, (for by that 
name we mufl now call him,) who whif- 
pered in his car “ this is (he—I will in- 
troduce you,” which he did in the foU 
lowing words: “ Meeflreez Grifkain, 
dis is my great friend Seer Alexander 
Brinboc, lately arrived from de Conti¬ 
nent.” “ Wery veil,” replied the fair 
inamorata, L am always wery glad to 
fee Muiler St. Diddy’s friends, ax the 
gemman to lit down.” Seer Alexander 
was accordingly ufliered into a fmall 
back parlour, where he lat for fome 

time 
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time biting his lips and pinching his 
fingers, that he might not laugh out in 
the faces of thefe- two originals, whofe 
ridiculous grimaces produced a fcene far 
more comic than any M. St. Didier’s 
pencil could have effeded, notwithfland- 
ing the boldnefs of his fancy. But a 
fideboard pretty well furniflied with 
plate, created fufpicions in his mind that 
the Gafcon’s palGon was not quite fo 
difinterefted as he pretended it to be. 
As foon as Brinboc offered to withdraw, 
St. Didier defired to know where he 
lived, that he might return his vifit. 
“ In Grofvenor-fquare,” anfwered the 
former. “ In Leicefter-fquare you 
meani at La Sablomere’s, I fuppofe,** 
returned St. Didier, “ for there are no 
hotels or lodging-houfes in Grofvenor» 
fquare.” “ I did not tell you that I was 
at a lodging-houfe,” faid Brinboc, “ but 
I can affure you that I lodge in Grof* 
3' venor- 



TOMOTRS or 


*3° 

Tenor-fquare.” “ O, I have it,” cried 
out the other, “ fome my lady—^fome 
countefs in chains.—Ha, ha, ha—to be 
fure we Frenchmen are irrefiftible—vic¬ 
tory attends us wherever we go—not a 
month in London, and already a con¬ 
queror.” Brinboc let the coxcomb run 
on until he was out of breath, and he 
then undeceived him, by telling him 
that he was not obliged to any countefs 
or duchefs for his hofpitable entertain¬ 
ment, but to a worthy Scotch baronet, 
with whom he had croffed the water 
from Hamburgh to Yarmouth. “ Enter¬ 
tained by a Scotch baronet,” repeated, 
St. Didier,egad I am more furprifed 
than ever; but to be thoroughly con- 
^ced tn this matter, I will call on you 
as foon as poflible.” Bfmboc dien took 
Iris departure, after paying his refpefts 
to the amisible Mrs. Orifidn, whofe ex¬ 
cellent -morals had captivated the tender 
'heart of M. de St» Didier, 
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CHAP. XLII. 

Ip Brinboc’s meeting with his college- 
companion had afforded him confider- 
able amufement, he was feafted that 
fame evening with pleafures of a very 
different fort, and of a much more re¬ 
fined nature. 

On his return .home the trufty Ful- 
gence prefented him with a letter, which 
he no fooaer difcovered, by the hand¬ 
writing, to be Madame de Rofenfelt’s, 
than hc kiffed it <bree times, according 
to the eftabliflved ufage on tfuch occa- 
fions, and then proceeded to read its 
contents. Thefe informed him that 
Madame de Rofenfelt had placed her 
fon in the academy at Potfdain, nader 
the .particular care and gwarthan^p of 

a relax 
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a relation, and that (he had fo arranged 
all her other family concerns, as to 
leave her be at liberty to quit Berlin as 
foon as Eugenie (Kould arrive in that 
place, to accompany her from thence to 
England. Mkdame de Rofenfelt had 
alfo availed herfelf of her intereft with 

Count Von -(of whom we fpoke 

in Chap. XXV.) to obtain a paffport 
for Eugenie from the French govern¬ 
ment, through the medium of the Pruf- 
fran minifter at Paris, and, from her laft 
letters, it was to be inferred that (he 
might be at the appointed place of meet¬ 
ing in about a month’s timCi 

Such were the principal circumftances 
in point of fa£l contained in Madame de 
Rofenfelr’s epiftle, and with which the 
reader has a right to be acquainted } 
but the dread of disfiguring fo fine an 
original will not aHow us to offer any 
extraft or abridgement of the refined 

femiments 



M* DE BRINEOC. 


23 J 

fenriments of delicate afFedion, which, 
free from the flightefl (hade of affeQa- 
tion, flowed fpontaneoufly from the pen 
of this elegant woman. Madame de 
Rofenfelt was indeed elegant in mind as 
well as in manners. Nor is this diftinc- 
tion to be treated as metaphyfical and 
too far-fetched. 

There are many perfons in' life whofe 
manners are polilhed and elegant, though 
their minds are radically and cflentially. 
vulgar y and to an obfervant eye this 
ipecies of vulgarity is often perceptible, 
when thofe perfons are thrown off their 
guard, and liberated from the reftraint 
which the habits of good company, and 
the precepts of early education, have imr 
pofed upon their words and a&ions. 

On the other hand, we foraetimes 
meet with individuals, though certainly 
fewer in number than the clafs already 
allndied to, the texture of whofe minds 
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h of itfelf fo fine, and fo incapable of 
holding, or even of receiving any thing 
low, mean, or illiberal, that they might 
be held up as models of human perfec¬ 
tion ; did not the aukwardnefs of their 
deportment, and the rufticity of their 
manners, depreciate in a great degree 
the value of their mental qualifications. 

To the folid endowments of the lat¬ 
ter defcription of perfons, endowments 
which no eiiort of imitaticn can ever 
completely attain, Madame de Rofenfelt 
added all the graces and cmbellifi’.menrs 
that are to be derived from education, 
and acquaintance with refined fociety. 
Her mind was like thofe gems fo hap¬ 
pily formed by the hand of nature, that 
they are fufceptible of taking the artift*!? 
polifli, without Idfing any portion of 
their intrinfic weight and value. “ Hap¬ 
py the poffeflbr of fuch a jewel!” Ex¬ 
claimed Brinboc, when he had perufed 

her 
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her chatining epiftle ; and as he was 
not a man to monopolize things o£ this 
fort to hirafelf, though there were fome 
good things, of which he would not 
(hare the fraalleft fcrap with his heft 
friend ; he told Sir James M‘Corcod'aie 
next day at breakfeft, of the pleafanf 
afpeCl of his affairs. He at the fame 
time unbofomed bHnfelf to Sir James 
with more franknefs regarding thefe. 
and other matters, than he ever did be¬ 
fore, or than it would have been, per¬ 
haps, proper to have done at any for¬ 
mer period of their acquaintance, fo 
powerful is the inSuence of circum- 
ilances, even in the minuteft traniac- 
tions of our lives. 

“ What you tell me”, anfwered the Ba^. 
ronet, “ affords me the greateft fetisfiut-^ 
tion ; and I already anticipate the plea- 
fore in (lore for you, when the moment 
foall ardve,, which isi to make you happy 
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in the company of thofe whom you Ibve^ 
heft in the world. I much fear, how¬ 
ever, that I (hall not be a joyful fpec - 
tator of this defireable meeting, inaf- 
much as I am under the neceffity of 
immediately leaving town, in confe- 
quence of fome letters which I received 
yefterday from Scotland. It feems that 
the perfon entrufted with the care of 
my eftate in Berwicklhire, had entered 
Ib deeply into commercial fpeculations 
with a houfe at Leith, that the failure 
of, this houfe has completely ruined 
him, and he. has fled the country no¬ 
body knows whither, leaving' my af¬ 
fairs in fuch confufion, that my pre¬ 
fence is indifpenfibly requifite there, to 
prevent greater evils in- my donieftic 
concerns.. In addition to this unplea- 
fant piece of news, my furveyor informs 
me, that my townihoufe mull undergo 
fi)me confiderable; repairs before the 

winter 
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■winter fets in, and although this bii- 
fmefs might have been done while I 
was abroad, it can now be deferred no 
longer, and I avail myfelf of my jour¬ 
ney to Scotland, that it may be got 
through during my abfence of fix or 
fevcn weeks. What concerns me moft 
is, that I am reduced to the ungracious 
office of turning yon out of doors, for 
you will readily imagine that this houfe 
would not be a habitable tenement for 
my friend, when it is once in the pof- 
feffion of mafons and carpenters. All 
that remains to be done, is to procure 
you a comfortable lodging in the mean 
time} for I will not pay you the bad 
compliment of sdking you to accom¬ 
pany me, fince you would meet with 
nothing to recompence the trouble 
of the journey. Indeed, when there, I 
fhould not be able to enjoy your com¬ 
pany, as 1 lhall be obliged to dedicate 

every 
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neli to the delightful fociety of country 
fquires, who neither think or talk of 
any thing, excepting their kennels, their 
iUbles, and their Port wine.” 

Brtnboc afiiured Sir James that he felt 
much more concern for the trouble he 
waa likely to expetience, on account of 
hit Aeward's fuddea Bight, than for 
any inconvemence which might fall to 
hit own fiiare on the prefent occafion. 

Thw converfation was here inter¬ 
rupted by, the unexpected appearance of 
M. de St. Bidier, who, burning with 
curiofity to difeover the particulars of 
Brinboc’s lituatioo in London, came to 
vifit him the firft moment he thought 
the doors would be open for his recep¬ 
tion. Brinboc introduced him to the 
Baronet, with whom he entered into 
coQverfation as iiuniliarly as if they had 
been brought up together from the 

cradle; 
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cradle; and when Sir James requefted 
him to fpeak French for his own eafe 
and fatisfaftion, the Gafcon replied that 
he was perfectly matter of the grammar 
•of the Englifh language, though, to be 
fure, its pronunciation was rather diffi¬ 
cult to a foreigner ;—“ whereas,” con¬ 
tinued he, “ the French is fo eafy, fo 
glib, and fo natural, that I only w'onder 
that it is not become the univerfal lan¬ 
guage, to the exclufion of all others. 
I confefs, however, that I fliould feel 
forae regret in giving up the pleafure 
I receive from reading the works of 
Shakefpeare and Milton.” 

“ You are more fortunate than many 
foreigners then,” returned Sir James, 
*• to whom Shakefpeare is not always 
very intelligible.” ** At firft,” faid M. 
de St. Didier, “ I was a little puzzled by 
fome of Shakefpeare’s obfcure pattages, 
but luckily happening to have at hand 

M. de 
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M. de Voltaire’s ftridures on your grcai 
dramatic poet, this able commentator 
foon cleared up all my doubts, and i 
will venture to fay that I now under¬ 
hand him as well as any Englifhmati 
can poffibly do.” 

Sir James however, unwilling to ap¬ 
pear rude in bis own houfe, could hold 
out no longer, and he gave way to the 
irrefiftible inclination that he felt to 
laugh, in which he was ably imitated by 
Brinboc; and the beft of it was, that 
St. Didier, not at all difconcerted by this 
explolion, joined as heartily in the roar 
as if he had not been the original caufe 
of it himfelf. The Baronet attempted 
to offer fome apology for this ad of im- 
politenefs, but St. Didier affured him 
that nothing gave him fo much pleafure 
as to fee his friends merry, even when 
it was at bis own expence, and the for¬ 
mer thought he could not do lefs than 

invite 
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invite a man fo thoroughly good-hu¬ 
moured to vifit him when he fliould re¬ 
turn from Scotland. 

This was precifely what St. Didier lay 
in wait for : the appearance of Sir 
James’s houfe had too many charm? 
not to enfure his ready acceffion to 
fo civil an invitation, and he went away, 
whifpering in Brinboc’s ear, “ * •votre 
ami a diablement d'ejprit'* 

That fame day Sir James M‘Corco- 
dale fet out on his journey, and our 
hero went to take polTeflion of his new 
abode, where we n\ufl: leave him for a 
time, in order to relate what befel his 
filler during this long interval. 

* “ Your friend is a devililh clever fellow.’’ 




VOL. n. 



24 * 


MEMOIRS OF 


CHAP. XLIII. 

On our laft reparation from Eugenie, 
we left that amiable girl in the aft of 
writing an anfwer to Madame de Rofen- 
feli's letter; in which anfwer (he laid 
before her friend the cruel fituation to 
which Ihe and Madame de Flavigny 
were reduced^ in confequence of Chev- 
reville’s abomin^le defigns. 

She intreated Madame de Rofenfelt 
not to lofe a moment in the profecutioa 
of her plans, and flie fuggefted to her 
the necefljty of pointing out fome male 
acquaintance, who might affift her in ef- 
fefting her efcape from France. Eu¬ 
genie alfo conjured her dear fifter, (for 
fo (he now ftyled Madame dc Rofen¬ 
felt,) not to difclofe Chevreville’s nefa- 

nous 
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rious proceedings to Brinboc, as fury at 
fuch an outrage might hurry him away 
from whatever part of the world he was 
in, to refcue his filler from dillionour, 
even at the mo/l imminent rilk of his 
own life. 

From the day this letter was fent by 
the poll to Berlin, until that on which 
the anfwer to it returned, Eugenie re¬ 
mained as tranquil and undillurbed at 
Fontenaye-aux-Rofes, as if Ihe was 
completely forgotten by the whole world; 
and Madame de Flavigny began to con¬ 
gratulate her on the quiet'they now en¬ 
joyed after fo many terrible florms. 
But in reality nothing could be more 
deceitful than this temporary calm, 
which they only enjoyed during the 
good will and pleafure of M. de Chev- 
reville. 

Mademoifelle de Brinboc’s waiting- 
woman, Pauline, the faithlefs Pauline, 
M 2 had 
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had forgotten her plighted troth to the 
abfent Fulgence; and while that trufty 
fquire was laying out the favings of his 
fcanty wages in prefents for the idol of 
his affedions, this perfidious Abigail was 
liflening to the feducing language and 
fpecious promifes of a fellow whom 
Chevreville employed for the exprefs 
purpofe of deceiving the girl, and, by 
that channel, of learning her miftrefs’s 
fecrets. As the new lover did not con¬ 
fine his endeavours to fine fpeeches, but 
alfo made liberal offers in regard to 
money, of which he pretended to poffefs 
a confiderable ftore, he made but too 
great an impreflion on Pauline’s venal 
heart; and in their fecret interviews, ac¬ 
cording to the cuftora prevalent among 
chambermaids from time immemorial, 
fhe carefully related to her fweetheart 
every tittle and tranfaftion that occurred 
in the family. It is not to be fuppofed 

that 
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that Eugenie was fo weak and incon- 
fiderate as to place any undue confi¬ 
dence in her worthlefs attendant, or to 
make her the depofitary of her private 
thoughts or intentions ; but the inge- 
nuoufnefs of her own difpofition pre¬ 
vented her front fufpefting the inno¬ 
cence or fidelity of others, and flie often, 
in the prefence of Pauline, difcourfed 
with Madame de Flavigny about their 
paft troubles and their future expefta- 
tions with fo little referve, as to render 
the former almoft thoroughly acquaint¬ 
ed with every thing which was then 
in agitation. Chevreville profited to 
the utmoft by the information which 
he received from his agent; and as 
he well knew that nothing could be 
attempted by Eugenie before the arrival 
of Madame de Rofenfelt’s anfwer, he 
thought it unneceflary to give her any 
dillurbance during that interval, and: 

M 3 this 
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this was the real caufe of the refpite flic 
now enjoyed. 

In the mean time he was not idle : he 
particularly charged his agent to learn 
from Pauline the contents of the letters 
from Berlin, and the refolutlons to which 
they might give rife, while he went to 
work himfelf in another quarter. 

The reader will recollefl: how Bjin- 
boc was furprifed when ordered to 
quit the Pmilian dominions, and the 
fufpicions which he harboured for 
fome time agaiafl; the ItUmine M. Eer- 
nardi. 

He difcovered enough before he left 
the country tp acquit the faid M. Ber- 
nardi of having any hand in his banifli* 
ment, but he did not learn, until long 
after, the perfon to whcm he was in¬ 
debted for that kind office. This per¬ 
fon was no other than M. de Chevre- 
ville, who, wilhing to reraoine Brinboc 

as 
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as far as it was poiSble from his fifter, 
bad reprefented Iiitn to the government 
as a fworn and inveterate enemy to the 
republic, and confequently not be tole¬ 
rated in any place where it had an offi¬ 
cial reprefentative. 

When a government fydematically 
encourages fpies and informers, it lays 
itfelf under the neceffity of attending to 
their denunciations j and accordingly 
the French minifter at Berlin received 
indruftions to demand the banilhment 
of the Chevalier de Brinboc, an inno¬ 
cent requeft that was very politely com¬ 
plied with, as we have already related. 

One of the fecretaries in the office for 
foreign affairs at Paris had been Chev- 
reville’s co-adjutor in managing this 
bufinefs with eaual nrnmntlni<t« anil 

fecrecy, which he was the better able to 
do, becaufe a brother of his was one of 
the fourteen fecretaries attached to the 
M 4 French 
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French legation at the court of Prufiia, 
and to this worthy perfonage did Chev- 
reville now addrefs himfelf, in order to 
aflift him in the frefh favours he meant 
to confer on the family of Brinboc. 

“ Pray,” faid he to the fecretary, as 
he called upon him one morning at his 
office, “ do you recolleft an affair, about 
which I troubled you lately, concerning 
an emigrant whom I wilhed to be fent 
out of the country where he was then 
refiding ?” “ Yes,” replied the man of 
importance, “ I have a confufed notion 
—we have fo many of thefe applications 
—let me fee—’twas from Munich, or 
from Drefden, or from—” “ No, no,” 
faid Chevreville, interrupting him, “ it 
was from Berlin.” “ O ay,” returned 
the QtJiefj “ fiom Berlin fure enough. 
—I knew it was one of the German 
courts—Well, is the fellow come back ? 
do you want to have him guillotined, or 

only 
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Giily fent to Guiana ? Speak, my dear 
friend, for we have a world of bufineis 
on our hands to-day, and time is pre¬ 
cious.” 

“ I have done with the Chevalier, at 
lead for the prefent,” anfwered Ghev- 
reville, “ but it is his fifter who now 
demands my attention. Between you 
and me flie is a delicious morfel, jufi: 
turned of eighteen—as frefli as a rofe— 
and, would you believe it, this pretty bit 
of ariftocracy wants to imitate her bro¬ 
ther, forfooth, and turn emigrant -—’Tis 
a crying fliame.—Your patriotifra takes 
fire, no doubt, at the idea of fuch con¬ 
traband exportation of beauty ; and 
you will, I hope, affift me in preventing, 
fo many charms being loft to the Re-- 
public.” 

The fcoundrel of a fecretary, enrap-- 
tured with the defcription which he 
heard, thought no more about bufmefs,. 

M 5 buP 
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but getting up in a tranlport, and kick* 
ing down the (tool upon which he had 
been fitting, broke out into the follow¬ 
ing exclamation: Ah, Chevreville, 

you are the happieft of men; always 
combining the good of the ftate with 
your own private convenience; you 
ought to be immortalized for the fruit- 
fulnefs and verfatility of your genius; 
and as to the affair in queftion, you may 
command me to the utmoft of my 
power :—but then, Chevreville, you 
know I expefl: Ibme return. You un- 
derffand me, eh ?’* 

Yes, yes,” anfwered Chevreville, 
I underftand you very well, and you 
may depend uptm my gratitude. I only 
aft for one week—one little week, and 
then fhe fhall be your’s for ever if you 
pleafe.” 

You arc too generous,” replied the 
fccretary; ** beffdes, weeks are abo- 

lilhed 
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liflied by law, fo that, ia virtue of the 
new calendar, you fcall enjoy your con- 
queft for a whole decade. Five la Re- 
publique /” 

Thus did thefe two villians turn in¬ 
to jeft an outrage, the very idea of 
which is enough to make humanity 
Ihudder; and it was agreed between 
them, that when Eugenie’s paffport 
fliould be aiked for by a foreign mi- 
nifter, as was likely to be the cafe, and 
confequently made out in the worthy 
fecretary’s department, he would take 
care to leave a flaw in it, which might 
aflford an opportunity of the unfortu¬ 
nate girl being flopped on the road, 
from whence Chevreville fliould either 
bring her back to Paris, or complete hig 
defigns upon the fpot, as might befit fuir 
his time and convenience. Chevreville 
was much pleafed with this plan; 
^rfl, becaufe he was determined to be 

M 6 
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tio longer baffled by a girl whom he 
defpiled in one fenfe, as much as he 
coveted her in another ; and fecondly, 
becaufe' he was very willing that ffle 
fflould leave the country as foon as he 
had effeded his vile purpofes, in which 
cafe he fully refolved to write an ano¬ 
nymous letter to Brinboc, containing 
a long and detailed account of his 
wretched frfter’s difhonour, fupported 
by fuch proofs and corroborations as (he 
fflould be unable to deny, were ffle in¬ 
clined fo to do. Left the reader fflould 
be ftartled at the appearance of impro¬ 
bability that attaches to fuch an unparal¬ 
leled piece of wickednefs, we beg leave 
to remind him that in the firft outlines 
of Chevreville’s charadler we were 
obliged to reprefent him as a monfter 
fui gcwris i and that, if refpeft for de¬ 
cency, and unwillingnefs to fflock the 
feelings of ingenuous minds, did not 

com- 
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command us to throw a veil over the 
mod difgulling parts of the picture, we 
could exhibit fcenes that would make 
this “ offa a wart” compared to Tome 
of his horrible atrocities, and completely 
juftify us from the charge of wilful ex¬ 
aggeration. Perhaps, in the compli¬ 
cated fcheme of villany which we are 
now relating, the part of it that pro- 
mifed Chevreville the greatefl: pleafure 
(if fiends know pleafure), was the ex- 
pedation of making two virtuous perfons 
the mod miferable beings on earth. This 
was the kind of triumph for which his 
corrupt foul had alone any ambition, 
and which could alone call forth all the 
adivity of his malignant mind. While 
Chevreville was brooding over his infer¬ 
nal plot with cool and unwearied atten¬ 
tion, Madame de Rofenfelt was employed 
in endeavouing to frudrate thofe machi¬ 
nations, the fird notice of which Ihe 

had 
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had received from Eugenie’s laft letter. 
She immediately faw the neceffity of 
that proteflion which Eugenie folicited ; 
(he trembled at the iflue of a conteft be* 
tween unalfifted innocence and confum- 
mate villany ; and (he lod not a moment 
in feeking for the aid and counfel mod: 
likely to ferve her caufe. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

In all Madame de Rofenfclt’s troubles, 
or affliftions, (he always had recourfe for 
advice and affiftance to her good friend, 

the old count Von L-, of whom we 

had occafion to fpeak already in a former 
part of this work. This worthy noble¬ 
man no fooner heard the pathetic ftory 
of Eugenie’s misfortunes told by Ma¬ 
dame de Rofenfelt, with all the fervid 
eloquence which women poflefs when 
they plead the caufe of love or friend- 
fliip, than he commiferated her fituation 
from the bottom of his heart, and beg¬ 
ged of the fair advocate to point out to 
him the way in which he could be of 
any fervice to her friend. « You muft 
nii^e fuch intereft for her here,” faid 

Ma. 
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Madame de Rofenfelt, “ as will obtain 
a palTport for her at Paris to leave 
France/’ “ I promife to ufe my ut- 
moft exertions; and I do not doubt of 
their fuccefs/^ replied the count. “ We 
mufl: find out a perfon who will con- 
du£t her in fafety out of France,” re¬ 
fumed the zealous pleader. “ I will 
alfo undertake that office,” faid count 

Von L-, provided this degenerate 

age cannot afford a younger man to 
proteft a beautiful and virtuous girl in 
diftrefs. In my juvenile days,” con¬ 
tinued the hoary warrior, “ half the 
garrifon of Beilin would have fet oft” 
at a moment’s notice too refcue a weak 
female from the grafp of a villain ; but 
we are philofophifedy I think they call it, 
and fome how or other we do not win 
fo many battles as we ufed to do before 
we were philofophers. There was no 
talk of philofopby during the late king’s 

wars. 
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wars, and he al\rays contrived to beat 
the enemy. He once, indeed, harbour¬ 
ed a French philofopher at Sans Soi(cie, 
for a ftiort time; but this gentleman 
behaved fo infamoufly, that his Majefty 
was obliged to infiicl corporal chaftife- 
ment on him ; and it was a comrade 
of mine who caned the philofopher at 
Frankfort, according to the king’s di- 
redions.” 

Madame de Rofenfelt perceiving that 
the old general was getting back to pad 
times, inftcad of minding the time pre- 
fent, which retrogade motion did not 
anfwer the purpofe of her vifit, availed 
herfelf of the opportunity offered to her 
by his taking a pinch of fnuff, to thank 
him for his kind attention to her re- 
queft, and to defire that he would im¬ 
mediately make application for the pafT- 
portj while flie would write to the 
ccuntefs Starinfki, now at Paris, to take 

. Ma- 
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Mademoifelle de Brinboc under'her fpe- 
cial protefliion. “ Right, right,” faid 
Von L- — , that will do ; the countefs 
is an odd woman, but fhe has a good 
heart, and I fuppofe that her hufband’s 
diplomatic charafter will make their 
houfe refpeded even at Paris. I am 
very fanguine in this affair,” continued 
he, ** becaufe we did not fucceed in our 
efforts for the Chevalier de Brinboc, 
who, by the bye, is a very fine young 
man ; and I had much rather have feen 
him a captain in my regiment than 
driven ignorainioufly out of the coun¬ 
try.” Not ignominioufly, either,” 
anfwered Madame de Rofenfelt, fome- 
what warmly. ** You mifapprehend 
me,” replied the general: “ the igno¬ 
miny of the bufinefs attaches to us, and 
not to him.*’—Here he paufed for a few 
feconds; then fuddenly laying his right 
hand upon, the hilt of his fword, while 

with 
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with his left he pulled up his black 
ftock, and his eyes flafiiing fire all the 
time, he continued, “ this is fad work- 
fad work, Madam. I have lived in 
better days. I little thought, when I 
{hared the danger and the glory of the 
battle of Rofbach, that I fliould live long 
enough to witnefs fuch a change. But 
go, go,” faid lire brave veteran, while 
he turned away his head to hide the hot 
drops that were courfing down his fur* 
rowed cheeks; go, and endeavour to 
your filler angel, while I, who fiiall 
be as mad as a devil, at the rate 
things arc going on, will do ali that 
is in my power to fecond your exer¬ 
tions.” 

Madame de Rofenfelt wrote diredly 
to the countefs Stariniki, and, explaining 
to her, at full length, the critical and 
unprotefted fituation in which Eugenie 
then was, entreated her in the inoft; ear- 

neft 
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neft manner that flie would befriend 
this amiable girl, and even take her to 
her own houfe, if neceflary, to fliield 
her from the aggreflion of the villainous 
Chevreville. 

The next day Madame de Rofenfelt 
had the fatlsfa(Elion of receiving a note 
from Count Von L—by which flie 
learned that the minifter for foreign af¬ 
fairs' had promifed him to indrud the 
ambafiador at. Paris requeft the 
j'rench govcmmeiA^a plfmiffionforMa- 
demoifelle de Brinboc to leave France, 
to whom, without delay, ihe tranfmitted 
this favourable piece of intelligence. 
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CHAP. XLV. 

Madame Starinfki, who really was 

what Count Von L-had repre- 

fented her in the preceding chapter, 
an odd woman with a very good 
heart, efptcially when the demon of 
party-fpirit did not warp her judgment 
and influence her adions, upon the 
receipt of Madame de Rofenfelt’s let¬ 
ter, ordered her carriage, and drove to 
Fontenaye-Aux-Rofes, bearing in her 
hand the credentials which authorifed fo 
unexpeded a vifit. 

Eugenie had never heard of Madame 
Starinflci in her life, (at leaft under 
that name,) and the fight of a carriage 
at the door was a thing fo novel, that 
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flie hardly knew whether to augur well 
or ill from this extraordinary apparition. 
But the countefs, who was too much 
a woman of the world ever to feel the 
fmalleft fyraptom of embarraffment, ac- 
cofted Eugenie with the eafy familiarity 
of an old acxpiaintance, and prefented 
her with Madame de Rofenfelt*s letter, 
telling her, at the fame time, that (he 
■was certain of not committing a miftake, 
for that her fine dark eyes could belong 
to no one except the After of the Che- 
talier de Brinboc. 

Madame Starinftti was a connoiflTeur 
in thefe matters j but as that was a cir- 
cnmftance with which Eugenie was not 
acquainted, her perplexity was rather 
increafed by this abrupt, though com¬ 
plimentary kind of introduftion ; and, 
notwkhftanding the evidence of Madame 
de Rofcnfelt's hand-writing, (he began 
to entertain ibme doubts concerning the 

means 
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means by which her vifitor might have 
got poffeffion of the letter^ when Ma¬ 
dame Stariniki was relieved from thefe 
fufpicions by the arrival of Madame 
de Flavigny, who came in from taking 
her morning’s walk. This lady, by 
a Angular coincidence, difcovered as 
ftriking a refemblance between the coun- 
tefs and her father, whom (he had known 
at Paris, as the countefs had found out 
between Eugenie and her brother. 

Many and lively were the expret. 
fions of gratitude with which Eugenie 
expreffed her acknowledgments to Ma¬ 
dame Starinlki for her kind interpo- 
fttion to fave her from the toils and 
fnares of the wicked Chevreville, but 
the countefs replied, that this employ¬ 
ment was, of all others, the moft cojl^ 
genial to the feelings of her heart;, 
and even were it not fo, Ihe owed 
a great deal more' to the friendlhip 

which 
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which ihe bore to Madame de Rofen- 
felt. We are not at all inclined to con¬ 
trovert the fincerity of thefe profeffions, 
at the fame time that it is not unfair tq 
fuppofe that the recolledlion of Brin- 
boc’s fine eyes might have had fome 
little (hare in difpofing Madame Sta- 
rinlki to aft a benevolent part towards 
his amiable and deferving filler. Be- 
fides, it is lawful to prefume that Ihe 
did not not forget the delicacy of Brin- 
boc’s conduft in regard to her hiero- 
phantf Monfieur Bernardi, when that 
Illumine neglefted Madame de Ro- 
fenfelt’s concert, to attend on his 
illuftrious pupil at the Chateau de 
Marbre *. 

Be this as it may, the countefs warmly 
prefled Eugenie to return with her to 
Paris, where Ihe would find, at her houfe, 

• Vide Chap. xxi. 

6 an 
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an afylum from the attacks of villany 
and malice. She even extended her 
hofpitable invitation to Madame de Flat" 
vigny, whom (he perceived to be af¬ 
fected at the thoughts of feparating from 
her beloved friend; but the latter de¬ 
clined the offer, becaufe it was neceffaty 
that fomebody fiiould remain at Fonti- 
naye ; and flie alfo added, with a fmile, 
that fhe did not think, that even M. de 
Chevreville would be at the trouble of 
giving her any annoyance. 

So much is it in our nature, to be the 
flaves of habit, that prifoners, after a 
long confinement, have fometimcs felt 
emotions of regret, on quitting their 
places of feclufion ; and the gentle Eu¬ 
genie now furveyed with a fort of me¬ 
lancholy attachment, the narrow pre- 
cinCls, beyond which, the had hardly 
ever ftrayed, during the latter portion 
of her life. This had been a home to 
VOL. iL N her— 
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her-'^he was now about to have no 
home—flie caft a look at her father’s 
pidure, and (be burft into tears. , 
Madame de Flavigny preffed her to 
her bofom, and joined in her forrow, 
and even the countefs wept for com¬ 
pany fake; but (he foon recovered her- 
felf fufSciently to hurry away Eugenie 
to the carriage, which waited for them 
at the door. 

The zephyrs, that fanned them as they 
drove along, completely blew away every 
care from the lively mind of Madame 
Starinfki; and when they got to the 
Boulevard-neuf, Ihe pointed out to Eu¬ 
genie feveral deferted buildings, formerly 
the * favourite houfes of fome of her 
moft intimate acquaintances. Oh,” 
exclaimed the countefs with rapture, 
“ what charming evenings have I fpent 
yonder, at the Marechal de A ——V / 

• Maifins dt Plai/ance, Fr. 

he 
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he was the mofl; amiable and moft polite 
of men ; and all thofe who frequented his 
houfe refembled himfelL A little far¬ 
ther on, was the boudoir of the charming 
Duchefs de B -, where (he fludied bo¬ 

tany in the morning, and facrificed to 
the graces every night after the opera ; 

I was always one of her feleft party. 
Then the fecond pavillion, with the mu¬ 
tilated ftatues in front, that was the tem¬ 
ple of wit, and the refidence of the ele¬ 
gant Marqm de C -; he was a rake, 

I confefsj but Inch manners, fuch talle, 
and (ado. petit foupes*. Wit flowed from 
him as fpontaneoufly as water from a 
fountain \ and he was fo notorious for 
this brilliant playfulnefs of imagination, 
that happening to a(k one day, at my 

* The editor prefe'nts his compliments to 
the polite reader*, for whofe amafement he 
publiihed thefe memoirs, and atTores them 
nothing was &rther from his thoughts, tha^i 
aifront them fo much as to offer any explanation 
of the words “ Boudoir and pttit/ottpesV 

N 2 father’s 
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father’s table, for fome green peafe, a 
country gentleman, to whom he ad- 
drefled himfelf, indead of helping the 
marquis, laid down his knife and fork, 
and began to rack his brain, in order to 
find out the bon-moty which he fancied 
lay perdue in his petition.” 

“ Poor man,” faid Eugenie, fome- 
what gravely, “ if he had been a little 
more witty, he might have been in danger 
of (larving. But all thefe boufes feem to 
be abandoned by their former inhabi¬ 
tants ; do you ever fee them now ?” 

** See them, now 1 ” repeated Madame 
Stariniki; “oh, no; I ftiall never fee 
them more. They are all gone.” 

“ All emigrants, I fuppofe,*’ conti¬ 
nued Eugenie. “ Perhaps, my brother 
is at this moment enjoying the mar¬ 
quis’s entertaining company.”—“ Hea- 
forbid,” exclaimed Madame Sta- 
'Imlki, “ that your brother fliould be in 
fnch company.”—“ I beg your par¬ 
don,” 
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don,” returned Eugenie, “ I forgot, 
that you faid the marquis was a rake.”— 

“ No, no, my dear girl, that is not my 
chief objeftion to his company ; he is 
dead.”—“ Dead! and the Marechal 
too ; and the Duchefs likewife 

“ Yes,” refumed Madame Starinfki; 
“ and although I cannot help laughing 
at your fingular miftake, yet I allure 
you, that I was grievoufly affiided, when 
I loft thofe dear friends. The poof 
Marechal d’A— was guillotined i the 
Duchefs de B — was put to death at 
La Force} and as to the Marquis de 

C-, we have every reafon to fear, 

that he was drowned in' the Noyades at 
Nantes.” 

“ Gracious Lord!” faid the gentle 
fitter of Brinboc, “ what dreadful con- 
fequences have enfued from our unhappy 
revolution.—” Dreadful, indeed,”^^- 
peated the countefs, ” fo dreadful, TOit 
they would not bear rettediion, if there 
ii; 5 did 
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did not exifl: a hope, that in fpite of thofe 
enormities, the great work of thfe per- 
feflabiiity of the human mind, is not at 
a ftand. This, and this alone, can repay 
us for all our Ioffes and fufferings ; and 
as it is now clearly underftood, that the 
Greeks were vaflly inferior to the Ro¬ 
mans, in every point of moral, intellec¬ 
tual, and every phyfical excellence; and 
that the Romans, in their turn, have 
been outdone, in all thefe refpe^s, by 
the citizens of the United States of Ame¬ 
rica , it is but natural to indulge, in the 
confoling hope, that France is the coun¬ 
try where the human fpecies will receive 
its laft degree of perfeftibility, and from 
whence wifdom and happinefs will dif- 
fufe thferafelvcs, as from a central point, 
over the reft'of the nations of the 
world.” 

But you will cxcufe me, my dear 
Eugenie,” faid Madame Starin&i, “ for 
talking to you about Greeks and Ro¬ 
mans; 
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mans; pray, did you ever hear before,^ 
of the perfeflibility ot the human mind?’?* 
** Yes, Madam,” anfwered 
“ I remember that my brother ufed al¬ 
ways to laugh, whenever he read thofe 
words, or heard them mentioiied.” 

“ I do not doubt it,” replied the 
countefs, (baking her head; ^^yoiur bro¬ 
ther is a very dever fdlov« and a very 
pretty fellow too^ but he adheret to 
prejudices, from which I have not yet 
been able to reclaim him: 1 wiih 1 bad 
him under my private tuition fisr fix 
months, and then I Ihould not defpsur of 
eifeding a great alteration in him, if not 
a total converfion.” 

Here they arrived at Madame Sta- 
linlki’s houfe, where Eugenie was pre- 
fented to the count, who affured her, 
that he was very proud to have it in his 
power to be of any fervice to her; and 
who begged her to difpofe of his houfe, 
purfe, or perfon, as long as (he thought 

pro- 
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proper; or, at leaft, until he ihould be 
able to find out one, worthy of being 
eiMrufied with the care of conducting 
her fafely out of France j and he con¬ 
cluded, by exprelfing his regret, that he 
was debarred fiom executing that ho- 
nouiiable ofiSce himfelf, on account of the 
dudes annealed to bis public fituation.” 

For this* difplay of diplomatic polite- 
neft, Eugenie was indebted to the 
'ze^ous exertions, in her favour, of 

Count Vcm L .— at Berlin, who, 

though not much verfed in diplomacy, 
•wat as fincere a friend as he was an able 
“general; and who had taken great care, 
that fhe fhould be recommended to M. 
Starinlki in fuch a manner, as would not 
fail to eofure the ambaflador’s attention. 
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